Iraq rejects U.N. proposal on pilgrims 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) — Iraq has rejected UK coro- 

SHF* W0uJd enabJe 22,000 Iraqi pilgrims 
t^eltoNfecca, Saudi Arabia, the UK SanSS 

^fa^rS 311 ^ Sanctions Committee Chair- 
man Arnold Peter Van Walsum told reporters after a closed- 

3 m Jposa} for ^ necessary funds to be 
paid to a third party “has not been taken up by Iraq so far." 

transfer to the Iraqi central bank of $44 
mUron for the pilgrims from Iraqi funds held in an dl-for- 

Walsum said such a transfer was 
not permitted by UK resolutions. The United Nations, at 
sought a new ruling from the UK 
Office which has now concluded that the transfer to 
the Iraqi bank was not allowed, “So we are a little stuck," 
said Walsum. 
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Motorola to sue Intel 
for industrial espionage 

AUSTIN ( AFP.) — The giant U.S. semi-conductor manu- 
facturer Motorola Friday announced it was suing computer 
chip maker Intel and one of its own former employees for 
alleged industrial espionage. The former Motorola employ- 
ee, Mark McDermott was director of tte firm's Somerset 
Centre, which was'dedicated to development of the compa- 
ny's PowerPC niicroprocessois. In the complaint filed here 
Friday, Motorola said Intel illegally obtained knowledge of 
the centre’s work through McDermott and thereby kept its 
own employees well informed on Motorola's industry 
secrets. “Our Somerset unit is the epicenter of high-speed 
microprocessor design and development at Motorola, and 
we are seeking to prevent the misappropriation of our valu- 
able intellectual property," said Motorola official Billy 
Edwards in a written statement 
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Czech Republic, 
Hungary, Poland 
join NATO 

INDEPENDENCE (AFP) — 
The Czech Republic, Hungary 
and Poland formally joined 
NATO here on Friday, becom- 
ing the first former Warsaw 
Pact countries to accede to the 
Nonh Atlantic Treaty Organi- 
sation. The three countries' for- 
eign ministers presented instru- 
ments of accession to U.S. Sec- 
retary of Stale Madeleine 
Albright in a ceremony at the 
library dedicated to former 
VS. President Hairy Truman, 
who signed the original treaty 
creating the alliance on April 4, 
1949 (see earlier story on 
pages). 

Gas wells explode 
near Bombay 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — Five 
offshore Indian petroleum gas 
wells exploded and burned 
fiercely off the Bombay coast 
Friday, sparking worries of 
ecological damage to the Ara- 
bian Sea. Officials said the 
blow-outs occurred midday 
some 160 kilometres north- 
west off die western Indian city 
in the Arabian Sea and 
“spewed fire and smoke." The 
state-run Oil and Natural Gas 
Commission t.ONGC), which 
owns the wells, said S5 person- 
nel from a rig were evacuated 
to safety following the blow- 
outs. The burning wells, which 
produced two million cubic 
metres of gas daily; was shut 
down for ~ maintenance two 
weeks ago, an ONGC 
spokesman said. 

Navy punishes 
sailors for refusing 
anthrax shots 

WASHINGTON tR) — The 
U.S. Navy said on Friday it had 
punished 23 sailors bound for 
the Gulf who refused compul- 
sory anthrax shots the defence 
department said will protea 
item against the deadly biolog- 
ical agent. The group is the 
largest to refuse the vaccine, 
which Defence Secretary 
William Cohen ordered for ail 
members of the military over a 
year ago. Those who refuse die 
vaccine believe it has not been 
thoroughly tested and could 
damage their health. Li Crude . 
Mark McDonald, a spokesman 
for die VS. Atlantic Fleet told 
Reuters the 23 sailors from the 
USS Theodore Roosevelt air- 
craft carrier were demoted by 
one rank, given 45 days extra, 
duty, restricted to the vessel for 
45 days and ordered to pay 
fines equal to one month's pay. 

One killed in 
dash in Nigeria 

LAGOS lAFPj — An elderly 
Nigerian man was hacked to 
death by angry youths after he 
tried to persuade them not to 
seize a major flow station 
belonging to Anglo- Dutch oil 
group" Shell, police said Friday. 
Forty-four people were 
detained for questioning fol- 
lowing the killing. Thursday, of 
77-vear-old George Ooo- 
bruchere by a Luge group of 
vouths in Afiesere, southeastern 
Niaeria, police told local 
reporters. Youths also attacked 
two of the man's sons, they 


Frozen grave of 
nomad discovered 

VENICE l.AP) — Archaedo- 
risis found the 2300-vear-oId 
crave of a nomad prince pre- 
Herved in permanent ice in 
j^zakhgan — only the third 
such find ever, they said Friday. 
The tomb, dating back to the 
4th century B.C.. was found in 
Berel. on the slopes of the Altai 
mountains in Kazakhstan, a 
republic in Central Asia. The 
aiave was presaved in per- 
"rnaSm. a layer of never-thaw- 
ina ice. The site is yielding new 
informniion about the ancient 
cultures of Central Asia, arcnae- 




Cohen links U.S. aid to Israeli 
compliance with Wye accord 

Israel concerned about U.S. arms sales to Egypt 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
U.S. Defence Secretary 
Wfllian Cohen called on 
Israeli leaders Friday to 
quickly and fully implement 
the stalled Wye River peace 
accord with the Palestinians 
or face a hold-up in $1.2 bil- 
lion in U.S. aid linked to the 
1 an d-for- security deal. 

“We believe there must be 
full implementation of Wye 
and that must take place 
socai," Cohen said in a thinly 
veiled criticism of Israel’s 
decision to suspend further 
West Bank withdrawals 
required by the October 
agreement 

He was speaking during a 
joint press conference with 
Israeli Defence Minister 
Moshe Arens. 

Cohen went on to make 
clear that $12 billion in 
additional U.S. aid that Israel 
requested to meet what it 
says are security costs linked 
to the West Bank with- 
drawals would be forthcom- 
ing only once all the pullouts 
have been carried out 

“We aren’t exploring any 
way to alter the time frame at 
which that money will be 
available." be said. 

Under the U.S.-brokered 
peace agreement, Israel 


promised to withdraw in 
three phases over 90 days 
from an additional 13 per 
cent of the West Bank and 
take other steps to expand 
Palestinian autonomy. 

In exchange the Palestini- 
ans agreed to a series of 
measures designed to halt 
anti-Israeli violence by 
Islamist and other militants. 

Israeli officials have 
reportedly asked Washing- 
ton to disburse part of the 
$1.2 billion aid package in 
light of its initial withdrawal 
from an additional two per- 
cent of the West Bank. 

Israel says the funds are 
needed to move military 
bases, build roads and take 
other measures to adjust to 
expanding Palestinian rule in 
the West Bank. 

But Cohen's remarks Fri- 
day reconfirmed the U.S. 
stand that the funds would 
only be released once the full 
Wye deal has been imple- 
mented. 

The deal also involves 
$300 million in additional 
aid to the Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority. 

Cohen also held out the 
prospect of more U.S. fund- 
ing for the $1.6 billion 
Arrow missile project Israel 


hopes will thwart the threat 
of ballistic missiles from 
regional foes. 

Cohen, who announced a 
series of arms deals with 
Washington’s Arab allies on 
a nine-nation Middle East 
tour, reaffirmed strong U.S. 
ties with Israel and pledged 
to maintain the Jewish state’s 
“qualitative edge" in the 
region. 

Arens said after meeting 
Cohen in Tel Aviv that Israel 
would decide within two 
months on the purchase of 
U.S. fighter jets worth an 
estimated $2^ billion. 

Cohen told reporters in Tel 
Aviv the United States was 
exploring ways to fund 
research and development 
on a third battery for Arrow, 
an Israeli-produced missile 
jointly funded by Washing- 
ton. 

Arens said Israel would 
soon decide on the purchase 
of U.S. F-15 and F-16 fight- 
er jets. Washington 
announced last September 
that it had offered to sell 30 
F-15 and 60 F-16 fighter jets 
to Israel for an estimated $5 
billion. 

The advanced F-15I 
ground attack jets are built 
by Boeing and the F-16 C 


and D models by Lockheed 
Martin. Each package would 
be worth $2.5 billion but 
Israel has not yet said how 
many planes or which model 
it might buy. 

Meanwhile, Israel said it 
was worried about an arms 
build-up in the Middle East 
after the United States gave 
the green light to billions of 
dollars of weapons sales to 
Egypt and Gulf states. 

Israel is “concerned about 
the level of armament in the 
Middle East as well as lack 
of military-to- military con- 
tacts between the Israeli and 
Egyptian military" a senior 
military official told journal- 
ists “The bulk of the Egypt- 
ian military is trained, 
deployed and indoctrinated 
vis-i-vis the IDF [Israeli 
Defense Force], whatever 
• they say on the Hill,” he 
said. 

The Israeli official, who 
requested anonymity, said 
the Middle East remained a 
“largely over-armed” region. 

“At the core of our concern 
is that the region is over- 
armed in the conventional 
sense," the official said, 
implying that the U.S. 
weapons sales would 
increase Israel’s needs. 


House session expected to be extended for 
debate on government’s policy statement 

By Ihreq Ayyoub 


AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Abdullah is expected to 
issue a Royal Decree to extend 
the current session of the Lower 
House to enable the chamber to 
debate the government's policy 
statement, deputies said Friday. 

Bassam Haddadin, deputy 
speaker of the 80-member 
House, said the issue was dis- 
cussed with Prime Minister 
Abdur-Ra'uf S. Rawabdeh dur- 
ing a meeting with deputies two 
days after he was appointed as 
prime minister on March 4. 


The meeting between Lower 
House Speaker Abdul Hadi 
Majali and Rawabdeh was 
attgindftd by Majali's assistants, 
Ahmad Ajannah and 
Mohammed A1 Kuz, in addi- 
tion to Haddadin. 

“The discussion with prime 
minister focused on the possi- 
bility of extending the House 
session by one month to debate 
the government policy state- 
ment,” Haddadin told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

The House was scheduled to 
recess on March 27. 

“Bui we agreed that if such a 


thing happened, the third ordi- 
nary session of die Lower 
House, scheduled to convene 
on Oct. L should not be post- 
poned," the deputy said. 

The extension of the session 
was taken at the request of 
Rawabdeh, Haddadin said. 

According to the Constitu- 
tion, the government must sub- 
mit its policy statement to Par- 
liament within 30 days of its 
formation for a vote of confi- 
dence. 

Deputy Ajannah expected 
the House will start die debate 
by April 2 following the Ed A1 


Adha holiday, which will coin- 
cide with the end of the Haj sea- 
son late this month. 

Ajannah indicated that 12 
deputies will leave Jordan for 
Saudi Arabia to perform the 
Haj this month. “They will be 
away for at least 15 days," he 
said. 

One Cabinet minister, who 
asked not be named, hinted that 
the government’s policy state- 
ment could be submitted to Par- 
liament as early as the first 
week of April, adding that the 
date has not been finalised yeL 



Members of the Palestinian police force stand on the alert in riot gear Friday in the smith 
Gaza Strip town of Rafah, where riots erupted following a death sentence imposed on 
Rafail resident Ra'd Attar for killing a member of a security force (AP photo) 

Arafat says Gaza stable 
following deadly riots 


RAFAH (R) — Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat said 
on Friday he was confident 
tension had eased after anger 
at the death sentence 
imposed on an alleged 
Islamist activist burst into 
two days of rioting. 

"We have to thank all those 
who made all their efforts to 
achieve stability and control 
in RaM,” Arafat told 
■reporters upon his return to 
Gaza from talks with British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair in 
London and a brief stop-over 
at the Netherlands. 

Two Palestinian teenagers 
were shot dead and at least 
85 people were hurt in clash- 
es with police sparked by a 
military court’s sentencing to 
death a former member of 
the militant Hamas group 
over the February killing of a 
security officer. 

The condemned man, Ra'd 
A1 Attar, and two others sen- 
tenced to long prison terms 
for the killing of police offi- 
cer Rifat Judeb, were all 
Palestinian security officials. 

The demonstrators said the 
men were not granted a fair 
trial in the military court and 
demanded a retrial. Rights 


groups ’ have demanded 
Arafat stay the execution and 
ensure a fair judicial process, 
including a right to appeal. 

Journalists', who had been 
hatred from entering Rafah 
during the clashes, were 
escorted through the town by 
the Deputy Police Chief 
Brigadier General S alim A1 
Burdaini in an effort to 
demonstrate the situation 
had stabilised. 

“The situation is getting 
back to normal but not 
fully," Burdaiiti said “It is 
dear that Islamic extremists 
are inciting the people 
against the Palestinian 
Authority." 

The riot zone appeared 
calm on Friday morning. 
Security forces escorted 
journalists out of Rafah 
before mosques emptied 
after Friday prayers, when 
witnesses said some 1,500 
people marched through the 
streets. 

They said security forces 
kept their distance from 
demonstrators chanting “No 
to treachery!" and “We want 
justice!” 

Burdaini said police made 
no arrests after the riots in an 


attempt to let passions cool. 
He said a large number of 
Palestinian political factions 
had met over the past 24 
hours to try and calm the sit- 
uation. 

“Ail political factions met 
yesterday and unanimously 
called on President Yasser 
Arafat not to ratify the death 
penalty and to form a com- 
mittee to investigate the , 
death of the teenagers," j 
Mohammad Boukhi, a Rafah ! 
teacher, told Reuters. I 

Arafat’s mainstream Fateh 
faction also issued a state- 
ment urging the president not 
to ratify the death sentence. 

“We in Fateh mourn with 
deep sorrow our two hero 
martyrs... who were killed by 
the irresponsible and mis- 
chievous bullets of Palestin- 
ian security members," the 
statement said. 

Palestinian police chief 
Ghazi Jabali said on Thurs- 
day that the two teenagers 
were killed by shots fired 
from an Israeli military post 
near the riot zone. Israel 
denied the charge. 

Hamas said Palestinian 
security men killed the 
teenagers. 


Israel protests to EU over 
position on Jerusalem 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel 
issued a formal protest Friday 
against a European LTnian (EU) 
statement challenging Israel’s 
sovereignly over occupied 
Jerusalem. 

The Likud Party of Prime 
Ministe r Ren y arn m Netanyahu 
ai the sam e time incorporated 
the EU stance into its campaign 
for May elections, saying their 
left-wing opponents will aban- 
don control over the Arab east- 
ern sector of Jerusalem to the 
Palestinians. 

Foreign Minister Ariel 
Sharon sent a letter to Foreign 
Minister Joschka Fischer of 
Germany, the current ECJ pres- 
ident, categorically rejecting an 
EU message describing the sta- 
tus of occupied Jerusalem as a 
“separate body" from Israel. 

The message was transmitted 
to Sharon on March 1 by Ger- 
many's ambassador to Israel- in 
response to an Israeli protest 
over a meeting of EU ambas- 
sadors with Palestinian officials 
in Arab east Jerusalem. 

In the "note vetbal” or infor- 
mal diplomatic message, the 
EU rejected Israel’s right to 
prevent such meetings and 
noted that Israeli sovereignty 
over occupied Jerusalem was 
not recognised under 
international law since the 
1947 UK partition plan which 
created the Jewish state made 
the city an international zone. 

In his response, Sharon said 
Israel “cannot but reject the 


content of the not verbal” 
“Every nation doubtless has 
the right to determine the loca- 
tion of its capital city, as indeed 
Germany itself has recently 
done in declaring the dty of 
Berlin as its capital” be said 
“Some 3,000 years ago the 
Jewish people declared 
Jerusalem to be its capital a 
fact which was repealed 51 
years ago by the state of Israel 
in Jerusalem," Sharon said 
“The government of Israel 
beaded by Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu will 
never allow the division of 
Jerusalem once again," he said 
referring to the illegal annexa- 
tion of Arab east Jerusalem 
after the sector’s occupation in 
the 1967 war. 

Sharon said this “determina- 
tion [is] shared by all shades of 
opinion in Israel.” 

Israeli opposition Labour 
Party leader Ehud Barak, who 
is challenging Netanyahu for 
the premiership in May elec- 
tions, also protested the EU 
stance and sent a similar letter 
of protest to Fiscbet 
“There is a wide national 
consensus, whether the Euro- 
peans like it or not, about 
Jerusalem being the united 
sovereign capital of Israd for- 
ever. period" Barak said in die 
letter. 

But Netanyahu, ignoring 
Barak's seated views, quickly 
moved to capitalise on the row 
in Ws tough campaign for 


reelection. 

In a radio interview 
Netanyahu said die previous 
Labour government had 
allowed the Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority (PNA) to operate 
with impunity out of Orient 
House, the unofficial PLO 
headquarters in Arab east 
Jerusalem which was also at 
the centre of the dispute with 
the ELI. 

Under the Oslo interim peace 
accords with the Palestinians, 
the PNA autonomy govern- 
ment is not authorised to oper- 
ate in Arab east Jerusalem. 

But the accords also require 
Israel to negotiate the future 
status of the city, where Pales- 
tinians hope to establish the 
capital of their own state, in so- 
called final status talks which 
should have been completed 
this May but have yet to start 

Netanyahu successfully cam- 
paign for election in 1996 on 
the slogan that Labour "will 
divide Jerusalem" by granting 
Palestinians control over east 
Jerusalem. 

Likud officials said Thursday 
that in light of die EU initiative 
they were preparing a new’ 
campaign drive around the slo- 
gan “Netanyahu — a strong 
peace and a united Jerusalem." 

‘Barak will give in to [Pales- 
tinian President Yasser] Arafat 
on the establishment of a Pales- 
tinian state with Jerusalem as 
its capital,” Likud said in a 
statement. 


Europeans mostly upbeat at Lafontaine resignation 


PARES (AFP) — European 
governments and markets were 
raosdy relieved Friday at the 
resignation of German finance 
Minister Oskar Lafontaine, 
whose turbulent four-month 
tenure was marked by discard 
with his boss. Chancellor Ger- 
hard Schroeder 

France, whose ties with Ger- 
many had been strained as a 
result seemed in particular to 
view Lafontaine 's departure as a 
positive development 

“Qeariy the divergences 
between the two men could not 
be ignored, and that was one of 
the things that was making 
negotiations so difficult” said 
French Agriculture Minister 
Jean Glavany, referring to 
Schroeder and Lafontaine. 

French Finance Minister 
Dominique Strauss-Kaho 
“regretted” Lafontaine's resig- 
nation, but conceded that coop- 
eration with his successor, Hans 
Eicbri, would “take place under 
better conditions." 

In London, the euro strength- 
ened on fee world’s biggest cur- 
rency exchange as economists 
hailed Lafontaine's departure as 
a turning point for fee troubled 
single currency. 

British analysts also hoped 
that the departure of fee combat- 
ive minister, who had alienated 
fee business community, would 
ease tensions between thepobti- 
cal elite and the technocrats who 
since January have set lending 
rates made fee II- nation euro- 
zone. 

But Austrian Foreign Minister 
Wolfgang Schuessel voiced 
concern at fee timing of the 



File picture dated Jan. 10 showing Oskar Lafontaine, 
right, who resigned Thursday as German finance min- 
ister and Social Democrat party leader, together with 
Hessen state Prune Minister Hans Eicbel during a cam- 
paign rally for Hessen state elections (AFP photo) 


political upheaval in Germany, 
which coincided wife Bonn's 
tenure as the six-moofe presi- 
dent of the European Union 
(EU). 

The resignation “weakens" 
the EU “ar a critical moment," 
Schuessel said. 

That sentiment was not shared 
by Italian Prime Minister Massi- 
mo D’Alema, who said 
Lafontaine's resignation “does 
not upset fee European land- 
scape.” 

D’Alema downplayed the res- 
ignation as a “normal occur- 
rence*’ in politics and said it 

stemmed from “divergences" 
within the leadership of the 
Social Democratic Party (SPD). 

Italian communists Fausto 


Berunotti and Armando Cossut- 
ta. however, viewed 
Lafontaine's departure as a set- 
back for European socialism 
and warned it coiiki have conse- 
quences for the left-wing in 
Europe. 

Spain expressed its hope that 
fee German government would 
return to stability as quickly as 
possible to improve chances for 
success at the Berlin summit on 
March 24-25 at which fee 15 
EU governments are to agree on 
an overhaul of subsidies, agri- 
cultural policy and other bud- 
Setary issues from 2000 to 2006. 

' Every European and tire 
world ai large have an interest in 
ensuring that Germany, the most 
important country of the Euro- 


pean Union, has a stable govern- 
ment," said Spanish govern- 
ment spokesman Josep Pique. 

The Spanish press, however, 
said the change, only 13 days 
before the Berlin summit, was 
not likely to “contribute to the 
success of this meeting." 

It was “very bad news, for 
Germany and for Europe," and 
“complicates" final negotiations 
on Agenda 2000 EU reform, 
said El Pais. 

Belgium's financial l’Echo 
called the changeover a victory 
for the euro, and for the Euro- 
pean Central Bank, which it said 
would now ■‘have a lot more 
elbow room.’* 

The Finnish daily Helsingin 
Sanomar said fee change 
angered ill for Finland’s EU 
presidency which begins next 
July because it threatened to 
delay adoption of Agenda 2000. 

In Germany, employers were 
clearly overjoyed at the depar- 
ture of a bogey man they 
blamed for tax-and-spend eco- 
nomic policies, although track 
unions, which had been big sup- 
porters of Lafontaine, were 
glum. 

Olaf Henkel president of the 
Federation of German Industry 
(BDI), cautioned that 
Lafontaine’s resignation was 
only a first step. 

‘Tt depends what happens 
next," he told NDR-4 Info radio. 
“The important thing is that the 
policies feat were associated 
wife fee name of Lafontaine 
also change." 
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May 4 is ‘sacred date’ 
for Palestinians — Arafat 


LONDON t AFP) — Pales- 
tinian President Yasser 
Arafat reaffirmed his com- 
mitment Thursday lo uni- 
laterally declaring a Pales- 
tinian 'state on May 4, 
despite international 
objections. 

Speaking after talks here 
with British Prime Minis- 
ter Tony Blair. Arafat said 
May 4. the expiry of the 
five-year interim phase of 
the 1994 Oslo peace 
accords, “is for us a sacred 
date." 

He said the Oslo accords 
had been co-signed by the 
United States. Russia and 
the European Union, mak- 
ing them “an international 
agreement." 

The United States. Israel 
and the European Union 
want a declaration of an 
independent Palestinian 


state postponed, fearing it 
may heighten tensions in 
the Middle East, particu- 
larly with elections in 
Israel on May 17. 

In the face of such oppo- 
sition, Arafat hinted that 
the date was still the sub- 
ject of negotiation. 

While insisting the date 
of May 4 had been agreed 
at Oslo and “reasserted 
and reaffirmed" at Octo- 
ber's Wye River talks with 
Israel, he said discussions 
on the issue were continu- 
ing. 

He said: “We are now 
engaged in intensive con- 
sultations in the Palestin- 
ian leadership and among 
our friends and interlocu- 
tors internationally." 

Arafat said he had held 
*‘a very in-depth discus- 
sion" with Blair. “We are 


always impressed by his 
grasp of Middle East rela- 
tions." 

The meeting at Blair's 
Downing Street office 
lasted one hour. 

Palestinian sources here 
earlier said Arafat would 
be calling on Blair to put 
more pressure on Israel to 
bow to Palestinian calls 
for statehood and to imple- 
ment Wye River. 

A Downing Street 
spokesman said the prime 
minister bad stressed 
Britain's commitment to 
helping the Palestinian 
economy and discussed 
more aid for the territory 
over the next three years. 

No figure was put on 
how much cash the gov- 
ernment was ready to give, 
but the spokesman said 
Blair “talked in terms of 


millions" of pounds. 

They also discussed the 
Wye River agreement, 
brokered by the United 
States last year but which 
has been suspended by 
Israel. 

“The prime minister 
wanted to speak to Yasser 
Arafat about where that 
was going and urged him 
to implement the Palestin- 
ian side of the agreement," 
the spokesman added. 

Blair made it clear the 
negotiations “needed a 
push." 

Arafat, who met King 
Abdullah on Wednesday 
and President Hosni 
Mubarak of Egypt a day 
earlier, said the Palestinian 
people's aspirations to 
statehood were supported 
by other Arab nations. 



An Israeli peace activist (R) helps a Palestinian woman as they rebuild a Palestinian house in the village of 
Anata near occupied Jerusalem on Friday 1999. The activists from the Peace Now group have tried to rebuild 
the house on three occasions in the past but each time the Israeli army has tom down the building on the 
grounds that it is unlicensed (AFP photo) 


Hizbollah rewards killers of gen- 
eral, vows to continue resistance 


BEIRUT (AFP) — The 
Islamist Hizbollah movement 
on Thursday rewarded guer- 
rillas who killed a top Israeli' 
general in south Lebanon last 
month and warned Israel it 
would pay dearly if it 
changed “die rules of the 
game." 

Israeli officials have vowed 
to avenge the death of 
Brigadier General Erez Ger- 
stein. one of seven Israelis 
killed in the south Lebanon 
conflict so far this year, and 
talked of abandoning a 1996 
mice accord that prohibits 
attacks on civilians. 

But a Hizbollah official said 
such moves “revealed the 


aggressive nature" of the 
Israeli government 
“If the enemy targets 
Lebanese civilians, he will 
have changed the rules 
imposed on him by the resis- 
tance in the April [1996] 
arrangements. He will find 
hims elf embroiled in an 
adventure in which he will 
pay a vety heavy price," the 
official said in a statement 
The 1996 ceasefire accord 
ended Israel's 17-day Grapes 
of Wrath offensive against 
Hizbollah guerrillas in which 
175 people, mostly civilians, 
lost their lives. 

At a special ceremony 
Thursday, Hizbollah secretary 


general Sheikh Hassan Nas- 
rallah paid tribute to the fight- 
ers involved in the killing of 
Gerstem, one of four Israelis 
blown up by a roadside bomb 
in south Lebanon on February 
28. 

The guerrillas received the 
"Shield of Imam Hussein," 
the grandson of the Prophet 
Mohammed, and a copy of 
die Holy Koran in “esteemed 
recognition of their Jihad, 
Islam's holy war, and their 
immense sacrifices," a 

Hizbollah statement said 

without disclosing their num- 
ber. 

Other members of Hizbol- 
lah’s armed wing, the Islamic 


Resistance, involved in dead- 
ly attacks in Israel's so-called 
"security zone” in south 
Lebanon were also honoured 
at die ceremony. 

“Your strikes have shaken 
the enemy and thrown their 
mili tary aid political institu- 
tions into disarray," Nasrallah 
said. 

Hizbollah. backed by Syria 
and Iran, spearheads the guer- 
rilla war to force Israel out of 
southern Lebanon where the 
Jewish state has maintained a 
military presence since 1974 
despite a UJNf. resolution call- 
ing for its withdrawal. 


Rabin’s daughter enters Israeli politics 


HERZILYA PITUACH CAP) 
— In a small round trinket 
dangling from a gold chain at 
her neck, Dalia Rabin- 
Philosof carries a black-and- 
white photograph of her slain 
father. 

She wears it on the cam- 
paign trail as a reminder that 
she entered politics to revive 
the vision of peace that was 
interrupted when her father, 
Yitzhak Rabin, was gunned 
down. 

“If not for the assassination 
and its results, I would not be 
in politics," said the 48-year- 
old Labour lawyer in an inter- 
view at her home in an 
upscale Tel Aviv suburb 
Thursday. 

Rabin-Philosof. however, is 
not running for parliament 
with her father's Labour Party. 
Instead, she has brought his 
legacy and name to a new 
centrist party. 

Six months after then-Prime 
Minister Rabin was killed in 


1995 by an ultranationalist 
Jew opposed to his peace 
deals with the Palestinians, die 
Labour Party lost reelection to 
the Likud Party’s Benyamin 
Netanyahu — who also 
fiercely opposed die accords. 

Seeing the party ousted 
from power was “devastat- 
ing" Rabin-Philosof said. She 
went to work as a lawyer for 
Israel’s powerful unions, lead- 
ing their fight against 
Netanyahu's government. 

Then, ahead of May 17 elec- 
tions, she chose to run for a 
parliament seat with the still 
unnamed centrist party found- 
ed by three renegades from 
Netanyahu's Likud and a pro- 
tege of her father. 

The choice brought criti- 
cism from friends, the press 
and her mother, Leah. 

"There were difficulties," 
she said, leaning back into foe 
pale yellow sofa in her spa- 
cious living room. 

“My mother preferred that I 


go to Labour. I chose my way, 
and I thought it was a better 
way for me, and rite accepted 
it. She probably won't vote for 
me, which is unfortunate, but 
we go on with our family lives 
and tty to overcome differ- 
ences,” she said. 

But fra: her the choice is 
dear. The Labour Party, 
though foil of ‘Impressive 
people" like its candidate for 
prime minister, Eh Lid Barak, 
will not be able to oust 
Netanyahu, she says. 

A moderate centrist party 
wiD be able to draw votes 
away from Netanyahu, she 
says, envisioning a unity gov- 
ernment led by either Barak or 
her party leader, Yitzhak 
MonJechai. 

“The Labour Party for 
[Rabin] was the right platform 
to run for prime minister, but I 
don't see it as my natural 
home." She felt she would be 
seen as a token there with lit- 
tle chance for an influential 


position. She was given a 
senior dot in the centrisr party. 

That was a disappointment 
for labour. Barak, a former 
general who was close to 
Rabin, evokes his predeces- 
sor’s name in every speech 
and public appearance, hop- 
ing to capture some of Rabin's 
appeal. 

Asked Thursday about 
JRabin-PMosofs choice, , 
Barak said softly, “it's her 
decision, I don't really want to 
comment on it" Despite 
growing up the daughter of a 
general, defence minister, 
ambassador and prime raims- 
ter, life in politics is new to 
Rabin-Philosof. “My father’s 
concept was to keep the chil- 
dren away from the lime - 
light.” That changed after the 
assassination. She, her brother 
Yuval, her mother and her 
daughter Noa, who gave a 
moving eulogy at the funeral, 
have taken on the role of pre- 
serving Rabin’s legacy. 


Israeli MP laments frayed ties with 
Egypt on peace treaty anniversary 


CAIRO (AFP) — Israeli 
opposition MP Yossi Beilin 
said here Thursday it was a 
“tragedy" that Egyptian-Israeli 
ties had sunk so low on the eve 
of the 20th anniversary of their 
peace treaty. 

Beilin, a leader of the Labour 
party and outspoken supporter 
of peace accords with tire 
Palestinians, said he was trying 
to maintain ties vvith Egypt at a 
time when Premier Benyamin 
Netanyahu's government had 
neglected them 
‘‘What happened to us is a 
tragedy." Beilin said, noting 
that there were few official vis- 
its between Tel Aviv and Cairo 
even though they are less than 
an hour away by plane. “This 
should never have happened-" 
He said he was on a 10-hour 
istit to Cairo tor talks with 
Egyptian presidential advisor 
Osama Baz and Foreign Min- 
ister Amr Musa in a country 
vital to achieving broader 
peace because it is close to the 
Palestinians. 

Twenty years after Israel and 


Egypt broke a ‘“psychological 
barrier'* and signed their peace 
treaty on Mach 26, 1979, 
“regrettably, I can’t say it is 
being celebrated." Beilin said. 

“After 20 years, [the relation- 
ship with EgyptJ is at one of its 
lowest points." he told a news 
conference organised by the 
Foreign Press Association. 

This is a “very sad situation." 
he added. 

Relations have soured since 
the hardline Netanyahu took 
power in 19% and slowed tire 
peace process with the Pales- 
tinians, whDe Israel has 
accused Egypt of “meddling" 
in its domestic affairs and 
improperly influencing Pales- 
tinian leader Yasser Arafat in 
his calks withTsrael 

But Beilin said he would try 
May— 

elections and revive the push 
for peace. When pressed on 
what would happen if 
Netanyahus right-wing Likud 
won. he believed the peace 
process would survive. 

“I think the peace process is 


stronger than all of us." said 
Beilin who pushed for Egypt- 
ian-Israeli peace and was an 
architect of the 1993 break- 
through in Oslo that led to 
Palestinian autonomy. 

Earlier this year Beilin pro- 
posed a peace plan designed to 
end tire deadlock in Israeli- 
Palestinian negotiations and 
atgued in favour of an Israeli 
pullout from southern 
Lebanon. Beilin has stressed 
that his peace proposals rested 
on the agreement of Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat to 
delay the planned May 4 decla- 
ration of a Palestinian state. 

“Linder my proposal. Israel 
will declare itself ready to 
recognise right away a deraili- 
"tadsed Palestinian state, with- 
out its borders and its capital 
"being defined and tu leave 50 
per cent of the West Bank, if 
that state is proclaimed on Jan- 
uary 1. 2000." Beilin said in 
January. 

“I have worked for a year to 
avoid a unilateral declaration 
of independence by Mr. Arafat 


on May 4. because that would 
have brought about the end of 
the Oslo process. Israel’s 
annexation of occupied territo- 
ries, even an outbreak of Pales- 
tinian violence." he said. 

On Tuesday Musa said that 
Arafat would stick to the May 
4 Hnre and voiced support for 
the Palestinian leader. 

Musa spoke at the end of a 
meeting in Cairo between 
Arafat and Mubarak, who told 
an economic summit in Davos, 
Switzerland, in February that 
he was in favour of a delay. 

Emad Gad. a researcher at 
Egypt's pro-govemment A1 
Ahram Centre for Political and 
Strategic Studies, said Cairo 
hoped to resume its key medi- 
cating role with foe Palestinians' 
which has stopped during 
N etanyah u s term: 

“Egypt has many cards with 
the Palestinians," Gad told 
AFP. 

Egypt mediated the 1994 
Israel-Palestinian deal in Cairo 
that implemented the Oslo 
agreement. 


Turkey deploys police as sect marks bloody riots 


ISTANBUL (R) — Several 
thousand Turkish riot police 
sealed off an impoverished 
Muslim minority district in 
Istanbul as about 500 people 
gathered to mark foe fourth 
anniversary of riots which 
killed 17 residents. 

Although thousands usually 
turn out to commemorate 
Turkey’s worst rioting in recent 
memory, police action helped 
keep the numbers down tins 
year at a time of increased ten- 
sion in Istanbul 

Trouble-prone districts like 
Gazi, where most Muslim Ale- 


vis are also Kurdish, have been 
under close police scrutiny 
since the arrest ofKunl guerril- 
la chief Abdullah Ocalan last 
month. 

Police at checkpoints 
searched and turned away par- 
ticipants from early in the 
morning, while special forces 
marksmen with rifles kept 
watch from rooftops. 

Journalists were kept away 
from foe area. 

Members of leftist radical 
groups hid along side streets as 
armoured vehicles cruised by. 
Two bumt-out cars were 


dragged onto foe road in a 
botched attempt to set up a bar- 
ricade. 

“Gazi has been under siege 
in- foe last two days and they 
have not let our friends in," a 
speaker told the crowd. 

Some 500 Gazi residents 
assembled in front of a coffe- 
house frequented by Alevi 
Muslim’s where four years ago 
two people were gunned down 
by unknown attackers. 

Angry residents clashed with 
police in riots beginning cm 
March 1 2, 1995. and 17 people 
were killed Television pictures 


at the time showed riot police 
firing into the crowd 

"Gazi martyrs are immortal." 
the crowd chanted as they 
marched towards the cemetery. 
The procession was lead by 
relatives of foe dead carrying 
photographs of those killed and 
symbolic red carnations. 

The group later dispersed 
peacefully. 

“We will not allow foe sepa- 
ratist organisation's flag to be 
waved here." Istanbul's chief 
of police earlier declared refer- 
ring to (Xalan’s outlawed Kur- 
dish Labour Party (PKK). 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 47731H-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

19:10 News headlines 

19:35 Doc -Perspective 

20:00 News in Arabic (Channel 
2 links up with channel 1 ) 

20:30 Programme on the late 
His Majesty King Hussein 
21:00 Islamic History in Jordan 
21:30 ....On the Bonks of Jordan 

22:00 News in English 

22:10 Doc. - National Geographic 
23:00 News in Arabic (Channel 
2 links up with channel 1) 


PRAYER TIMES 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


04:28 

IK-45 


11:45..., 


15:08 

‘Asrl 

17:45 ... 


19:02.... 

’Isha 


CHURCHES 

Sl Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh, Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church TeL 

4632785 

St Joseph Church Tel. 4624590 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
4622366 

Anglican Church TeL 
4624853/4624811. 

Sl Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 4771751. 

Amman Internationa] Church 
Tel. 5865897 


German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL 581 1295 - 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints TeL 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
SaDe College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
464613S 

Church of Presentatiorc Swei- 
fieh TeL 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The Knglkh . f -ang na gip 

Catholic Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 

462S052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church TeL 4771 331 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by die Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 

Moderate weather conditions 
will prevail during the day 
becoming cool at night It will 
be cloudy with winds north- 
easterly moderate. In Aqaba, it 
will be moderate, skies partly 
cloudy, winds northerly mod- 
erate, and seas calm. 


MmTMax. temp. 

Amman 

Aqaba 


Deserts 


06/19 

13/25 

04/21 


Jordan Valley 13/27 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 19 Aqaba 24. Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 19 per cent 
Aqaba 33 per cent. 

Following are the tempreatures 
expected today in the following 
areas: 


IRBID: 

Queen Alia lnd. Airport -44-53200 

-.(02)275555 

Dr. Ginzi Ta’amneb (02)250080 
Fou'ad Pharmacy .(02)275360 

Roman Catholic Hospital 
- - (02)27^75 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Threq Hjjjawi__( 05)985445 
Palestine Pharmacy..! 05)983562 

HOSPITALS 

Ibn AJ Nafees Hospital 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

102)7102831. (02) 710201 T 


Special Surgery 5921199 

Speciality Hospital __ (02) 7103100 


Ajkxu 


-06/14 


Jerasfa — 
Um Qays. 


.07/19 

07/19 


Madaba. - .06/18 

Petra ,.07/19 

Dead Sea 15/27 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

■*» 

AMMAN: 

DuKhafilbstoq 4757253 

Dc Bahjat Bader 5332642 

De WaflqQaddumi 4893542 

De Nasser Ibrahim 5350432 

AMMAN: 

Firas Pharmacy .5661912 

A1 Salam Pharmacy 4636730 
Mayadah Pharmacy ..5537004 
Rukn AJ Dawa Pharmacy 5536169 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Centro] Centre_...46371I! 
Qvfl Defence Department J5661 11 1 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue .4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency, ....199 
Rente ft>&e 192.4621111,4637777 

Fire Brigade —4617101 

Blood Bank. .4775121 

Highway Police. 5343402 

Traffic Police .4896390 

Public Security Dept 463032 1 

Hotel Complaints. 5605800 

Price Complaints. 5661176 

Vito&Sew^Ccraptare .4897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints — ... —.787111 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 0132 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs — -...4623101 

Abdali TeL Repairs — 5661 101 

JordanTelevision - .4773111 

Radio Jordan 4774111 

Water Authority 5680100 

J. Ekctridty Authority 5815615 

Electric Power Co 463638 1 

RJ Flight Informarion..44-53200 


The Islamic. Abdli 5666131/7 

Hussein Medical Centre— 5856856 

Luzmila. ! 4630195 

Khalidi Maternity— 464428176 

Akileh Maternity. — .4642441/2 
JabaJ Amman Matemity—4642362 
Malhas, J. Amman. — 4636140 
Palestine, Shmdsani —.5607071 

Shmrisani Hospital 5607431 

Jordan Hospital 5607550 

University Hospital 5353444 

Al-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 5664164/6 

Italian. ALMuhajreen 4777101/3 

ALBashir. 4775111/26 

Army, Marka .489161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital — ....5I57I00 

Amal Hospital 5607155 

A] Amal Cancer Centre .5353000 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

(091983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

__ 1 09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital.... (09)98673 1 
A1 HKkma Modem Hospital 
- (09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya HospitaL..t03)2014! 1 1 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
(44)53200 where it should always 
be verified. Information on other 
flights is obtained on telephone 
(44) 52700 or (44) 5232S0. Infor- 
mation on Royal Wings flights 
can be supplied on phone 
4875201-5 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) flights 

08:00 ......Damascus tRJ) 

09L30 .Tehran (RJ) 

09:30 New Delhi (RJ) 

0955 Karachi Dubai tRJ) 


10KI5 Beirut (RJ) 

10:15 — . — Doha. Bahrain iRJi 

10L35 Colombo <RJ) 

15:00 ..New York. Amsterdam iRj) 

15:55 .London (Rjj 

16:20 Cairo (RJ> 

17:00 Jeddah (add) (RJj 

19:10 Franfcfun (Rjj 

21:30 Rome. Milan (RJ) 

24:30 Brussels! add HRJ» 

Wk35 -Paris (mjdj (Rjj 

01:59 Jeddah (add) tRj» 

02:05 — Lamaca (RJ) 

-Bangkok. Doha (RJ) 


Other Flights 

13:15 Riyadh iSVj 

13:20 Abu Dhabi. Doha tGF) 

Milan ' AZ) 

|£ :05 Vienna (OS) 

*^•99 Dubai, Damascus f EKt 

52 Beirut (ME) 

Paris (AFj 

Frankfort i LH) 

d- ■; -Cairo<MS> 

~2-5s London. Damascus (BAi 

•■■■■■Belgrade UIj) 

ttlrlo Amsterdam, Beirut (KL.i 

Royal Wings (RW) 

08:30 Aqaba (arriving ar QAIA) 
(RW) 

l arriving at QAIAi 

18:00 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Ajrponl (RW) 


departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJi Flights 

96:30 Beirut (RJ) 

09:00 -Aqaba. Milan, Rome (RJ) 

Frankfurt (RJ) 

11:30 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

* 2:00 Brussels (addMRT) 

*2:00 Geneva. Madrid (RT) 

^2 :ls Xondon (RJ) 

12:30 .Cairo (RJ) 

U:S0 Paris (RJ) 

20:00 ....Riyadh. Dhahran (RJ) 

20:15 Bombay tRJ) 

20:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

21:30 Jeddah i addMRJ) 

23:00 ..Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

23:00 Lamaca (RJ) 

03:30 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


Other Flights 

96:15 Damascus. London (BA) 

J* 83 ® Lamaca ICY) 

14:10 Abu Dhabi, Bahrain (GF) 

Riyadh (SV) 

Vienna (OS) 

— Milan (AZ) 

-Dubai tEK) 

Beirut (ME) 

-■■Cairo (MS) 

° Belgrade fJU) 

rrf! - Amsterdam (KLJ 

tra^sO Damascus, Frankfurt (LH) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

06:00 Aqaba (from QAIA) 

(RW) V J 

08:30 Aqaba (from Marka Air- 
portMRW) 

19:45 Aqaba (from Marka Air- 

ponjiRW) 


t 


C 
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Jordanian bankers need time before IAF issues fatwa on illicit profit draft law exclusions 

invesnng in new European currencv By Francesca Ciriaci in 1 990 following a convene a joint session to IAF’s fatwa. 

w ■ J request from the Lower discuss and vote on drafts "The [narliamentarian! 



- 


3 ties with 
tniversary 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

AMMAN — ■ Several Jor- 
danian bankers and 
investors said, they need 
time to consider investing 
in the euro. Europe’s sin- 
gle currency unit since 
January 1. 

They said the new 
international currency has 
to prove itself in global 
Financial markets before 
they initiate investments 
in the shared currency — 
} the main rival of the 
almighty American dollar 
— as the world’s premier 

monetary unit. 

Jordanian banks joined 
the rest of the world in 
trading in the euro earlier 
this year, opening 
accounts and letters of 
credit. But the Jordanian 
dinar remains backed by 
foreign currencies and is 
fixed to the dollar at a rate 
of 0.70S fils. 

‘The question of how 
quickly local investors 
will invest in the euro 
depends on the credibility 
of the European Central 
Bank," said Hilal Abu 
Zeid, regional manager for 
research and investment at 
the Cairo Amman Bank. 

"The euro must establish 
a track record of monetary 
stability and of low infla- 
tion before it can com- 
mand a lot of demand in 
the international market,” 
Abu Zeid said. 

He was speaking at 
Wednesday’s one-day 
seminar on the impact of 
the euro on Jordan's econ- 
omy. The seminar was 
organised by the Friedrich 
Naumann Foundation in 
cooperation with the 
Young Entrepreneurs 
Association. 

The euro has replaced 1 1 
European currencies, 
notably the Deutsche 
Mark, and the French 
Franc, while the new 
European Central Bank 
(ECB) is managing the 


monetary policy for Euro- 
pean countries using the 
single money. 

The ECB has been made 
an independent entity to 
avoid the possibility that it 
could be susceptible to 
political influence by indi- 
vidual governments. 

Local bankers say credi- 
bility remains a large fac- 
tor influencing the 
international attraction of 
currencies such as the 
euro. 

They said they believe 
Jordanian businesspeople 
also will consider the issue 

‘The question 
of how quickly 
local investors 
will invest in 
the euro 
depends on 
the credibility 
of the 
European 
Central Bank’ 


— Abu Zeid 

of interest rates on the 
euro as opposed to interest 
rates on the U.S. dollar 
before they invest in the 
euro. J 

The econpmic situation 
in the 11 European coun- 
tries compared to the eco- 
nomic situation in the 
United Stales is another 
element determining Jor- 
danian investment in the 
European ■ currency, 
bankers said at the meet- 
ing- 

"Despite all the factors 


that will determine our use 
of the euro, Jordan will 
have to use the euro to 
some extent when in trade 
and investment,” Abu Zeid 
told the Jordan Times on 
the sidelines of the semi- 
nar. 

Investment, he said, will 
depend on "where the 
EURO is going and the 
perception of its exchange 
rates." 

Participants, who • also 
discussed the euro and its 
effects on Europe and her 
trading partners, agreed 
that a bipolar world will 
exist with the dominance 
of both the U.S. currency 
and the euro. 

This, they said, was wit- 
nessed during the 1930’s 
and 1940’s when the U.S. 
dollar rose and the sterling 
pound declined in a period 
characterized by turmoil 
and large fluctuations in 
exchange rates. 

Some economists said 
they expected such turmoil 
to be repeated today. 

“In the coming years we 
might see a lot more 
volatility in the foreign 
exchange market than we 
are accustomed to,” said 
Abu Zeid. 

Participants said this sit- 
uation will be reflected in 
Jordan’s trade through 
prices, depending on wide 
fluctuations and which of 
the two major currencies 
the country currency is 
fixed to. 

For example, if the Jor- 
danian dinar is fixed 
against the dollar and the 
latter declines against the 
euro, then imports from 
Europe will become more 
expensive and Jordan 
would have imported 
inflation. 

If the opposite were to 
happen, then Jordan would 
have cheaper imports from 
Europe. 

“On the investment side 
there will be money made 
and lost according to 


which currency Jordan is 
fixed to," Abu Zeid con- 
cluded. 

At the seminar, Middle 
East Representative of the 
German Commerzbank 
Hans Georg Priner gave a 
presentation on the euro's 
impact on Europe and its 
trading partners. 

He said that by the year 
2002 all Europeans are to 
* use the euro. 

Because of a lack of 
close European integration 
and coordination in eco- 
nomic and political poli- 
cies, many in Europe 
believe monetary union 
was premature, particular- 
ly without political union. 

According to Priner, "a 
monetary union could be a 
catalyst to bring about 
political union.” 

Some European coun- 
tries, such as England, 
Sweden, and Denmark, 
have not opted for mone- 
tary union as they perceive 
it as a threat to nationalis- 
tic policies. Membership 
in the monetary union dic- 
tates that this prerogative 
be transferred to the ECB 
in Frankfurt, the only 
institution to determine 
European monetary poli- 
cy. 

Unemployment poses 
the largest threat to 
Europe, where there are 18 
million unemployed. Mon- 
etary Union is expected to 
aggravate unemployment 
in Europe. 

“Greater competition, 
and bigger entities will 
create unemployment and 
a shift of industries from 
weak regions to stronger 
ones,” Priner told the Jor- 
dan Times. 


Germany to provide $38m in aid, 
News in brief agrees to $28m debt swap 
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Arabs seek coordinated stand 

i 

ahead of Arafat’s visit to Washington 

i 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Information and Cul- 
ture Nasser Lawzi said on Friday that Jordan under the 
leadership of His Majesty King Abdullah seeks to devel- 
op its relations with all Arab countries, particularly 
Egypt. In an interview with Sawt A1 Arab Radio, Lawzi 
said the foreign ministers of Egypt, Jordan and Palestine 
will hold a meeting to coordinate their efforts in support 
of the Palestinian stand prior to Palestinian leader Yass- 
er Arafat’s visit to Washington. 

Dalabih named ARA head 

AMMAN ("Petra) — A Royal Decree was issued on Fri- 
day appointing Yussef Dalabih as president of the Aqaba 
Region Authority (ARA), following the earlier resigna- 
tion of Mohammad Smadi. 


Labour minister meets 
labour union president 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Labour Eid Fayez on 
Friday met with the president and members of the Fed- 
eration of Jordanian Labour Unions. [ 


What's Going On 


By Alia Shukri FFam»ph 

AMMAN — Germany has 
agreed to provide Jordan 
with Deutsche marks 68 mil- 
lion ($38 million) in financial 
and technical assistance for 
1999, an aid increase of eight 
per cent than last yean 

The German embassy’s 
charge d'affaires, Mathias 
Ohne Mueller said Thursday 
the aid package will be divid- 
ed into two tranches: $32 
million in loans mainly to be 
used for water and waste- 
water projects, and the 
remaining $5.6 million in 
grams for technical assis- 
tance. 

"The bulk of the first 
tranche will be allocated to 
Irbid’s waste-water treatment 
plant,” Mueller added. 

Germany last year provid- 
ed Jordan with a JD6.6 mil- 
lion for the construction of a 
plant that will provide the 
greater hbid area with a com- 
prehensive sewage system. 

Mueller said Germany has 


also agreed to swap $28 mil- 
lion in Jordanian debts to 
Bonn, bringing up to $100.4 
million the total debt swap 
granted in the last few years. 

He said an additional $15 
million in soft loans granted 
to Jordan last year but not 
used will be reallocated this 
year as a gram. 

Jordanian sectors standing 
to gain out of the aid package 
are water, agriculture, envi- 
ronment, information sys- 
tems. and institutional sup- 
port 

The agreement signed on 
Wednesday between Minis- 
ter of Planning Riraa Khalaf 
and the Director General of 
the German Economic Coop- 
eration Depanmenu was part 
of an annual meeting to dis- 
cuss the volume of aid pro- 
vided by Germany each year. 

Germany is one of Jordan’s 
largest donors. Between 
1962 and 1998, it provided 
the Kingdom with $951 mil- 
lion in soft loans and grants. 


Jordanian tourism professionals 
win international award 


Films 

. German film “Das Leben ist erne Baustelle” (with 
subtitles in English) at Goethe-Instituu Jabal Amman on 
Wednesday March 17 at 6:00 p.m. 

. -The Mask of Zorro” at Books @Caf£, Jabal 
Amman on Sunday March 14 at 8:30 p.m. (Tel. 

4650457/S 

Lecture 

. "Poe !rv in the Classroom: Team’s Requests" by 

Dr Nicholas Unfield, at the Bnnsh Council. Jabal 
Amman or! Monday March 15 at 5:00 p.m. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Four 
Jordanian tourist experts 
have been awarded the 
“Golden Helm” 

international tourism 
award. 

These tourism profes- 
sionals were officially 
awarded Golden Helm dur- 
ing an official ceremony 
and in an international in 
Milan, Italy, in February 
1999. 

The awardees are: Zaki 
Abdullatif, manager of 
Kuwait Airways in Jordan, 
who was also elected as 
vice-president of the 
international association 
"Golden Helmsens of 
Tourism;” Sami Joudeh, 
director of marketing and 
sales of Saudia Airlines in 
Jordan; Usama Faraj, man- 
ager of Royal Jordanian, 
Italy; and Awni Kawar. 


general manager of Petra 
Tours. 

The Golden Helm award 
is given to tourism profes- 
sionals who have con- 
tributed to the development 
of international tourism 
with competence, dedica- 
tion, and professionally. 

The “Golden Helmsmen 
of Tourism” was founded in 
1974 by international travel 
experts including the Faik 
Bisharat. The Jordan 
branch was created in 1998. 
His Majesty King Abdullah 
Ben A1 Hussein is the hon- 
orary president, Nader 
Dahabi is president of the 
board, and Saeed Sawalha 
is vice-president. Member- 
ship includes a selection of 
travel and tourism person- 
nel, hotels, and public rela- 
tions and publishing enter- 
prises. 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

AMMAN — An Islamic 
Action Front (LAF) com- 
mittee has issued a fatwa 
(religious injunction) con- 
demning recent indica- 
tions from senators and 
deputies that they may 
exclude themselves from 
an anti-corruption draft 
law requiring officials to 
declare their assets upon 
taking office. 

"The decision is a fla- 
grant violation of the prin- 
ciples of justice and equal- 
ity... and is null and void 
from a religious point of 
view,” said an IAF state- 
ment, issued on Thursday 
and signed by Shari *a 
Committee President 
Ibrahim Zeid Keilani. 

The Legal Affairs Com- 
mittee of the Lower and 
Upper House last week 
reached a consensus on the 
anti-corruption draft, 
which has been sitting on 
the Senate's shelves for 
seven years due to dis- 
agreements between the 
two Houses. 

The draft, officially 
titled “Law Against Dlicit 
Profit,” aimed to fill a vac- 
uum deriving from the 
absence of a ministerial 
code of conduct. 

It was submitted to Par- 
liament by the government 


in 1990 following a 
request from the Lower 
House. 

It was volleved back and 


The decision 
is a flagrant 
violation of 
the principles 
of justice and 
equality... and 
is null and 
void from a 
religious point 
of view’ 

— IAF 

forth from the Lower to 
the Upper House, which 
rejected it twice, over two 
years. Senators objected to 
seven articles of the law, 
including one stipulating 
that rhey, in addition to 
ministers and deputies, 
also submit a personal 
financial assessment upon 
appointment. 

According to the Consti- 
tution, Parliament must 


convene a joint session to 
discuss and vote on drafts 
that have been rejected 
twice by either House. 
Senators and deputies 
must muster a two-thirds 
majority before a draft 
becomes law in such cir- 
cumstances. 

After last week's meet- 
ing, chaired by Senate 
President Zeid Rifa'3 and 
attended by Lower House 
Speaker Abdul Hadi 
Majati, senators said 
deputies appeared con- 
vinced of accepting the 
viewpoint of their col- 
leagues in the Upper 
House. 

If approved by a joint 
session, expected to con- 
vene next year, the Sen- 
ate's proposal would 
exempt deputies and sena- 
tors from declaring their 
assets — including proper- 
ty, stocks, business inter- 
ests, bonds and securities 
— and from providing rel- 
evant legal documentation 
upon their swearing in to 
office. The law would still 
be applicable to Cabinet 
members and other cate- 
gories of high-ranking 
civil servants. 

A chorus of protest from 
opposition parties and 
independent politicians 
raised after last week's 
meeting preceded the 


IAF’s fatwa. 

"The [parliamentarians’] 
decision contradicts Islam- 
ic teachings, and all that 
we have learned from the 
Sunna Nabawieh (tradition 
of the Prophet Moham- 
mad) and His companions, 
namely that all those in 
authority must be held 
accountable, with no 
exceptions.” the IAF said, 
quoting verses of the Holy 
Koran and the Hadith 
(Sayings) on upholding 
the principles of equality 
and justice in governance. 

“‘Nations before you 
were destroyed because, 
when the high-ranking 
among them stole, they 
were let go. while the 
meek among them who 
stole were punished,'” said 
one of the Hadith. recalled 
in the IAF statement. 

Columnists also voiced 
criticism of parliamentari- 
ans' inclination to omit 
themselves from the cate- 
gories requested to 
account for their assets 
upon taking office. 

A1 Ra’i’s Saleh Qallab 
wrote yesterday that 
"deputies, elected by the 
people to protect the 
national interest and check 
the government, should be 
the first ones to fight cor- 
ruption.” 


Authorities investigate assault of child, 
three children killed in fire 


By Rana Husseini 

AMMAN — Authorities 
are searching for two 
youths who reportedly 
assaulted a 10-year-old 
boy in the Wihdat area 
Wednesday, according to 
official sources. 

The victim, who could 
not be identified because 
of his age, was found 
bleeding, .ore : -a ; -Wihdat 
spreet, che source .said. 

The official told the Jor- 
dan Times Friday that the 
child received severe cuts 
to bis front thighs that 
were probably caused by 
switchblades. 

"Officials suspect the 
child might have been 
molested, although there 


are no traces of sodomy.” 
the source said. 

He added that the child, 
who suffered from mild 
mental difficulties, 

informed police that two 
youths dragged him to a 
deserted area and molested 
him. 

He added the child suf- 
fered from bruises, biting 
and finger scratches on 
? $ame parts of his body. 

Meanwhile, three chil- 
dren were reportedly 
killed when a fire engulfed 
their house in the Hiteen 
Refugee Camp in Zarqa. 
according to Civil Defence 
Department (CDD) offi- 
cials. 

The three children, Mari- 
am, six, Ibrahim, four, and 


Ahmad, two. had been left 
alone in their home on 
Tuesday by their parents 
while a lit kerosene heater 
burned in their absence, 
the official told the Jordan 
Times Friday evening. 

“Most probably one of 
the children accidentally 
turned the heater over and 
a fire engulfed the house,” 
the official said. 

The CDD rescue, teanjs . 
ini, alerted by '.neigh- 
bours who reported Seeing 
smoke and flames emitting 
from the windows. 

Two of the three victims 
were burnt beyond recog- 
nition. the official told the 
Jordan Times. 

In other incident on 
Thursday, police were 
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Palestinian affairs department 
offers journalists tours of camps 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Department of Palestinian 
Affairs today is organising a 
series of tours by journalists 
to the Palestinian refugee 
camps in Jordan to focus 
attention on the situation in 
the camps and the services 
provided by the Jordanian 
government. 

Department Director 
Ibrahim Badran announced 
the plans at a press confer- 
ence and said the tours will 
continue until June 5. He 
added that they are designed 
to draw public attention to the 
government’s efforts to 
improve the living condition 
of the camps residents and 
the infrastructure services 
being introduced. 

Badran said Jordan's policy 
towards the issue of Pales- 
tinians remains clear and 
unchanged. The Kingdom 
seeks the restoration of the 
refugees' tights within the 
framework of the 


international legitimacy, 
which does not encroach on 
their rights as Jordanian citi- 
zens. he said. 

Referring to Jordan's assis- 
tance to the refugees. Badran 
said the Kingdom backs the 
Palestinian quest to establish 
an independent stare on 
Palestinian soil, and has 
played a supportive role at 
the international level in 
defence of the Palestinian 
people’s right to repatriation 
and compensation. 

He sad by pursuing this 
policy. Jordan is protecting its 
own national interests and 
those of the Palestinians in 
conformity with the interests 
of the Arab Nation. 

According to Badran, Jor- 
dan is host to 42 per cent of 
all Palestinian refugees 
according to the records of 
the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) 
and directly or indirectly 
spends nearly $350 million 


on the camps annually. 

Badran pointed out that in 
addition to its role of host. 
Jordan is considered the 
largest donor nation to die 
reftigees. It is natural and rea- 
sonable for the Kingdom to 
play a central role in dealing 
with their problem and seek- 
ing to help them regain their 
legitimate rights, he said. 

Badran estimated the num- 
ber of Palestinian reftigees in 
Jordan at Ii million, of 
whom he said 18 per cent 
reside in the camps. He said 
donor nations and 
international organisations 
realise the heavy social, edu- 
cation and health burden 
borne by Jordan in dealing 
with the refugess and provid- 
ing them better living stan- 
dards. 

Badran said the tour of die 
13 refugee camps will enable 
the public to examine first- 
hand the residents’ life. 


investigating the suicide of 
a 29-year-old man in the 
Mahatta neighbourhood, 
one source said. 

The source said the vic- 
tim. M. T.. was found by 
his brother on the roof of 
the building in which he 
resides with a plastic rope 
wrapped around his neck. 

The source added that 
„ the victim, who had 
returned to the. Kingdom 
four days before his death 
after completing his edu- 
cation in Romania. “left no 
note and never made any 
suggestion to any of his 
family members indicating 
that he was suffering from 
any problems.” 

Government 
allocates $12m 
to credit corp. 

AMMAN (Petra) — Min- 
ister of Agriculture 
Hashem Shboul on Friday 
said the government has 
allocated JD12 million to 
the Agricultural Credit 
Corporation (ACC) to be 
extended to livestock 
farmers in the form of 
loans. 

Speaking at a meeting 
with representatives of 
foodstuff merchants' 
association and the fruit 
and vegetable exporters 
society, Shboul said the 
government is trying to 
find solutions to problems 
facing farmers and to sup- 
port them as much as pos- 
sible. 

He added that this year 
is an exceptional one 
because of the draught 
facing the region. 

He said, “we will keep 
in touch with 
international organisa- 
tions in order to help 
solve this problem.” 

Shboul said the King- 
dom's agricultural sector 
requires that public and 
private sector efforts be 
pooled to develop this 
sector through investing 
in “our lands and poten- 
tial resources by planting 
saplings suitable for the 
country, that do not need 
large quantities of water 
in order to compete other 
products worldwide.” 

The minister called on 
the fruit and vegetable 
producers' society to 
cooperate with farmers in 
order to develop packag- 
ing and packing. 
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E. Timor cautious 
on Indonesia’s 
ballot offer 


DILI, Hast Timor (R) — 
Residents in the bloodied 
territory of East Timor 
reacted with caution Friday 
to news they will be able to 
vote in a U.N.-organised 
ballot on whether they want 
autonomy within 

Indonesia. 

Rejection of the proposal 
could open the way for 
independence. 

Most people in the dusty 
seaside capital of Dili wel- 
comed news of the ballot, 
announced by U.N. 
Secretary-General Kofl 
Annan. > 

But a senior pro-indepen- 
dence official said that the 
Indonesian military should 
be withdrawn before the 


vote. 

‘Tf the consultation and 
the voting take place when 
the Indonesian military are 
still here, it is quite difficult 
for U.S., because they will 
try to intimidate our people 
to vote for them," said 
David Dias Ximinez, a 
senior member of the presi- 
dential secretariat of East 
Timor's National Political 
Commission (CPN1, which 
acts as a parliament in wait- 
ing. 

“If some day some inter- 
national police could come 
here, it would be a great 
advantage for us, to let us 
say what we want," he said. 


His comments were 
echoed by local residents. 

“It is good that we have 
been given a chance to 
choose. But unless we are 
allowed to make our choice 
in peace I fear we may see 
more problems here," said 
Victor de Jesus, a school 
teacher shopping in Dili's 
market. 

Many residents said they 
had been following the 
United Nations-sponsored 
talks , between Indonesia 
and Portugal over the fate 
of East Timor future on the 
radio. 

Jakarta and Lisbon have 
agreed to a U.N.-organised 
ballot to determine if the 
800.000 people of the for- 
mer Portuguese colony 
want to remain part of 
Indonesia or want indepen- 
dence. 

Residents also gave only 
a guarded welcome to 



reports that pro-Indonesia 
militias and jailed leader of 
the CPN Xanana Gusmao 
had agreed to discuss the 
territory’s fate without vio- 
lence. 

Pro and anti-Jakarta 
groups clash frequently in 
die impoverished territory. 
Scores have been killed in 
the past six months. 

Ximinez said that the pro- 
independence Falantil 
guerrilla fighters would not 


U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan (centre) and Indonesian foreign minister Ali Alatas (left) listen as Portuguese 
Foreign Minister Jairae G ama speaks at a news conference at the United Nations in New York. Annan, Alatas and 
Gama spoke after it was announced that the two countries had agreed on a ‘direct’ ballot for the people of East 
Timor to decide whether they wanted autonomy or independence (Reuters photo) 


surrender until the 
Indonesian army had left. 

“A ceasefire must be 
between Falantil and the 
Indonesian army... when 
the Indonesian army goes 
out from East Timor. 
Falantil will come down 
(from the mountains) and 
lay down their weapons," 
he said. 


Fernando Cabaterra. a 
pro-independence activist 
looking after refugees who 
have fled pro-Indonesian 
militias, said he believed an 
overwhelming majority of 
East Timorese would 
choose independence. 

“There would be no need 
for a referendum if the mil- 
itary were all pulled out — 


then it would be clear that 
99 per cent of the popula- 
tion want independence" 
he said. 

“Indonesia could have 
won a referendum if they 
held it 10 years ago. but it 
is too late now.” he said. 

Ximinez was more cau- 
tious in his assessment. 

"I don't want to say that 


we are in the majority, but 
you have to see that for 23 
years we have been strug- 
gling for our indepen- 
dence.” he said. 

Indonesia invaded the 
eastern half of Timor island 
in 1975 and annexed it the 
following year in a move 
not recognised by the 
United Nations. 


KLA suggest they back 
Kosovo peace plan 


Kosovo peace monitor says 
violations creeping up 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Malaysia, Singapore resume talks 
on bilateral disputes 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — Senior officials from Malaysia and 
Singapore have resumed talks on a package of outstanding 
bilateral issues and agreed to meet agam-a Smjapcrc for- 
eign ministry spokesman said Friday. The officials! met 
Thursdav in Singapore to follow up uilks between Pnme 
Minister Goh Chok Tong and his Malaysian counterpart 
Mahathir Mohamad last December in Haneion the sidelines 
of a Southeast Asian regional summit. The mesh discussions 
bv officials covered "the package of outstanding bilateral 
issues." the spokesman said, without giving details. No date 
was mentioned for the next round of wlks. .Among the pend- 
ing issues are long-term Malaysian water supply to 
Singapore, customs, immigration and quarantine arrange- 
ments on Lhe railway line connecting them, and use of 
Malavsian airspace ’ by Singapore aircraft. Goh and 
Mahathir had agreed in Hanoi that outstanding issues would 
be discussed “as pan of an overall political package." the 
Singapore spokesman noted. Largely ethnic Chinese 
Singapore was expelled from the Malaysian federation in 
1965 after a stormy two-vear union, amid a dispute over 
Kuala Lumpur’s preferential treatment for ethnic Malays. 
Earlier Friday, Malaysian Foreign Minister Sved Hamid 
Albar said ■‘the faster it (discussions) can be held, the better” 


China to provide military 
assistance to Sierra Leone 


FREETOWN (AFP) — China has agreed to give military 
assistance to President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah s government 
in Siena Leone to help it fight against a rebel insurgency, 
state radio announced here. The Beijing "government will 
not only support Sierra Leone militarily but will also assist 
all countries which have troops in Sierra Leone. Chinas 
Ambassador Wu Ytui said, according to the radio, after talks 
with Kabbah Thursday. The radio report gave no details of 
when or in what form the military aid would be provided. 
Nigerian soldiers make up the bulk of the west African 
ECOMOG military intervention force, which is fighting 
rebels of the Revolutionary United Front i RUF). Ghana, 
Mali, and Guinea are among other countries which have 
deployed contingents in the war-ravaged nation. Wu also 
said that China, which currently holds the rotating presiden- 
cy of the U.N. Security Council, pledged to "use the oppor- 
tunity to lobby support for Sierra Leone from a wider inter- 
national community." The radio added that China has called 
on the RUF to lay down their arms and cooperate with 
Kabbah’s government. RUF rebels and their allies from an 
ousted junta invaded Freetown on Jan. 6. unleashing more 
than two weeks of heavy fighting which killed more than 
5,000 people and left some 200.000 people homeless. 



North Korea lashes out 
at Millennium bug charges 
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PRISTINA. Yugoslavia (AP) 
— Kosovo’s ethnic Albanian 
rebels suggested Friday they 
would accept a U.S-sponsored 
peace plan for the war-tom 
Serbian province. Their back- 
ing would turn up the heat on 
Serbia to sign or face NATO air 
strikes. 

A statement issued by the 
Kosovo Liberation Army 
(KLA) said the plan “was not 
the solution that we would 
want the most ... but it does not 
close all doors to future roads.” 

In another indication that the 
guerrilla leadership was lean- 
ing towards accepting the deal 
pushed by the world powers, 
the statement said: “The future 
of Kosovo depends mostly on 
the Albanians themselves and 
their cooperation with the 
international community.” 

The statement was issued on 
the KLA’s Kosova press 
agency after a reported meet- 
ing of top rebel leaders in lhe 
hills of the Drenica region west 
of Pristina. State radio in 
neighbouring Albania quoted 
unidentified sources as saying 
that KLA commander Hashim 
Thac’u the chief Albanian dele- 
gate to peace talks scheduled 
for Monday, had urged other 
KLA leaders to accept the plan. 

Pacifist Kosovo Albanian 
leader Ibrahim rugova also 
suggested the plan would be 
signed in Paris, although he did 
not specifically say die KLA 
had agreed to do so. 

“The negotiations are over. 
The document is final, and 
we’ll go to Paris to sign 
because there is no more time- 
to negotiate." he told reporters' 
in Pristina. 

If Kosovo Albanians accept 
the agreement at the Paris talks, 
pressure will focus on the 


Serbs to sign. Yugoslav 
President Slobodan Milosevic 
and other Serbian leaders have 
rejected the plan because it 
foresees NATO-led troops to 
implement it. But NATO has 
warned that unilateral rejection 
by the Yugoslav and Serb side 
will unleash air strikes on their 
strategic targets. 

Although Kosovo’s popula- 
tion is overwhelmingly 
Albanian, it is a province of 
Serbia, the dominant of 
Yugoslavia’s two republics. 
More than a year of Kosovo 
fighting between government 
forces and rebels seeking inde- 
pendence has left more than 
2.000 dead and hundreds of 
thousands uprooted 

A first round of peace talks in 
Rambomllet, France, last 

month ended inconclusively, 
but the Albanian delegation 
sent strong signals that it would 
sign before the talks reconvene 
Monday. 

International mediation 
efforts to end the year-long war 
continued with talks by 
Russia's foreign minister and 
top Yugoslav officials, includ- 
ing a meeting set for Friday 
with President Slobodan 

Milosevic. 

Backing Serbia, a traditional 
Russian ally in its rejection of 
NATO forces. Russian Foreign 
Minister Igor Ivanov said he 
agreed with his hosts that “a 
political solution must be 
found first” 

“Once a political settlement 
is achieved, we can calk about 
its implementation with partic- 
ipation of international fac- 
tors." he said Thursday, after 
meeting with Yugoslav coun- 
terpan Zivadin Jovanovic. 

“Russia is ready to con- 
tribute, to the extent to which 


Belgrade agrees" — a signal 
the Kremlin would not force its 
ally to accept foreign troops on 
its territory. 

" Kokivo Albanian rebel lead- 
ers who joined in a pledge to 
sign the peace plan, which calls 
for autonomy for the Albanian- 
majority province, remain 
reluctant to do so because of 
the requirement that the KLA. 
which is fighting for indepen- 
dence, disarm. 

The IT.S. House of 
Representatives voted late 
Thursday in favour of a non- 
binding resolution supporting 
the Clinton administration’s 
use of U.S. troops, if necessary, 
as pan of a NATO peacekeep- 
ing operation. 

Thursday, Yugoslav troops 
pounded ethnic Albanian rebel 
positions near Kosovo’s sec- 
ond-largest city, Prizren, 
Thursday sending hundreds of 
ethnic Albanians fleeing the 
buildup of firepower. 

Tanks and mortars dug in 
around the village of Hoca 
Zagradska shelled KLA guer- 
rillas about a kilometre away. 
The fighting was die first in the 
area since a massive Yugoslav 
offensive in July and August. 
The Serb-run media centre said 
three of the Serb forces were 
wounded. 

Gashes in the north near the 
town of Vucitm killed a 
Yugoslav soldier, according to 
international monitors, and the 
KLA said one of its fighters 
also died. Serb authorities 
denied any deaths on their side 
but said three were wounded in 
those battles. 

Hundreds of refugees 
remained afraid to return to 
their homes at another recent 
flashpoint. along the 
Macedonian border. 


Rwandan prime minister 
accused of genocide 


KIGALI (AFP) — Rwandan 
authorities have chaiged Prime 
Minister Pierre-Celestin 
Rwigema with genocide, judi- 
cial sources told AFP Friday, 
adding that the Kigali prosecu- 
tor's office had opened a case. 

Rwigema. a member of the 
central African country’s Hutu 
majority, heads die Democratic 
and Republican Movement 
(MRD), and has been prime 
minister since August 1997. 

He replaced Faustin 
Twagiramungu. also a Hutu, 
who had become prime minis- 
ter immediately after Rwanda's 
1994 civil war. when political 
parties appointed members to 
parliament 

Hutu extremists, whose eth- 


nic group then made up 85 per 
cent of Rwanda's population, 
against the Tutsis' 14 per cent 
slaughtered more than half-a- 
mUlion Tutsis and moderate 
Hutus during the war before a 
Tutsi rebel army swept to vic- 
tory in a lightning three-month 
campaign. 

Rwigema, who qualified as 
an economist at the University 
of Kinshasa, hails from 
Gitarama, in die south. 

He headed a private print 
works in Kigali before the war 
and became a member of the 
MRD’s liberal wing, opposed 
to Hutu hardliners in the party 
who were adamantly against 
any power-sharing between 
Hutus. then in control of 


Rwanda, and Tutsis. 

After the start of the war. 
sparked by the shooting down 
on April 6, 1994, of a plane car- 
rying Hutu President Juvenal 
Habyarimana and Cyprien 
Ntaiyamira. the Hutu president 
of neighbouring Burundi, who 
also died, Rwigema sought 
refuge in a Kigali hotel. 

He went to the luxurious 
Mille Collines (Thousand 
Hills) hotel to escape death at 
the hands of the Hutu 
Interham we militiamen whose 
preferred weapon was tile 
machete. 

Tutsi soldiers then led him to 
safety in a zone they con- 
trolled. where he sat out the rest 
of the war. 


BRUSSELS (R) — William 
Walker, the chief Kosovo 
peace monitor. Friday painted 
a bleak picture of increased 
ceasefire violations, a steady 
rise in Yugoslav troop deploy- 
ments and bureaucratic 
harassment by Belgrade. 

The Kosovo Liberation 
Army (KLA) was also guilty 
of breaching the truce by car- 
rying out deliberate provoca- 
tions, Walker said. 

Briefing reporters after talks 
with NATO's permanent rep- 
resentatives, die head of the 
Kosovo Verification Mission 
(KVM) said he did not know 
the motives behind the 
Yugoslav army's recent 
deployments, but they were in 
violation of Belgrade’s 
pledges. 

“The level of non-compli- 
ance has gone up and is going 
up_ both sides have been out 
and about looking for trouble 
and finding it for the past four 
months, and with increasing 
intensity in recent weeks.” he 
said. 

KVM observers were being 
denied access by both sides 


and the verification mission, 
operated by the Organisation 
for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe (OSCE), was facing 
“every kind of example" of 
bureaucratic meddling by the 
Yugoslav government - 

In spite of Belgrade’s viola- 
tion of pledges made to U.S. 
Balkans envoy Richard 

Holbrooke last October, 

Walker said the KVM pres- 
ence had given Kosovo's two 
million people a level of con- 
fidence and security they 
would not enjoy otherwise. 

The KVM currently has a 
total staff of about 3,000, of 
whom 1 3S0 are international. 

Walker said NATO ambas- 
sadors had expressed their 
concern about the mission's 
safety, especially in light of 
recent incidents of blatant 
harassment 

But he said the operation 
would continue for as long as 
the OSCE believed it was able 
to cany out its core tasks. 

Asked if Yugoslav President 
Slobodan Milosevic was 
deliberately restraining his 
forces to avoid a “humanitari- 


an catastrophe" that could 
trigger NATO air strikes. 
Walker said: “I wish I knew'... 
what son of a leash is 
attached... and just exactly 
what President Milosevic is 
thinking of doing.” - - 

Milosevic is refusing to 
accept a NATO-led peace- 
keeping force in Kosovo, 
threatening to scupper a polit- 
ical settlement giving autono- 
my to Kosovo's ethnic 
Albanian majority. 

NATO says it is prepared to 
use air strikes to get an agree- 
ment, but the NATO allies 
would not be prepared to 
bomb Yugoslav military tar- 
gets simply to force Milosevic 
to the negotiating table. 

“The only basis for the use 
of force is to avert a humani- 
tarian catastrophe." one 
NATO diplomat said. 

By NATO's own measure, 
the Yugoslav security forces 
have certainly reneged on 
promises to keep their pres- 
ence lower but have not 
repeated last summer's all-out 
offensive which sparked a 
flood of refugees. 


Court orders Japanese government 
to pay for suicide from overwork 


TOKYO (AP) — In a land- 
mark ruling, a Japanese court 
found Friday that a man killed 
himself because he was 
exhausted by overwork and 
ordered the government to 
compensate his family. 

The Nagano district court 
mled that Mori lijima. 30. was 
driven to depression by clock- 
ing 150 hours of overtime a 
month at his machine shop. He 
hanged himself in his garage 
in 1985. 

Under Japanese law, the 
spouse and dependent children 
of a worker who dies from a 
work-related injury or illness 
can receive payments of about 
2 million yen ($17.000 1 a year 
from the government. 

But proving in court that a 
suicide was caused by over- 
work is extremely difficult In 
this case, lijima suffered from 
insomnia, extreme exhaustion 
and fears, which experts testi- 
fied were signs of depression 
brought on by working nearly 
80-hour weeks. 

“We welcome the ruling.” 
said Funiio Matsumura. 
lawyer for Chieko lijima, who 
filed the lawsuit in 1997. 

“Up to now. the government 
has taken the view that suicide 
is the individual's choice and 
refused to help families.” 

Matsumura believes the rul- 
ing will pave the way for oth- 


ers who have lost a relative to 
suicide from overwork. He 
estimated that as many as sev- 
eral thousand such cases could 
be filed in a nation dominated 
by an intense work ethic. 

Matsumura and other 
lawyers say that such suicides 
are on the rise. The phenome- 
non is so common that there is 
even a term for it: "Karo-jisal- 
su.” 

The labour ministry official 
in charge of the case. Hiroji 
Koike, said the government 
was still studying the ruling, 
including the possibility of 
appeal. 

If lijima ultimately wins out. 
she will receive payments dat- 
ing back to the time of her hus- 
band’s death. 

In 1 997. in a similar case, the 
court ordered Dentsu. a lead- 
ing advertising company, to 
pay 89 million yen ($742,000) 
in compensation to the family 
of Ichiro Oshima, 24. who 
killed himself after working so 
hard that he averaged 30 min- 
utes to two hours of sleep a 
night. He did not get a single 
day off for 17 months. 

The latest ruling is signifi- 
cant, however, because it 
addresses government liabili- 
ty. 

The case is only the second 
in Japan in which the govern- 
ment was ordered to pay for 


suicide from overwork, fol- 
lowing a similar ruling in 
1996. One other case is before 
a court 

lijima was not immediately 
available for comment Friday. 

But in an interview with the 
Associated Press last year, she 
said she sued because other- 
wise her husband would haw 
died in vain. 

T felt so sorry for my hus- 
band," she said then in u tele- 
phone interview from Nagano. 
180 kilometres northwest of 
Tokyo. 

“People start out working for 
their livelihood, for their fami- 
lies, for happiness. Then why 
does it have to end up this 
way?” 

lijima filed for government 
money shortly after her hus- 
band died, but her application 
was turned down by the local 
authorities in 1995. The 
Iijimas had two children. 

Like others who take their 
lives after working too hard, 
her husband was the kind of 
person who couldn't say. “no" 
lijima recalled 

Lawyers familiar with sui- 
cides from overwork say the 
workere leave behind notes 
apologising repeatedly for fail- 
ing to measure up. They rarely 
blame their employers or co- 
workers — only themselves. 


TOKYO (R> — North Korea lashed out Friday at charges its 
weapons systems could be at risk of malftinctionins due to 
the Millennium bug. saying it was ready to teach anyone 
slandering its military “a bitter lesson." The Korean Central 
News Agency ( KCNA). citing overseas news reports that its 
weapons might be vulnerable to dangerc^us computer mal- 
functions. said: “This is intended to create the impression 
that the quality of the North's military’ equipment is low and 
its control system outdated" “This is nothing but a scream 
of those who are extremely terrified at the self-defensive 
forces of the North powerful enough to destroy any formi- 
dable enemy at one stroke.” it added. The Millennium bug 
could result in widespread computer malfunctions when 
1999 turns to 2000 because older computers may interpret 
the new year as 1900. The state news agency said the real 
potential for Millennium bug problems was in rival South 
Korea demonstrated by its mistaken firing of a missile late 
last year. "The South Korean authorities are floating the 
rumour about the North's fictitious 'bug' in order uTshift 
onto the North the blame for irretrievable accidents to be 
caused by the ‘bug' in their military system." it said. “We are 
fully ready to teach anyone slandering our armed forces a 
bitter lesson. Repentance always comes late " KCNA Rririeri 

Another Russian military officer 
kidnapped in Chechenya 

MOSCOW ( AP) — Gunmen kidnapped a Russian sailor off 
a train passing through Chechenya Friday, a week af te r a 
Russian police general was abducted in the breakaway 
republic, The latest kidnapping will likely worsen already 
tense relations between Russia and Chechenva, which fought 
a bitter 1994-96 independence war. Chechenya has been left 
to its own affairs since then, and local warlords have made a 
booming business out of abducting Russians and foreigners 
for ransom Russia kept mostly quiet on the kidnappings 
until the abduction of Maj. Gen. Gennady Shpisun. who was 
taken off his plane as it taxied down the rimwavai srozny air- 
pon last Friday. The interior ministry threatened~air strikes 

,E U , [ 0 T around the bonder. It temporarily 
halted flight to Chechenya s capital. Grozny, andbesan 
ttaimng civilians living near the Chechen border in handling 
firea " ns so they can defend themselves against possible 
^ “ a ^ ug h 0 ^alsto backed off earlier threats to 
;^ e W3r ' Pres,denI Boris Yeltsin Thursday 
5SSS? meisures b response to Shpi aim’s 

^cer T rm incider f. Oleg Timoshenko, a Liam 

u 15 * dna PP ed from a train bound 

olJSS - Whe -,- 11 S !° pped at a station in 

LneLhenya. Gunmen in military fatigues entered the car- 
nage. introduced themselves as Chechen wfaTand tmk 
Timoshenko away, a guard on the train told the ITAR-TASS 
news tigency- Timoshenko had been on his w J to to fafcrt 
ftmeral tn Tbilisi. ITAR-TASS said. } 

Uzbek bomb suspects arrested 
in Kyrgyzstan 

bomb “ C0IUieC ’ 
Islam Karimov lasTmotTtS *5?* 

■^ Kyrgyzstan, officials said h^f 
Uzbek prosecutor’s office told AFP 0fficnJs . m ? 
Uzbek and Kyrgyz law 0peradon by 

end people belfeved 

biasts which shook Tashkem on i i 10 ax bomb 

*y racily how rntmv ofX su ? ey * d «* 
united, but sources "told Ienx,nst5 bad been 

to die Wahabite sect of Islam Kari * • USpecis ' vere hnked ' 
tbe finger at Islamic extrelT? ‘rnmediately pointed 
of which rocked the Government hnn* Tashkem blasts, two 
due to address a where he had been 

Islamic extremists hud been rouiSi? 6 ^ 30 . 

the case but the search for the^^i^ 10 rannecn ‘on with 
According to official fibres n ™ gl . eaders has continued, 
injured in the explosions Werc killed and 1 28 
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‘NATO enlargement marks 
end of divided Europe’ 


Cambodian soldiers fill oil drums with Taiwanese toxic waste during preparations to 
remove the waste from the southern port of Sibanoukville. Taiwan's Formosa Plastics 
coip agreed to remove the waste dumped near Sihanoukville late last year after 
protests and objections from the Cambodian government (Reuters photo) 

Cambodia to be rid of 
Taiwan waste by end April 


SIHANOUKVILLE, Cambodia 
<R) — Nearly 3,000 tonnes 
of hazardous waste dumped 
in southern Cambodia by a 
Taiwanese firm late last 
year will be removed from 
the country by the end of 
Apri 1 . an adviser to the 
company said Friday. 

More than 150 
Cambodian soldiers, some 
clad in protective white 
overalls and most wearing 
face masks, began packing 
the mercurv-laced waste 
into steel drums earlier this 
week. 

“The agreement between 
Formosa Plastics and the 
government of Cambodia is 
to have this material off site 
within 60 days.” Bill Ross, 
an env ironmental adviser to 
Taiwan's Formosa Plastics 
Corp. told Reuters. 

“This material will be 
leaving here by the end of 
April to a safe disposal 
location in another coun- 
try,” Ross said. 

Formosa Plastics is pay- 
ing for the clean up. 


Soldiers working at the site 
said they were being paid 
$20 a day. 

He declined to say where 
the waste was bound but a 
local official in 
Sihanoukville said it was 
being sent to the United 
States. 

Some of the steel drums 
into which the waste was 
being packed bore labels 
identifying the importer as 
safety-kleen (’Westmorland) 
Inc., in California. 

Ross said about three 
tonnes of top soil was also 
being removed from the 
dump site, in case it had 
been contaminated. 

The discovery of the 
waste in December, 
dumped at an open site 
some 10 km from 
Sihanoukville port, sparked 
riots in which at least one 
person was killed. Several 
others died in accidents 
during a panicked exodus 
of some 10,000 people 
from the town. 

Formosa Plastics initially 


said the concrete-like nib- 
ble was safe for landfill dis- 
posal, but later acknowl- 
edged that some of it might 
slightly exceed safety stan- 
dards. 

Tests showed that much 
of the waste contained very 
high levels of mercury. 

Environmental groups 
and human rights workers 
said at least two people 
died after exposure to the 
waste, although the causes 
of death were never con- 
firmed. 

Three Sihanoukville gov- 
ernment officials have so 
far been charged in connec- 
tion with the dumping. 

Two human rights work- 
ers were arrested while 
monitoring the December 
protests and are still facing 
charges of robbery and 
damage to property. They 
have denied the charges 
and international human 
rights groups have called 
for the charges to be 
dropped. 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — The 
enlargement of NATO 
Friday to include the 
Czech Republic, Hungary 
and Poland will mark the 
end of European division, 
the alliance's secretary 
general Javier Solaua said 
in statement. 

The joining of the former 
Communist states marks 
“much more than the 
fourth and latest enlarge- 
ment of the Atlantic 
alliance," Solana said. “It 
also signals the final over- 
coming of the division of 
Europe." 

Solana, speaking ahead 
of a ceremony in the U.S. 
later Friday to welcome 
the three states to NATO, 
concluded: “This is not the 
end of the story. The cur- 
rent enlargement of NATO 
will not be the last.” 

Another nine countries 
— Albania, Bulgaria. 
Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania. 
Macedonia, Romania. 
Slovakia and Slovenia — 
are also pushing to join the 
alliance. 

The foreign ministers 
from Warsaw, Prague and 
Budapest attended a cere- 
mony Friday in 
Independence. Missouri. 

Solana said the move 
demonstrated that NATO's 
“door is open to all those 
new democracies of central 
and eastern Europe which 
wish to be pan of Euro- 
Atlantic institutions and 
are w illin g and able to 
shoulder the responsibili- 
ties as well as the benefits 
of membership." 

NATO’s expansion 
makes the West’s common 
security “stronger than 
ever,” U.S. President Bill 
Clinton said in an article in 
a Polish paper Friday, 
adding that he hoped the 
newcomers would pave the 
way for others. 

“With Poland, along with 
Czech Republic and 
Hungary, now members of 
NATO, we can be certain 


Career Opportunity 

A leading company in telecommunications in Jordan is 
seeking to recruit a Public Relations Manager who will 
be responsible for:- 

j Communicating the corporate policies internally and 
externally. 

j Drawing up a strategic plan for advertising 
campaigns. 

j Maintaining good relations with the broadcast and 
printed media. 

j Planning and managing regular “Customer Care" 
surveys, analyzing results and reports, 
j Preparation and issuance of all relevant Company 
publications, reports and papers. 
j Preparation of speeches for senior management, 
j Preparation and supervision of conferences, 
exhibitions and social events. 

J Maintaining good relationship with international 
telecoms organizations and entities ( e.g. ITU ) 

Qualified candidates should have:- 

j Dynamic, highly motivated and leading personality, 
j 1 0-1 2 years experience in public relations, 3 years in 
management position. 

q Excellent command of written and spoken English, 
j Age below 45. 

An excellent package is offered including attractive 
salary and other benefits. 

Interested applicants should send their C.V.’s by mail to:- 

sU ERNST & YOUNG 

P.O.Box 1140, Amman 11118, Jordan. 

( All applications will be handled with extra confidentiality ) 


that our common security is 
stronger than ever” he said 
in the signed article in 
Poland’s leading newspa- 
per. Gazeta Wyborcza. 

Solana praised the new 
members’ effort to meet the 
membership requirements 
of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO), say- 
ing they had “every right to 
be proud of what they have 
achieved." 

The first enlargement of 
the Western alliance into 
eastern Europe also repre- 
sented “the triumph of jus- 
tice over history," he said. 

Eastern and central 
Europe had horn mo long 


“separated by the tragedy of 
war and division from 
being pan of the Euro- 
Atlantic community of 
democracies to which they 
rightly belong” Solana 
added. 

The Czech Republic, 
Hungary and Poland were 
invited to job NATO in 
July 1997, and their appli- 
cation has been officially 
ratified in the parliaments 
of the member countries 
since then. 

They job b time for 
NATO’s 50th birthday cele- 
brations in Washington next 
month. 

Their iiLVe^sion u» \TO 


will be marked at the 
alliance’s headquarters in 
Moos. Belgium, Tuesday, 
when the three nations' 
flags will be raised in the 
presence of the countries’ 
prime ministers. 

Once they are full mem- 
bers, they will be able to 
take part in joint NATO- 
Russia meetings, from 
which they bad previously 
been barred followbg 
opposition from Russia. 

Moscow reaffirmed 
Friday its dim view of 
NATO’s eastwards expan- 
sion and warned that 
Washington was drawing a 
line in the sand hem eon 


Russia and the West. 

“Russia’s view of NATO 
enlargement has not 
changed and remains nega- 
tive,” the foreign ministry 
said b a statement issued to 
comcide with the accep- 
tance ceremony. 

“Expansion of the North 
Atlantic alliance will not 
contribute to the strength- 
ening of trust and stability 
b international relations, 
but on the contrary, can cre- 
ate new dividing lines,” the 
statement said. 

Earlier this week, Russian 
Foreign Minister Ivan 
Ivanov culled . NATO's 
o\p:in>ion “a -.id c\cni.“ 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

* 

A leading Jordanian telecommunications company is seeking to recruit 
qualified professionals in middle management positions (Sjection 
Heads and Senior Accountants), offering excellent compensation and 
benefit packages. Candidates must have the following qualifications:- 

General Qualifications:- 

d Ability to work under pressure and with minimum direct supervision, 
d Ability to work in teams. 

d First university degree with a minimum of 4 years program in the 
related fields, from a reputable university, 
d CMA or CPA is a plus for some of the job openings, 
id Proficiency in English language is a must, 
d Excellent computer skills, 
d Age not to exceed 34 years. 

Job code ( AQ 001 ):- 
Specific requirements:- 

d Accounting degree is a must 

d Ability to follow and implement International Accounting Standards, 
d Familiarity with international accounting packages, 
d Minimum 8 years of experience, including 3 continuous years of 
experience in an audit firm. 

Job code ( AQ 002 ):- 
Specific requirements:- 

d Accounting degree is a must. 

d Ability to follow and implement International Accounting Standards, 
d Familiarity with international accounting packages, 
d Minimum 5 years of experience, including 2 continuous years of 
experience in an audit firm. 

Job code ( SH 001 ):- 
Specific requirements:- 

d Accounting or Banking and Finance degree is a must, 
d Minimum 8 years of experience, including 2 continuous years of 
experience in an audit firm or an applied experience in financial 
analysis. 

Job code ( SH 002 ):- 
Specific requirements:- 

d Economics or Accounting degree is a must, 
d Minimum 8 years of experience, including 3 continuous years of 
experience in financial planning and/or in preparing feasibility studies. 

Job code ( FN 001 ):- 
Specific requirements:- 

d Accounting or Banking and Finance degree is a must, 
d Experience in preparing process and workflow documentation and the 
ability to analyze work procedures and controls, 
d Minimum 8 years of experience, including 3 continuous years of 
experience in implementing and applying international financial and 
accounting systems. 

Job code ( RD 001 ):- 
Specific requirements:- 

d Accounting or Banking and Finance degree is a must, 
d A good knowledge of the insurance business, with speciality in general 
and accident insurance. 

d Ability to prepare and negotiate insurance contracts, 
d Ability to prepare statistical records of defaults and accidents, 
d Ability to follow-up with Insurance companies on claims, 
d Minimum 5 years of experience in a local insurance company, including 
3 continuous years of experience in general and accident insurance. 

If you have the ability and the required qualifications, please send your 
C.V. stating the position you are applying for to the following mailing 
address: 


aff ERNST & YOUNG 

P. O. Box 1140, Amman 11118, Jordan 

The deadline for receiving the C.V.’s is March 25, 1999. 
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Democracy 
in action 

PARLIAMENT’S REJECTION of the res- 
ignation of Prime Minister Abdur-Ra’uf S. 
Rawabdeh from the Lower House ushers in 
a new era in parliamentary life in the coun- 
try. Rawabdeh urged his fellow deputies to 
accept his resignation in keeping with the 
concept of the separation of powers. Rat 
now that 59 lawmakers decided to overrule 
the prime minister’s resignation, a new situ- 
ation has arisen. 

The political rationale for the separation 
of three branches of government is as per- 
suasive as ever. Still, the Constitution does 
not prohibit parliamentarians from holding 
cabinet positions. When there is a conflict 
between the law and policy, there is no 
choice but to yield to the law at least for the 
time being. Should we wish to press the 
point, we should first attempt to enact legis- 
lation to bar the “mixing” of the two 
responsibilities before we try to ban it alto- 
gether. 

To be sure there are positive aspects to 
Rawabdeh maintaining his seat in the 
House. In most established parliamentary 
democracies, ministers come from parlia- 
ment. This contemporary trend lies in the 
fact that in practically all such countries, 
especially in western Europe, governments 
are formed from the majority political 
party or a coalition of parties. The draw- 
back in our case is the absence of well- 
established party politics on the basis of 
which cabinets can be formed. In Great 
Britain, for example, the Queen calls on the 
leader of the majority party to form the new 
government in the wake of national elec- 
tions. We have not reached yet that level of 
political development but we are surely 
heading that way. Allowing Cabinet mem- 
bers including the prime minister to hold on 
to their seats in Parliament could be the 
beginning of a process leading to the emu- 
lation of well-established practices in other 
democracies. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Dustour's Oreib Rinlawi commented on the visits of U.S. Defence 
Secretary William Cohen and Ui. Assistant Secretary of Slate Martin 
Indyk to the region, saying that both officials are “influential Jews’' in 
President Clinton's administration. The first has a plan to divide Iraq 
under a so-called confateration. while the second lours the Arab coun- 
tries us “cover for" his colleague, said Rintawi. Cohen carries offers of 
“hi-tech" weaponry that are worth tens of billions of dollars, while Indyk 
does nothing but promise that he mil do his best to convince Israd to 
resume the deadlocked peace process after its elections, added Rintawi. 
Cohen will not meet Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu as a 
protest against the latter s “stubbornness," while Indyk, working “har- 
moniously" with Cohen, cancelled Lebanon from his Middle East tour 
as a protest against that country's official stand vis-a-vis Hizbollah, the 
writer quoted the Israeli press as reporting. Cohen seeks to exploit Arab 
fears of Iraq and Iran, while Indyk is lookmg to overcome Arab anger at 
Israeli policies opposing peace and causing more trouble and violence in 
Lebanon and Palestine. Rintawi said. Cohen is pushing the Arabs to Lake 
a final decision next summer concerning Iraq, while Indyk is trying to 
delay the declaration of an independent Palestinian state, he added. Two 
envoys with two missions; the first is to destroy Iraq and the Gulf 
ceononiies, and the second is to postpone the Puksimum national pro- 
gramme and give more rime to Israd to prepare its internal situation 
without pressure. Rintawi stated 

A1 Dustour’s Mazen Saket said that democratic practices make munic- 
ipal elections as important as parliamentary or union elections. In fact, he 
added, a municipal election is the most comprehensive practice of 
deniacray with respect to public participation, as it is closely connect- 
ed to the idea of self-managemenL However, this idea is absent in gen- 
eral in Jordan, and therefore there is no real competition between such 
candidates, the writer noted. The scant interest the Kingdom's parties 
show in municipal deadens is clear evidence of that, and it also shows 
how these parties, their programmes and actions are “unaware" of the 
importance of such elections, Saket ai^ued. This situation, which has 
kepc municipal elections tribal, has prevented the development of 
Jordan's democracy, he added. Saket said it was his belief that parties' 
limited role in parliamentary life, is a result of their weak participation in 
municipal elections, adding that most party members take part in the 
elections in the name of their tribes. All political and economic powers 
must help develop the country's democracy, and they must not forgjtthat 
one of its main pillars is municipal elections, Saket coaduded 


The quagmire of South Lebanon 


THE HEAD of the Four Mothers 
Movement, Professor Linda Ben 
Zvi, wrote me that she is coming 
to Amman to rally Royal support 
with King Abdullah and Queen 
Noor to realise the objectives of 
her movement: to put and end to 
the endless procession of charred 
bodies of bright young men from 
both Lebanon and Israel fighting a 
futile, senseless war. 

Bur rhe sudden Israeli focus on 
exploring possibilities of with- 
drawing from southern Lebanon 
does not, at least at leadership 
level, come out of a sense to end 
an occupation of a neighbour’s ter- 
ritory. It has come from the politi- 
cal imperatives ahead of general 
elections in May. As such, one can 
expect only empty rhetoric ema- 
nating from Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, Ariel 
Sharon, Ehud Barak and others. 
Beyond that very little should be 
expected in terms of genuine con- 
cern. 

That leaves ±e question of 
whether the Arab side, particularly 
Lebanon and Syria, will “respond” 
to this sudden Israeli desire to end 
its costly military occupation of 
South Lebanon. It will be simple 
naivete on the part of Damascus 
and Beirut to believe that 
Netanyahu, the only Israeli leader 
at this point in time capable to 
ordering a withdrawal from South 
Lebanon, whJ suddenly sign on 
the dotted line and recall his army 
from Lebanon's territory in the 
next few weeks. Netanyahu might 


want to do that to make himself 
popular with the Israeli voters just 
in time for the elections. But want- 
ing and achieving political break- 
throughs are two different things, 
particularly on the vibrant stage 
chat characterises politics in the 
Jewish state. 

As such, it will be senseless on 
the part of either Syria or Lebanon 
to respond to any Israeli proposal 
at this point in time. Very little 
could be hoped for in concrete 
terras, unless the dynamics of 
Israeli politics change in the after- 
math of the May elections. 

In this context, Syrian President 
Hafez AI Assad, the clever politi- 
cian that he is, has reaffirmed that 
there is no shift in his position, by 
declaring that Israel should realise 
that occupation and peace do not 
mix and that Syrian-Israeli peace 
depends totally on Israeli with- 
drawal from the Golan and South 
Lebanon. Indeed, it could even be 
expected that Damascus will use 
its proxy powers in Lebanon to 
humiliate Israel as much as possi- 
ble in South Lebanon so that no 
Israeli politician would dare think 
of quitting South Lebanon in 
hopes of a separate peace accord 
with Beirut. 

The Lebanese government is 
marching to the same tune by 
renewing its offer to deploy the 
Lebanese army in southern 
Lebanon to check guerrilla attacks 
against northern Israel in return 
for a total and complete, but 
unconditional Israeli withdrawal 


from every inch of Lebanese terri- 
tory. There is nothing new there 
for Israel since the offer has been 
on the table for several years now, 
but accepting it means negating all 
Israeli justifications for occupying 
South Lebanon since the Lebanese 
civil war ended. 

That offer is made knowing very 
well that Israel is in no position to 
accept it For the Israelis, it is 
imperative that tbeir client militia, 
the South Lebanon Army (SLA), 
is allowed to get of scotfiee for its 
treacherous collaboration as part 
of any withdrawal from Lebanon. 
The Lebanese government has 
told Israel it is strictly an internal 
Lebanese affair that would be 
dealt with in the Lebanese way. 

However, some Israeli pundits 
are predicting that under the right 
circumstances Beirut could be per- 
suaded into accepting a compro- 
mise agreement and signing a sep- 
arate peace deal with Israel. There 
is a major flaw in the argument 
however, and that is the central 
role that the Israeli involvement in 
Lebanon plays in Syrian political 
considerations. Damascus knows 
very well that Israel can afford to 
continue its occupation of the 
Golan indefinitely and there is no 
compelling reason for any Israeli 
government to move towards 
returning the strategic plateau to 
Syria in return for a peace accord. 
Damascus has lived up to its 1973 
armistice agreement with Israel by 
maintaining the Golan front as the 
quietest Arab-Israeli frontier. But 


Jordanian 
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, Dr. Musa Keilani 

that is not the case with South 
Lebanon, where Syria finds the 
Israeli engagement a perfect target 
to hit in real terms. Coupled with 
the mounting Israeli casualties in 
South Lebanon are reports of esca- 
lating concern among Israeli sol- 
diers and officers about serving in 
the occupied zone. Hizbollah and 
other resistance groups are ensur- 
ing that South Lebanon remains 
treacherous waters for any Israeli. 

It is interesting how the U.S. is 
playing its game of mediation. 
American strategists know that the 
Syrian and Lebanese tracks of 
peace negotiations cannot be sepa- 
rated under the present given in 
the region's politics. The White 
House also knows that sending 
any signals of movement towards 
Israeli-Syrian peace on Israel's 
terms at this point will only 
strengthen Netanyahu ahead of the 


elections. The U.S. administration 
is no exactly enthusiastic about 
Netanvahu "getting re-elected, 
because it know s very well that the 
Likud leader could only further 
complicate the peace process by 
attaching more and more condi- 
tions on the implementation of the 
Oslo agreements and maintaining 
his hardline positions on peace 
with the Syrians. Both eventuali- 
ties are" unacceptable to 
Washington, particularly given 
growing Arab rejection of the U,S. 
stand vis-a-vis Iraq. 

However. Washington cannot 
remain deaf to Israeli urgtngs to 
renew its efforts to ‘mediate" 
between Syria and the Jewish 
stare. Such urgings are coming 
from Netanyahu w-ho wants to tell 
his people that peace with Syria — 
meaning peace with Lebanon 
leadings the withdrawal of Israeli 
soldiers from South Lebanon — 
could be achieved as a priority in 
the post-election stage if he is re- 
elected. Therefore, we find 
American politicians and “dis- 
creet" envoys going up and down 
between Syria and Israel. 
Washington has no choice but to 
somehow oblige Netanyahu by 
playing his game. 

So what we see and hear today 
on the Syrian-Israeli from is noth- 
ing but a make-believe drama 
where all the players have their 
lines well rehearsed. The people 
who pay the price are the innocent 
civilians of South Lebanon and the 
young soldiers of the Israeli army. 
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Italian blunder symptom of West’s 
inability to deal with Islam 


Miss Palestine 


Compiled by 
Mohammad Ben Hussein 

Columnists lost week com- 
mented on the draft law 
against corruption, the elec- 
tion a Palestinian girl as 
"Miss Israel" and 
American policy in the 
region 


By Michael Jansen 

NICOSIA — Iranian President 
Mohammad Khatami’s visits to Italy 
and the Vatican amounted to a very 
important breakthrough on the domes- 
tic plane for the reformists in Iran but 
raised false expectations of reconcilia- 
tion in Iran, the Muslim World and ihe 
West. 

The president's meetings with Italian 
political leaders and the Pope ended the 
self-imposed isolation of the Islamic 
Republic from Europe and the West 
which was a cornerstone of the foreign 
policy adopted by Ayatollah Khomeini 
in 1979. Coming on top of the sweep- 
ing reformist victory in last month's 
local elections in Inin, this opening to 
the West via Italy — soon to be fol- 
lowed by a similar opening through 
France — has strengthened Khatami 
vis-a-vis his still-isolationist conserva- 
tive opponents, led by the Supreme 
Guide. Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. But 
not as much as it should have done. 

For President Khatami’s trip, the first 
by an Iranian president to die West 
since Khomeini's Revolution, did not 
go as smoothly as expected: it coincid- 
ed with the awarding by Turin 
University of a degree to Salman 
Rushdie, who was condemned to death 
ten years ago by Ayatollah Khomeini 
for his novel, The Satanic Verses, which 
insults the Prophet Mohammad and 
slanders Islam. And as a result of the 
death sentence, relations between Iran 
and the West have been severely 
strained. 

The English daily Iran News, normal- 
ly sympathetic to Khatami, condemned 
this “honouring (of) an apostate" and 
called Rushdie’s presence in Italy at the 
same time as the Iranian president “an 
unbelievable insulL” 

Of course, the anti-Khatami press 
portrayed the visit as a failure, particu- 
larly since the president's visit to Italy 
ended without the usual joint commu- 
nique. 

The fact that this “insult" was not 
intended makes it even more serious 


than if it was. Because it was produced 
by sloppy planning and a lack of com- 
munication between the Italian presi- 
dency and the interior and foreign min- 
istries. TWin University had apparently 
informed the ministry of interior many 
months ago that it would be hosting 
Rushdie at this time and applied for a 
visa for him. This ministry also 
assigned 150 police officers to protect 
the novelist. President Khatami’s visit 
was also scheduled weeks ahead and 
well publicised so those involved in its 
planning should have been aware of the 
unfortunate coincidence. 

Clearly the Italians focused on the 
possibility of disturbances from oppo- 
nents of the clerical regime and forgot 
about other potential problems. 

But this is typical of the West which 
has not yet accepted the fact that 
Muslims feel deeply angered and 

embittered by the adulation paid to the 
unspeakable, unreadable Rushdie. 
Unspeakable because, in his novel, he 
incorporated the worst slanders and 
insults heaped upon the Prophet and 
Islam by Christian “saints” (St- Thomas 
Aquinas, St John of the Cross), “schol- 
ars” and apologists from the tenth cen- 
tury till today. And unreadable because 
the narrative does not flow nor the sto- 
ryline grip. 

Unaware of the potential unfortunate 
impact of the coincidence of the 
Rushdie ceremonies with the visit of 
the Iranian president, the Italians 
reaped criticism from both sides. From 
Rushdie who criticised Rome's invita- 
tion to the representative of the govern- 
ment which has condemned him to 
death, and from Tehran for granting 
Rushdie a visa and an honour. 

This small skirmish in the long-run- 
ning civilisational war exposes once 
again the depth of misunderstanding of 
Islam which persists in the West. 

President Khatami’s appeal for a 
“dialogue of civilisations” fell on deaf 
ears. Deaf because the West is just not 
prepared to listen to the concerns of the 
Muslim world. Muslim expectations of 
a psychological breakthrough were 


dashed. 

The heavy, dark Roman atmosphere 
lightened somewhat when President 
Khatami met the Pope at the Vatican 
which understands how to deal with 
clerics in highly sensitive positions. 
Western analysts hailed this meeting as 
historic. A coming together of a highly- 
placed representative of the Muslim 
World and the bead of the largest 
Christian church. Which it was. But it 
cannot produce the dramatic reconcilia- 
tion imagined by such commentators. 
On the political plane these analysts 
made much of Khatami's presidency of 
the Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference. Unfortunately, this does 
not carry much weight because the 
organisation itself rarely takes a strong 
lead in world affairs and because 
Khatami has been too busy at home to 
be an active executive. 

On the Islamic plane. President 
Khatami, who represents the 10 per 
cent Shi’ite minority in the Muslim 
World, does not claim to speak for the 
90 per cent Sunni majority. And partic- 
ularly so since the Islamic Republic of 
Iran has neither reconciled with all of 
its neighbours (notably with the United 
Arab Emirates) nor erased suspicions 
raised by Khomeini’s policy of “export- 
ing the revolution” to other Muslim 
countries. Until Khatami is in a position 
to end Iranian provocations in the Gulf 
and prevent any adventures on the part 
of his own “revolutionaries,” the 
Islamic Republic will not have the full 
confidence of the Sunni world. 

The eternal problem is that the West 
still believes it can resolve the conflict 
of civilisations by fiat in ihis case by 
receiving a Muslim leader who will 
wave his hands and make centuries of 
misunderstanding disappear. For this to 
happen. Westerners — starting with the 
Italians — will have to step into the 
shoes of Muslims and empaihise. When 
Westerners achieve this, they will be in 
a position to receive outstanding 
Muslim leaders like Khatami without 
insulting them and dialogue raav 
become possible. 



Al Arab AI Yawm's 
Mohammad Juneidi blasted 
Israel for choosing a 
Palestinian girl to be “Miss 
Israel”' saying that Israel 
will turn it into a propagan- 
da coup. For instance, the 
Israeli media did not 
describe the giri as a 
Palestinian but as a 2 1 -year- 
old Arab-Israeli. According 
to the writer, describing the 
girl as an Arab and not a 
Palestinian has many con- 
notations: firstly Israel does 
not recognise rhe 
Palestinians as a people 
with an identity. Israel 
wants to portray 
to the rest of 
the world 
that the giri 
is an Arab 
living in 
Israel, like 
any Arab 
who lives 
in Europe, 
the United 
States or else- r - 
where, said __ 

Juneidi. 

Al RaTs Saleh Qailab crit- 
icised deputies and senators 
for exempting themselves 
from a draft law which 
forces officials to declare 
their financial assets in 
accordance with the anti- 
corruption law. Further crit- 
icisms have been raised, 
according to Qaliab, over 
the move to almost double 
salaries, followed by the 
introduction of pensions for 
deputies and senators pen- 
sion like other government 
employees. The writer 
called on the deputies and 
senators to avoid raising 
question marks over their 
credibility; people do not 
distinguish between public 
employees and elected offi- 
cial and thus, deputies, who 
were elected by people to 
protect national interests 
and question officials over 
their activities, should set an 
example fighting corrup- 
tion, instead of introducing 
measures which can be seen 
as hypocritical, said Qalfab. 

Al RaTs Taher Odwan 
described American policy 
in the region as impotent 
and feeble with a limited 

vision for the future. wmcr. israci 

C ^ nlon 1135 been COf iUnues us hostile policy 
unable to force Israel to 10 confiscate Arab land, 

nonour Its commitments opening roads and confis- 

W yf River fting Arab houses in 

Aaoi^ between kraei and Js ™alem and Hebron as 

aLSS NaIion!l1 We 35 PTO'idinn Jewish 
Authority (PNA), under the *“leis with arms- sealers 

ponsonsh^ of Washington have become the most 
“self, he said. The J^entiai political power in 


American failure has a neg- 
ative impact on the peace 
process throughout the 
entire region, said the writer. 
The United States took the 
responsibility of sponsoring 
peace in the region from the 
United Nations, argued the 
writer, but like United 
Nation's resolutions, 
Washington's decisions 
have become merely “ink 
on paper.” On the Iraqi 
front, things are even worse, 
added the writer. The U.S. 
resorted to military power to 
end its dispute with the Iraqi 
regime, though it is com- 
mon knowledge that force 
does not end dispute, said 
Odwan. The American 
envoy who came to the 
region in order to rally sup- 
port for American policies 
against Iraq was rejected by 
almost every country he vis- 
ited yet, nevertheless, he 
still threatens Iraq with 
more strikes. Anybody who 
has a brain in his head can 
see that .American 
threats will 
never topple 
Saddam 
Hussein, 

. said 
Odwan. 
The 

.American 
policy is 
unable to 
provide tbe 
region with sta- 
" bility and security 
after its failure in the 
peace process and its failure 
with Iraq, said Odwan. 

Al Dustour’s Mazen Saket 
questioned if resolutions 
taken in the Madrid peace 
conference have been 
implemented on the ground 
after six years. Many agree- 
ments were brokered 
between Israel and the Arab 
countries including the FLO 
and Jordan. Under the deal, 
Israel was supposed to 
establish full diplomatic ties 
with Arab countries, and the 
Arabs would end their boy- 
cott of Israel with a com- 
plete end to the state of war 
between the Palestinians 
and Israel, said the writer. 
But after six years. Israel is 
still occupying the West 
Bank, the Golan Heights 
and South Lebanon. And 
Israel is still insisting on its 
expansion policy," said 
Saket. a fact which can be 
in Israel’s derision to 
freeze the peace talks with 
Syria and halt the imple- 
mentation of the long- 
awaited Wye Plantation 
Accords. The only thing 
Israel did not freeze was set- 
tlement expansions in Arab 
land, said the writer. Israel 
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New York’s Palestinian state 


Jordan Times, Saturday, March 13, 1999 


By James Dao 

HILLARY RODHAM Clinton said 
Iasi year that a Palestinian state was 
very important" to Middle East peace, 
and it seemed like a monumental polit- 
ical gaffe. Many Jewish groups reacted 
with alarm. And her husband’s admin- 
istration, which has never endorsed the 
idea, swiftly disowned her comments 
Now, after 10 months, Mrs. Clin- 
ton’s words are back on the front pages 
of New York City’s Jewish newspa- 
pers, thanks to the first lady's 
announcement that she is thinking 
about running for the Senate from the 
Empire State next year. 

One of her potential Republican 
rivals. Mayor Rudolph W. Guiliani, 
has stoked the controversy, asserting 
that Mrs. Clinton’s remarks were “a 
very big mistake.” And analysts are 
already predicting that the first lady’s 
position on Palestinian statehood will 
hurt her among Jewish voters, about 
12 per cent of the state’s electorate. 

But it's not necessarily so. A Pales- 
tinian state is not the same hot-button 
issue it was ten. or even five years ago. 
when endorsing the concept was akin 
in some peoples' minds to endorsing 
terrorism, many political analysts and 


Jewish leaders say. 

"The Palestinian state is no longer 
the taboo subject it once was," said 
Thomas Smerling, Washington direc- 
tor of the Israel Policy Forum, an 
American Jewish group that supports 
the peace process. "At a time when 
you have a Likud prime minister nego- 
tiating with the chairman of the PLO 
over the size of an eventual Palestinian 
entity, the idea of a Palestinian state no 
longer seems as alarming as it once 
did.” 

Many Jewish leaders say that since 
Israel and the PLO recognised each 
other’s legitimacy in 1993. a growing 
number of Jews in America and Israel 
have come to accept that some sort of 
Palestinian state will be the likely out- 
come of a negotiated peace process. 

Several polls of American Jews con- 
ducted over the past three years sup- 
port that notion. A 199S poll commis- 
sioned by the Middle East Quarterly 
found that 64 per cent of American 
Jews supported the statement, ‘The 
Palestinians should have their own 
country.” 

But even if most American Jews 
believe a Palestinian state is desirable, 
or inevitable, Mrs. Clinton's statement 
could still cause her grief in a New 


York campaign. Many Jews were trou- 
bled not so much by the wording of 
Mrs. Clinton’s remarks as by their tim- 
ing. From Washington, she spoke up in 
the middle of sensitive peace talks 
between Israel and Palestinians. To 
many, weighing in at that moment 
seemed a crass attempt to push the 
talks towards a conclusion favouring 
the Palestinians. 

“Many Jews viewed her statement as 
supporting a unilateral declaration of 
statehood by the Palestinians, or at 
least granting Arafat a licence to do it.” 
said Abraham Foxman, national direc- 
tor of the Anti-Defamation League of 
B’nai B'rith. 

But Foxman also acknowledged that 
“the overwhelming number of Jews 
would be supportive” of a Palestinian 
state if it were the result of a negotiat- 
ed settlement. ‘It’s Israel’s peace,” he 
said. 

In a sign that she is serious about 
becoming a candidate, Mrs. Clinton 
has been trying to repair any damage 
from her remarks. Meeting with rabbis 
last week in Washington, she said she 
supported both the peace process and a 
Palestinian state. “They are not mutu- 
ally exclusive of one another,” her 
spokeswoman, Marsha Berry, said. 


After the meeting. Rabbi Jay Koms- 
gold of New Jersey told the new spaper 
Jewish Week, “This may impress a lot 
of Jews in New York.” 

If supporting a Palestinian state is no 
longer the third rail of Jewish-Ameri- 
can politics, what might Giuliani or 
other Republicans gain from keeping 
the issue alive? 

A significant number of Jews contin- 
ue to oppose a Palestinian state. But 
they tend to be conservatives who vote 
Republican anyway. It is more likely 
that Giuliani was using the Palestinian 
issue as a symbol for broader themes, 
political analysts said. 

Raising questions about Mrs. Clin- 
ton's remarks is a way of raising 
doubts about her support for Israel, 
said Kieran Mahoney, a Republican 
consultant from New York. It also is 
another way of labelling her a liberal 
ideologue, said Ester Fuchs, a political 
science professor at Barnard College. 

“Supporting a Palestinian state used 
to be the peacenik position, an extreme 
left-wing position,” she said “And 
that’s what Giuliani has to do: Paint 
his opponent into a left-wing comer.” 
Giuliani says he has simply taken the 
same position as the president, who is 
very popular among Jews. But in help- 



Hillary Clinton and Suha Arafat in Gaza last year (file photo) 


ing to keep the issue alive, he risks a 
backlash, some analysts contend Last 
year. Senator AJfonse M. D’ Amato 
accused Charles E. Schumer, who is 
Jewish, of missing votes on important 
Jewish issues. D’ Amato lost the race 
and saw his share of the Jewish vote 
decline from past elections. 

“I'm not sure the mayor has the 


pulse of American Jewish opinion on 
this issue,” said Seymour D. Reich, a 
past chairman of the Conference of 
Presidents of Major American Jewish 
Organisations and a supporter of the 
peace process. 


— New York Times 
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Jerusalem braces for Millennium mayhem 


By Paul Holmes 

Reuters 

“O YE dry bones, hear the word 
of the Lord Thus saith the Lord 
God unto these bones: Behold l 
will cause breath to enter into you 
and ye shall live.” Joe Kuhn 
moved to Jerusalem nearly six 
years ago in the belief that God 
selected him to recite those words 
from the Old Testament book of 
Ezekiel when the time comes ro 
raise the ancient Hebrew people 
from the dead. 

Now with 2000 approaching, 
Kuhn, a 43- year-old American 
from Fort Bragg in North Caroli- 
na, believes their resurrection is 
close at hand and. that with it will 
start a 1,000-year reign of peace 
when he will sit at God’s side as 
a high priesL 

Convinced of his calling — and 
of his sanity — Kuhn no longer 
leaves the confines of 
Jerusalem’s walled Old City, 
fearful that he might miss his 
mission. 

“That’s why I came here, to 
open the graves of the Hebrew 
people." said Kuhn, who has got 


by cleaning floors at the cheap 
hostel where he lives just off the 
Via Dolorosa, the purported Way 
of the Cross that Christ took to 
his crucifixion. 

“It was kind of hard for me to 
accept at first.. .but 1 believe God 
chose me to do this,” Kuhn told 
Reuters. 

Upwards of three million for- 
eign pilgrims are expected to 
flock to the Holy Land for the 
coming Millennium, the vast 
majority of them mainstream 
Christians marking the 2,000th 
anniversary of the birth of Jesus. 

A minority, however, will arrive 
convinced that the end of the 
world is nigh and eager for ‘iront 
row seats” at the Second Coming 
on tire Mount of Olives. . 

The prospect that zealots with 
apocalyptic visions might use 
violence to try to hasten the final 
showdown has galvanised 
Israel's security services. 

Mindful of the charged reli- 
gious atmosphere in a city holy to 
Christians. Muslims and Jews, 
Israel has set up a special task 
force embracing members of the 
Shin Bet and Mossad intelligence 


services to tackle any acts of 
fanaticism. 

Their greatest fear is of 
attempts to destroy the Muslim 
shrines on Jerusalem's Temple 
Mount to make way for the build- 
ing of a Jewish Third Temple as a 
prelude to the end of the world. 

“We will take the most severe 
security measures ever taken in 
the state of Israel in the past SO 
years to ensure that nothing we 
don't want to have happen 
occurs" Jerusalem’s Israeli 
mayor, Ehud Olmert, told 
reporters last month. 

“There will be an iron fist 
against any crazy cults that want 
to put the Middle East in flames 
Just because of their ideas,” he 
sai<L 

In January, Israeli police traced 
14 members of an American 
doomsday cult to two rented 
properties near Jerusalem and 
swiftly deported them on the 
grounds that they were plotting 
violence and mass suicide to 
mark the Millennium. 

The 14, six of them children, 
were part of a larger group of fol- 
lowers of the Concerned Chris- 


‘Georgia left 
Jerusalem... 
proclaiming the 
good news that 
the world would 
not end until 
2020. The bad 
news is that the 
next two 
- decades are 
going to be hell’ 

tians cult who disappeared from 
Denver, Colorado, several 
months previously. 

Their leader. Monte Kim 
Miller, has prophesied that he 
will die in Jerusalem in 1999 and 
be resurrected three days later. 


Miller remains at large. 

Kol Ha’ir, an Israeli weekly 
newspaper, recently quoted 
police sources as saying Israel 
had identified some 400 foreign 
cult members who posed a dan- 
ger. of whom a few dozen were 
already in die country. 

Georgia, a sprightly 75-year- 
old from Colorado, does not plan 
to be around when they show up. 

“It's like suicide.” said Georgia, 
counselling the rush of pilgrims 
expected for the millennium to be 
anywhere but Jerusalem in 2000. 

Georgia left Jerusalem in early 
February after a three-month stay 
near the Old City's Damascus 
Gate proclaiming the good news 
that die world would not end until 
2020 . 

The bad news is that the next 
two decades are going to be hell. 

There's going to be an earth- 
quake. There's going to be war 
and the Prophet Zechariah says 
that two thirds of the people right 
here will be cut off. This is a war 
zone,” she said, standing by 
Damascus Gate. 

“The first thing I noticed of the 
signs is the UFOs. The UFOs are 


really a sign of the end time." said 
Georgia, referring to Unidenti- 
fied Flying Objects she sees in 
the sky. 

Yair Bar-El the Jerusalem dis- 
trict psychiatrist, is bracing for 
business as the Millennium 
approaches. 

Ln 1982. Bar-El identified a dis- 
order that afflicts a minority of 
pilgrims to the Holy City and 
called it the Jerusalem Syndrome. 

Some sufferers arrive mentally 
disturbed and convinced they are 
biblical figures, others come with 
apocalyptic convictions. 

A third type rums up perfectly 
sane yet. overwhelmed by the 
city’s religious magnetism, 
somehow feels compelled to don 
white robes — usually their hotel 
bed sheets — and preach ser- 
mons. 

Each year, around 150 tourists 
are treated for various manifesta- 
tions of the syndrome at 
Jerusalem's Givat Shaul Mental 
Health Centre. 

Bar-El recalls one man, a Cana- 
dian Jew, who believed himself to 
be Samson the Brave and tried to 
shift the huge stones in the Wail- 


ing Wall, Judaism's most sacred 
site. 

A second man he remembers 
was found by Palestinian police 
wandering through the desert 
wearing an animal skin. Israeli 
authorities were alerted and 
quickly identified him as another 
John the Baptist. 

Unless they resort to violence, 
such people are usually treated 
for a few days and then sent 
home. 

‘It is not against the law for a 
person to feel he is King 
Solomon or to take a few jars of 
water and try to turn it into wine.” 
said Victor Wadahakar, the 
deputy head of a special Israeli 
police unit that deals with 
Jerusalem's tourists. 

Bar-El estimates that city psy- 
chiatrists will have to treat some 
600 to 800 pilgrims over the Mil- 
lennium period, which stretches 
roughly from Easter 1999 to 
Easter 2001. 

He is concerned that the health 
services may be overwhelmed. 

“If all the people are crazy at 
the same time, we will have big 
problems,” Bar-El said. 


The Saturday Crossword 


A REMEMBRANCE OF TOYS PAST 

By Edgar Fontaine, Dighton, Massachusetts 


ACROSS 
1 Injure 

5 Support crew 

10 Coral colonies 

15 Baby's word 

19 Toward shelter 

20 'As You Like It’ 
role 

21 'BorsaSno* star 
Dettn 

22 Orbit shaped 

23 Gih from Santa 

25 Gift dom Santa 

27 West Indies 
islands 

28 Film snippets 

30 More than enough 

31 Stock-car racer 
Yarborough 

32 Glorifies 

33 Mineral springs 

34 Hindu souls 

37 Nwsemaker 

38 Pitcher's 
opponents 

42 Greg Norman’s 
sobriquet 

43 ’Abe Lincoln in 
Illinois’ star 
Raymond 

44 Vocal inflection 

45 Outdo 

46 Foster film. ’Little 

Man ’ 

47 Squirrel away 

48 uneven hairstyle 

49 Twice 0LIII 

50 Business letter 

aobr. 

51 Gift tram Santa 

55 wriler/smger 
Leonard 

56 Stiffen agam 

58 Perfume from 

petals 

59 Wide streenes in 
nvera 

60 Construct 

61 Broadcasting 

62 Repasts 

63 Flashy or jaunty 

65 Deep draft of 
liquor 

66 Renounces 

69 Second largest 
state 

70 Gift from Santa 

72 TafranonTV 

73 Contest of speed 

74 Pokes tun 

75 Geological time 
penods 

76 Knock tor 3 wop 

77 After me style ot 

78 Sooetai young 
women, oriotiy 

79 Acmes 

82 Right-hand page 


83 Treachery 

85 Urban detsnee 
units 

86 Soaked oneself 
67 Andes autocrat 

88 Fugard play. *A 

Lesson tram ’ 

89 Oodles 

90 Seem 

93 Braincase 

94 Importunes 

98 Gift from Santa 
100 Gift Irom Santa 

102 Granular 
seasoning 

103 Shop 

104 Slithering hteser 

105 Different 

106 Scatter Fitzgerald 

107 Sits tight 

108 Overmiffed 

109 Unit of electricity 


DOWN 

Sarcastic chuckle 
Shepard or 
Greenspan 
Become a lessee 
Social Security 
program 
Racing boots 
Cortical shelter 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 Expression Of 
distaste 

9 Fund-raiser VIPs 

10 Like a mad dog 

11 Slip by 

12 Usftwng devices 

13 Lie a Btdo 

14 Baldwins 

15 Unassuming 

16 Bard’s river 

17 Seer Ingredient 

18 Comrade in arms 

24 Pirate's last walk. 

perhaps 
26 Bring joy 
29 Pear-shaped 
mstrument 

32 Star Wars weapon 

33 Sarx&ank 

34 Oalsylike flower 

35 Macbeth's title 

36 Gift from Santa 

37 Bird titat cah 
panel 

39 GittfromSama 

40 Roamed 

41 Turns around 

43 wed 

44 God of thunder 

47 Lamentably 

48 Lead actor 

49 Dtnero 

51 Court orders 

52 Terror 

53 Bel bo or CaM no 
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4 

i 

5 

6 

T 

6 

3 
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Turkey’s Islamic style capitalism 


By Pelin Turgut 

Reuters 

DEEP IN Turkey's Anatolian heard and in the 
drab city of Konya, famed for its whirling 
dervishes, there spins a 20th century eco- 
nomic success story with a difference — cap- 
italism, Islamic style. 

Several companies there, twit innovatively 
on the small savings of thousands of Turkish 
workers abroad, have risen to become lead- 
ing industry holdings in only lOyears. 

But their prosperity has driven a stake 
through Turkish society. Cridcs accuse them 
of unsound, even dubious business practices 
in raking in funds from Turks waking over- 
seas, especially in Germany. 

Though they may not sport Islaraic-style 
heavy beands, the businessmen — and they 
are invariably men — running them make 
few bones atout their strong religious ties. 

The Koran often has pride of place in their 
offices, as do books on Islamic ethics. They 
try to transact business in line with Islamic 
teaching, which fcxbids the payment of inter- 
est on loans, and avoid banks for the same 
reason. 

Alcohol is not sold in their shops and their 
factories include miniature payer halls. 

Bul they say, piety is no crime and need 
not be bad business. 

Unofficial estimates are dial some $5 bil- 
lion has entered Tbdcey via these so-called 
‘green companies’ in die dries of Konya. 
Kayseri and Gaziantep. 

Company couriers Live been detained with 
suitcases of hard currency at airports, sug- 
gesting that a large proportion of some of the 
firms' wealth is unregistered. 

Outside observers find Islamic ethics have 
contributed id their dynamism. Workers have 
a stronger sense of company loyalty, and their 
managers, often recruited from family- dom- 
inated top Istanbul conglomerates, find it lib- 
erating, 

‘Tf 5ie two life-sjrstems (tbe divine and the 
human) are in harmony, then people feel at 
peace. If not, then you get discomfort,” 
explained Haan Bayram, tbe burly and blunt- 
ly spoken chairman of Kbmbassan Holding. 

Kbmbassan was founded by Bayram, a 
former chemistry teacher, a decade ago with 
the savings offtikisb wotkersinGemrany.il 
now has some 40JXX) shareholders, none of 
whom can own more than one per cent of the 
firm. 

It recently acquired US. clothing retailer 
Hit Or Miss for an undisclosed amount. Its 


exports from Turkey total some $300 million 
annually. Bayram said. 

Tbe success of the “Anatolian Lions,” as 
they have been dubbed, has divided Turkish 
society as the officially secular country wres- 
tles with its dominant Muslim identity. 

Turkey's establishment has made its posi- 
tion clear. 

It launched a multi-pronged assault on the 
companies, stepped up in the aftermath of a 
landmark miliary decree two years ago to 
crack down on Islamic activism. 

The Turkish army and many commentators 
fear such foms fund the rising tide of politi- 
cal Islam, particularly the Islamist Virtue 
Party. 

Islamic firms were prohibited from enter- 
ing defence tenders. 

A long-awaited process of allocating new 
television channel frequencies was suspend- 
ed on fears that such firms would be success- 
ful bidders. 

Separately, the Turkish Capital Markets 
Board (SPK) has filed lawsuits against six 
Islamic companies who are accused of 
breaching die law on the public issue of secu- 
rities. 

UnderTbridsh commercial law, companies 
with more than 100 shareholders are listed on 
the Istanbul stock exchange ro ensure regula- 
tion and account transparency. In the absence 
of audited accounts, the SPK says, share- 
holders have no protection against fraud. 

But many Islamic films say that unlike 
bourse-listed firms, they are already folly 
publicly owned. There are insufficient con- 
trols against manipulation on die young 
exchange, the}' say. 

"Our companies have a different structure, 
they have played a big role in being able to 
bring back savings from abroad, especially in 
Germany, to Tfirkey" said Ahmet Altman, a 
board member of Konya-based Ittifak Hold- 
ing. 

Ittifak is made up of 17 companies, has 
20,000 partners and employs some 2J00 
people. “This is why we are saying regulate 
rids sector establish souk kind of legal 
framework,” he said. 

Iffifak and Kombassan are two of the older 
companies. Their success has spawned many 
copycats, and in tbe absence of clear regula- 
tion, experts say it is hard to say which are 
financially sound. 

“How they get this land of money together 
in such a short time is deeply suspicious,” 
said columnist Hikmet Cetuikaya. 

Turkish workers abroad have reported 


being promised exorbitant 20-30 per cent 
profit sharing returns on their investments. 
Critics have cbaiged that the improbably high 
rates of return indicate illegal activity or cap- 
italising on high Turkish lira bond yields. 
They say that in the absence of real invest- 
ment, the system could collapse as inflation 
fells. 

“Danger is near: The economy is slowing 
down, inflation is falling and the difference 
(between depreciation and high inflation.) is 
dosing." wrote columnist Enis Berberoglu. 

They have also said that such companies 
play on religious sentiment and the gullibili- 
ty of workers abroad or local villagers. 

“We too suffer from these sprouting com- 
panies. People tell us they are being offered 
40 per cent returns on a Mark basis, this is 
entirely unfair competition,” said Ittifak’s 
Akman. 

Economist Osman Altug, an expert in 
money laundering research, believes that 
generalising is unfair. “Of course there will 
be one or two rotten apples, but you can’t talk 
about all these companies in these terms," he 
said. 

The main problem, according to Altug. is 
that Turkey's capital market laws are in need 
of urgent revision. 

“TUrkey must make the transition from 
being an economy where all instruments are 
made out to the bearer, to one where they are 
all clearly registered in people’s names," he 
said. 

Most Islamic firms register ownership 
directly in the person's name. 

Altug said the SPK decision to refuse sev- 
eral Islamic companies permission to raise 
their capital for over a year created unfair 
comped tioa 

Newspapers have repeated that the SPK 
was to demand that companies be listed on 
the slock exchange in return for being 
allowed to raise their capital. This would 
allow SPK officials to exercise regulatory 
powers. 

Politics aside, many believe rivalry 
between the Istanbul “old boys dub” of 
established business and the booming Anato- 
lian industry is also at the heart of recent legal 
investigations and many press repons. 

Turkey's media is dominated by a few 
companies which have close commercial 
connections. 

“Of course, the large industrial groups own 
the television stations and newspapers, so 
they have greater power to accuse," said 
Altug. 
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Syrian president voices 
support for reform 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syri- 
an President Hafez A1 
Assad Thursday called for 
more measures to stimulate 
domestic and foreign 
investment 

He told parliament after 
taking the oath for a fifth 
seven-year term that the 
1991 investment law 
should be amended to 
attract more Syrian, Arab 
and foreign investors. 

Assad gave no details but 
investors have called pre- 
viously for the easing of 
hard currency rules and 
amendment of regulations 
that impose prison sen- 
tences of up to 25 years for 
illegal deals. 

Businessmen have also 
asked for the easing of 
legal and administrative 
procedures for setting up 
investment projects, and 
for the establishment of a 
stock exchange to handle 
the dozens of big compa- 


nies set up during the last 
few years. 

“During the coming peri- 
od we should achieve bal- 
ance in the national econo- 
my through work to 
increase production and 
expand the base of devel- 
opment and investment," 
Assad stressed. 

“We should reconsider 
the investment law (num- 
ber 10) to remove any 
obstacles that hinder the 
best utilisation of the law 
and the attraction of new 
investment.’' Assad said. 

The law gives big incen- 
tives to the private sector 
including up to seven- 
years tax-free operation. It 
has attracted investments 
totalling $8.5 billion but 
investors complain about 
currency regulations and 
the absence of a free mar- 
ket in Syrian pounds. 

The U.S. dollar trades at 
46 pounds at local b anks 


but at between 50 and 52 
pounds on the black mar- 
ket 

Assad said reforms 
should also cover the bank- 
ing system. All Syrian 
banks are owned and run 
by the government. 

The European Union 
started recently to help 
modernise the banking sys- 
tem, especially the two 
main banks — the Central 
Bank and the Commercial 
Bank. 

Financial sources said it 
was still too early to talk 
about the privatisation of 
the banking system in 
Syria. Most banking opera- 
tions for Syrian business- 
men are at present handled 
by banks in neighbouring 
Lebanon. 

Assad also called for eas- 
ing controls imposed on 
companies in the public 
sector to make them more 
active and profitable. 


Oil producers clinch 
big new output cut deal 


THE HAGUE (R) — Key oil 
powers ended emergency 
talks on Friday saying they 
secured a unanimous agree- 
ment to cut oil supply by over 
two million barrels per day 
(bpd) and predicting prices 
would move up significantly. 

The oil minister of oil pow- 
erhouse Saudi Arabia called it 
“an excellent agreement" 
which would erase the 
world’s excess crude oil 
stocks by the end of June and 
raise prices to between $17 
and $19 a barrel 

World oil markets reacted 
instantly to news of die deal 
clinched after two days of 
talks in The Hague and effec- 
tively removing some six per 
cent of global supply of 75 
million bpd. 

Benchmark Brent crude oil 
jumped to* more than $13 a 
barrel, its highest in nearly 
five months, before easing 
back on profit-taking. 

"They have agreed to„.an 
output cut of over two million 
barrels per day over and 
above the previous (1998) 
commitments," said a joint 
statement, read out by Alger- 
ian Oil Minister Youssef 
Yousfi. the current OPEC 
president. 

He said this would take 
total cuts agreed by OPEC 
and non-OPEC producers 
since last year, when prices 
crashed to a 25-year low, to 
more than five million bpd. 

Saudi Arabian Oil Minister 
Ali A1 Naimi told reporters 
the deal between OPEC 


members Saudi Arabia. Iran, 
Algeria and Venezuela, and 
non-OPEC Mexico — would 
take effect from April 1. 

“Everybody has said 
enough is enough and we 
need higher prices. The gov- 
ernments have said the future 
of the oil industry is ar risk," 
said a Saudi source. 

“Saudi Arabia's decision to 
go below eight million barrels 
per day in itself is very signif- 
icant It shows that like other 
countries, we want higher oil 
prices," he added. 

Saudi Arabia is expected to 
shoulder up to a quarter of the 
overall cuts, taking its pro- 
duction to below its long 
cherished 8.0 million bpd for 
die first time since 1990, 
when Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait led to a ban on its oil 
exports. 

A Gulf source said all indi- 
vidual allocations for the 10 
OPEC members — excluding 
Iraq — had been agreed and 
an OPEC meeting in Vienna 
in March was expected only 
to ratify the levels. Numbers 
were left vague in the com- 
munique because protocol 
demanded that all members 
be present 

While analysts broadly wel- 
comed the new pact some 
said its success or failure 
would depend in large part on 
die manner in which individ- 
ual cuts would be distributed. 

Yousfi told the official 
Algerian news agency APS 
the agreement was likely to 
last for one year from April 1 . 


Naimi said the agreement 
was unanimous. “There is no 
disagreement on the individ- 
ual country cuts. No disagree- 
ment whatsoever.” 

His remarks implied that 
Venezuela, which earlier said 
it opposed further cuts, 
backed the deal. Mexico, the 
non-OPEC producer who vies 
with Venezuela and Saudi 
Arabia for the lucrative U.S. 
market said it would cut from 
exports as it had done previ- 
ously. 

Yousfi said the cuts were 
agreed by 10 members of 
OPEC — sanctions-bound 
Iraq is excluded from the cuts 
— plus Mexico and Oman. 
He said be was consulting 
other non-OPEC producers 
including Russia and Norway, 
which had expressed willing- 
ness to participate. 

Norway’s Oil and Eneigy 
Minister Mark Amstad mil 
consult parliament about pos- 
sible new cuts in oil output a 
spokeswoman said after news 
of The Hague deal 

Another question mark was 
how producers would share 
out a 300,000 bpd cut to 
resolve a dispute with Iran 
over its baseline, which 
Tehran says was overestimat- 
ed when cuts were agreed last 
year. 

Riyadh’s compromise over 
the issue of Iran's quota fol- 
lowed high-level talks 
between Iranian Foreign Min- 
ister Kama! Kharrazi’s and 
Saudi Crown Prince Abdullah 
earlier this month. 
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Gary Moran appointed new General Manager at 
the Amman Marriott Hotel 

Gary Moran has just been appointed 
General Manager of the Amman Mar- 
riott Hotel. Gary has been in the hotel 
business for 20 years, working with 
different hotel chains mainly in the 
U.K. For the past four years, Moran 
has held the position of General Man- 
ager at the Marriott Breadsall Priory 
Hotel and Country Club, in Derby- 
U.K. 
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WORLD STOCK MARKETS 
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CHAMPIONS OF TOURISM RECOGNISED 

The jury of assignment of the international award of tourism “Golden Helm” recognised 
four Jordanian tourist experts. These fine tourist professionals have been officially award- 
ed this prestigious acknowledgement. They received the “Golden Helm" during an official 
ceremony and in an international congress in the context of tourism held this year at 
Milan, Italy in February 1999. 

The tourism experts included: 

• Zaki Abdullatief, manager of Kuwait Airways in Jordan, who aiso was elected as vice- 
president of the international association “Golden Helmsmens of Tourism." 

• Sami Joudeh, director of marketing and sales of Saudia Airlines in Jordan. 

• Usama Faraj, manager of Royal Jordanian in Italy. 

• Awni Kawar, general manager of Petra Tours in Jordan. 

The Golden Helm Award is assigned to those qualified for having contributed to the devel- 
opment of international tourism with competence, dedication, and professionally. 

The international association “Golden Helmsmens of Tourism" was founded in 1974 by 
international experts including the Jordanian Faik Bisharat Jordan branch was founded 
in 1996, HM King Abdullah Ben AJ Hussein is the honorary president, and Nader Dahabi 
is the president of the board, and Saeed Sawalha is the vice-president. Membership 
include a selection of travel and tourism personnel, hotels, public relations and publica- 
tions. 


THE Daily Crossword Edited 


by Wayne Robert WiBlams 


ACROSS 
i Miscellany 
8 Engaged in 
formal 
argument 

15 Reddish rash 

16 LBte very 
narrow roads 

17 Endanger 

1 8 Light, dry white 
wine 

19 West of 
Hollywood 

20 Tanguay and 
Gabor 

22 Dutch flower 

23 Jaggerof the 
Roiling Stones 

25 Thorough 

28 Join in 

30 ■_ Got Man 1 

31 Baid's 
contraction 

32 Repair greens 

34 Like Nash's 
lama 

35 Medical staff 
members: abbr. 

36 Bucket 

38 Fireside yam 

40 Newsman 
Donaldson 

43 Blemish 

45 Bieaks off 

49 Grand _ Opry 

50 Stitched 

52 FBI an empty 
flat 

53 Go-between's 
charge 

56 Homer-hitter 
Sammy 

57 Rips 

58 Sign of healing 

60 Jim Battel's 
org. 

61 Contains in a 
box 

64 Very self- 
centered 

66 Those on a 
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By Wflly A. Wteeman 
New York, NY 

3 Phases 

4 Quitter's 


67 Hodgepodge 

68 Wright and 
Brewer 

69 Promised 

DOWN 

1 More forbidding 

2 Lettuce choice 


5 Dullard 

6 Still breathing 

7 MDJcyWay;e.g. 

8 EMMaggio 
brother 

9 Brian, formerly 
of Roxy Music 

10 Popular read 

11 Native Alaskan 

12 Scorekeepsr 

13 Add more 
pizzazz 

14 Digs more 
21 Buzz off! 

24 Retain 

26 Greene novel, 
"Travels with 

My — * 

27 Parts of eyes 
29 Evaluates 
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33 Craps shooter 
37 Statutes 

39 12/24 and 
12/31 

40 Most out of 
condttion 


41 One to whom 
property Is 
transferred 

42 Stalker 

44 Umps 1 cohorts 
46 Marrying in 


47 Put on a revival 
46 Bought time 


51 Leaves 
bivouac 

54 Male duck 

55 Artist's stand 
59 Tree stump 

62 Period of 
history 

63 Draft letters 
65 Womanizer 
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THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 


GlASSERS&l 



Tve hired a teen-ager to hack intc 
God s computer and clean up my file/ 


Unscramble these tour Jumues 
one Letter to each square. 


that scrambled word game 

by Henri Arnold and Mk* Aigldon 
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Business & Finance 




Jordan-Kuwait Bank boosts profit 
by 41% to JD4.4 million 


rn/j^ .|. 0RDAN -Kuwait Bank posted 
JD4.4 million ner profit in 199S. 41 per 
cent higher than the JD3.1 million 
reLorded in 1997. the bank's vice chair- 
man told the general assembly on 
rnursday. He said that by paying JD0.96 
million, the bank sertled all’ tax obliga- 
tions until the end of 1997. The vice 
chairman, Ahmad Ayyar. added that net 
interest and commission were higher by 
JD3.35 million, or 29 per cent. 

Ayyar detailed the financial results of 
the bank at the end of 1998 saying that 
the balance sheet total was JD346.6 mil- 
lion. 11.2 per cent higher than the 1997 
total. Share-holders' equity rose by 7 7 
per cent to JD34.7 million. The bank 
consolidated its allocation for (bad) debts 
to JD7.7 million, 23 per cent higher than 
the amount allocated in 1997. 

The portfolio of deposits t clients and 
banks) increased by 10 per cent, from 
JD251 million at the end of 1997 to 


JD277 million at the end of last year. 
Cash deposits (margins) also rose by 62 
per cent, from JD12.5 million to JD20224 
million. ‘The humble 3.5 per cent 
increase in credit facilities was compen- 
sated by an expansion in other banking 
and investment activities," Ayyar said. 
He added that the capital adequency ratio 
stood at 20.3 per cent, much higher than 
the 12 per cent ratio required by the 
Central Bank. 

Ayyar told the shareholders the bank 
will seek to achieve around JD5.5 mil- 
lion net profit in 1999. The general 
assembly approved listing rhe shares of 
the bank on the Kuwait Stock Exchange 
so that they can be traded in addition to 
Gulf and international bourses. The 
shareholders preferred to consolidate the 
bank’s capital base and not to distribute 
dividends (A1 Ra'i + AJ Dustour + AJ 
Aswaq + A1 Arab A1 Yawm 1. 


Study encourages investors 
to set up industries for 
producing children’s products 


** A FRESH study by the Amman 
Chamber of Industry reveals that the 
Jordanian industry can invest and pre- 
pare many profitable projects that would 
meet the needs of infants and children. 
Noting that most of the products for chil- 
dren are presently being imported, the 
study indicated thar industries manufac- 
turing products for children could be 
either medium-size or large plants that 
usually manufacture household appli- 


ances or even small industries. 

According to the study, there are 57S 
entities that produce goods or products 
for children. “Of this number. 284 enti- 
ties produce sweets.” the study said. 
Total capital invested in these industries 
was estimated at JD 1 65 million of w’hich 
JD40 million are for sweets. A total of 
20.000 workers are employed in such 
industries (A1 Ra'i). 


HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY, MARCH 13, 1999 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services , Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Looks like a really inter- 
esting activity is planned for this weekend, and you should 
definitely be a pan of iL Its a project involving several peo- 
ple. most likely, either a team or some other sort of group 
effort. It could even be a classroom. Whatever ii is. its- going. 

to be lots of funrandyou’U bflhrl il^Of TteDanyr ~ 

TAURUS: (April ‘20 to May20)You 
(ege of asking for advice from a very' wise person today. 
You know a Iol but the other person has a different per- 
spective; once you factor in iL you'll be in a much better 
position. But here’s the trick. You don’t know who this per- 
son is. so you'll just have to value the advice you get from 
everyone. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) There may be a tew initial 
difficulties, but after those are handled, it looks like a great 
day to navel. Its also a good day to make dreams come true, 
not necessarily in that order. But if you w ant to realise a fan- 
tasy involving distant places, you definitely ought to act 
now. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21 ) Looks like a good day to 
make financial decisions. In other words, its a good time to 
go shopping. You don't want to waste all day on iL though. 
You and a loved one could spend some of this time in more 
pleasurable pursuits. Luckily, you already know what you 
want by now. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) You like to be in charge of the 
situation, and today you might do thai most wisely be dele- 
gating. You've got a chore that’s more difficult than you 
expected. It may take a different son of expertise. You could 
leam how to do iL of course, but is that really the way you 
want to spend your Saturday afternoon? 

\TRGO: (August 22 to September 22) If you're going full 
speed ahead this w eekend, be careful. One of the ways you 
leam is through experience, and today it could be a rather 
unpleasant one. If you're moving too quickly, for example, 
you could damage your materials or even yourself. If you're 
m unfamiliar territory, move slowly and pay attention. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You'd probably like 
to curl up today with a good book, and if you can invite a 
good reader to join you, that would be even more fiin. 
Reading out loud is "probably one of your favourite pas- 
times. Whatever you choose to do. an intimate con versation 
with someone you love should be high on your list of pri- 
orities. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21 ) All’s well that 
ends well. Just remember that today if you run into minor 
difficulties. Something you think you should be able to fix 
could turn out to be a major headache. You might even con- 
sider netting □ service person to come oul although that 
could” be expensive. But hey. its usually cheaper on 
Saturday than on Sunday. T _ 

SAGITTARIUS: i November 22 to December -1) If 
you’re having trouble with life today, it may not be your 
fauiL It could be an old misunderstanding you don’t even 
know abouL Open up the conversation by confessing a 
secret vou're been holding back — possibly one about past 
financial dealings. If there are any hurt feelings, that’s prob- 
able when tliey happened. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You should 
have thinss preuv well figured out by now. so go ahead and 
make vour move. .An investment of time, money or both 
should cum out quiie well, as long as you've done the home- 
wori firsL In other words, you should have already shopped 
enough to know which is the best deal. Today you can sim- 
□iv co and aet iL . , , 

AQUARIUS: « January 21 to February 19) \ou ve had a 
mu-hweeL but finally you get your reward. The moon will 
heino vour sian all weekend, so you get to call the shots. 
There will be one area where you could be slightly inhibit- 
ed. but it need not slow you down. Just figure out how much 
mone> >ou have before you go shopping and there won t be 

PISCES* 1 (February 20 to March 20) You probably have a 

~Vf mr Nv life but vou may be a little weak when it 
:,^o S liaciuaUy happeUeU. wha.7 This 
thai'sW assignment. Gel those dreams out of 
vo" head and into the physical malm, if you re not quite 
w how. ask an engineering type to help. 

Birthstone of March: Aquamarine - Jasper 


(^)^french wine 
and spirits exports soared to 
new heights in 1998. reaching 
45.8 billion francs (6.98 billion 
euros, $7.6 billion), the French 
Foreign Trade Centre said. The 
rise of 6J per cent over the 
year meant a surplus in the 
booze trade of 39.6 billion 
francs, up 6.8 per cent, thanks 
to a 13.7 per cent increase in 
wine sales to 34.7 bQlion 
francs. While the economic cri- 
sis in south East Asia put a 
sharp brake on exports to that 
part of the world sales to Japan 
rocketed by a massive 88 per 
cent as drinkers laid in stocks 
for fear of a devaluation of the 
yen. But Britain, Germany and 
the United States remained the 
leading customers, taking 47 
per cent of wine sales. For spir- 
its. volume was maintained but 
value of sales fell as buyers 
opted for cheaper brandies 
rather than the more presti- 
gious Cognacs and Arraagnacs. 
The plunge, of J 7.4 per cent for 
Cognacs, reflected the slump in 
Asia and Russia. 


French 
booze 
exports 
reach new 
heights 


Arab Bank 1998 net profit edges up 1.3% 


By Dominic Evans 

Reuters 

AMMAN — Arab Bank 
Group, one of the Middle 
East's biggest financial insti- 
tutions. said Thursday 1998 
net profits rose 1.3 per cent to 
$223.7 million, calling it a 
satisfactory performance in a 
difficult banking year. 

The bank said strong 
results by Arab Bank PLC 
itself, which recorded a 17.5 
per cent rise in net profits to 
JDI26.5 million ($178.4 mil- 
lion). were offset by poorer 
showings by its subsidiaries. 

The banks’ directors said in 
a statement they expected 
Arab Bank PLC’s net profits 
to increase by 10 per cent in 
1999 to JD139 million, while 
the group's net profits were 
forecast to increase by eight 
per cent to $241 million. 

“1998 was a difficult year 
for the banking industry,” 
Arab Bank Chairman Abdul 
Majeed Shoman said. 

But he added Arab Bank 


Group had successfully 
weathered Asia's economic 
crisis. Middle East worries 
over low oil revenues, and 
“sharp fluctuations in the 
money and capital markets of 
the Arab region, the United 
States and Europe.” 

In 1998, the group’s net 
interest and commission rose 
9.1 per cent to $589.4 mil- 
lion. Customer deposits rose 
nine per cent to $12.1 billion 
from $11.1 billion and loans 
rose 8.5 per cent to $8.3 bil- 
lion from $7.6 billion. 

But pretax profit rose just 
one per cent to $298.3 mil- 
lion. 

"Arab Bank was able to 
demonstrate its ability to suc- 
cessfully manage multi- 
dimensional crises occurring 
simultaneously in different 
locations," Shoman said in a 
statement obtained by 
Reuters. 

The balance sheet for the 
group rose 6.6 per cent to 
$24.0 billion from $22 .5 bil- 


lion at the end of 1997. Total 
assets rose to $18.3 billion 
from $16.8 billion. 

Revenue from foreign 
exchange trading improved 
significantly in 1998 to $44.2 
million from 525.6 million 
but those gains were more 
than offset by a fall in other 
revenues to $42.5 million 
from $57.7 million the year 
before. 

The bank blamed the short- 
fall on limited income from 
trading in securities in 1998. 

Arab Bank PLC. the largest 
privately-owned bank in the 
Arab World, operates in the 


Middle East and North 
Africa, Europe, Asia and 
North America. It is based in 
Amman but only a fifth of its 
assets and a quarter of its 
deposits are in Jordon. 

Because of its far-flung 
global spread it was awarded 
ratings last year above sover- 
eign ratings of Jordan itself. 

With its sister institution 
Arab Bank (Switzerland) it 
accounts for 90 per cent of 
the assets of Arab Bank 
Group, which includes sub- 
sidiaries and affiliates in 
Germany, Austria, Saudi 
Arabia. Australia. Tunisia, 


Oman, Lebanon and the West 
Bank. 

Not all subsidiaries per- 
formed well in 1998. 

“The limited growth in net 
income was the result of the 
end of the five-year tax holi- 
day for the bank in Saudi 
Arabia, as well as a weaker 
performance by our sub- 
sidiaries," the bank’s direc- 
tors said in a statement 

Arab Bank PLC will rec- 
ommend a JD3 dividend to 
shareholders at its annual 
general assembly on March 
26. Shares closed on 
Thursday at JD221.5. 
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THE CHAIRMAN, GENERAL MANAGER AND 

EMPLOYEES OF THE ARAB POTASH COMPANY 
would like to express with deep regrets and 
sorrow the loss of the 

French Engineer Mr. Allain Leroux 

in the tragic car accident on 
the 10th of March 1999 
and wish to extend their deepest sympathy 
and condolences to his family gnd friends. 


CONSOLATION 

ATA 

CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY 
AND TRADING COMPANY LTD. 

ARE DEEPLY SADDENED AND MOVED BY 
THE PASSING AWAY OF 

MR. ALLAIN LEROUX 

WHO PASSED AWAY ON 
THE 10TH OF MARCH 1999 
AS A RESULT OF AN ACCIDENT 
WE CONVEY OUR DEEPEST SORROW AND 
SINCERE CONDOLENCES 
TO THE DECEASED’S FAMILY 
THE MEMBERS OF ALSTON COMPANY 
AND TO THE MEMBERS OF THE 
FRENCH EMBASSY 
IN JORDAN 

MAY GOD ALMIGHTY BLESS HIS SOUL. 


Jordan Marketplace *** Jordan M arketplace *** Jordan Marketpla ce 


D A JANI JEWELLERS “ w h. 


differen 


Amra Forum Hotel 
Amman 



Many villas and 
apartments for 

rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605 / 5920609 / 1 07*530007 

Web Site Is 

www.abdoun.com.jd 


Studio Haig 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo she 
30% larger, 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Swerfieh Tel: 822891 
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Quality Serviced Suites 

*One & Two Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes *Daily & 
Long Stay *Heasonahle Rates 


5th Circle 

I Tel.: 5692672 -Fax: 5674551 

c- frail ; cn^nl®* Ec.com.jn 
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« FOR 
| RENT 

Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 


SRNRBEL 



Rea I Estate 

S WEIFIYEH 

A Hajarat Complex 
Tei. 5864230 -5865167 
Mobile: 079/537588 



Car Rental & Leasing 
WE RENT LESS 

DAILY 

WEEKLY 

MONTHLY 


Telephone: 962-6-5698131 
Fax: 962-6-5673312 
P.O.Box: 960486 
Amman-11196, Jordan 

E-mail: budgst@go.com.jo 

\n Irnkprudcm Bwl»ii l.kw-tv 


TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

5684311 - 5699634 EXT. 42 

& 

Fax: 5696183 



Bayerischer Hof 

German Restaurant 
LUNCH: 12:30p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
DINNER: 6:30p.ra. - 1 1 :30 p.m. 
German coffee and cakes served all day 

Sweifieh - Al Hamra Screer Tel: 5819730 / 5810811 
PO Box 6555. Amman- 1 1 1 J 8 Jordan 


A 


JL mrcu^br 


5684311 - 5699634 EXT. 42 

& 

Fax: 5693337 


At 6th Circle 
Tel.: 5510001 


Shehrazad Restaurant 


Great View - Overlooking Amman 
Enjoy outstanding Mezza and live music. 
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Moya marches on as Rios 


joins exodus of seeds 


INDIAN WELLS (AFP) — 
Spain's Carlos Moya stayed 
on course to unseat Pete 
Sampras as the World No. 1 
Thursday, but defending 
champion Marcelo Rios 
joined the exodus of seeded 
players from the Champions 
Cup. 

Moya, the fourth seed who 
could leap from fourth to 
first in the world if he reach- 
es the final of the 2.45 mil- 
lion-dollar tournament, 
moved into the quarter- 
finals with a 6-4, 6-3 victory 
over Belgian Xavier 
Malisse. 

The Spaniard's bid for No. , 
] apparently left fans here as 
cold as the chilly desert 
night. 

Moya attributed his slow 
scan against Malisse to 
nerves, exacerbated by the 
flat atmosphere on Stadium 
Court. 

“I had to relax.” he said. 
“Also it was a bit cold. The 
environment was not great, 
there were not many people 
out there. 

‘‘But then I started to 
warm up. started to play bet- 
ter and better. My forehand 
worked really well. I put a 
lot of pressure on him. I 
moved him very well.'' 

He admitted that the possi- 
bliry of reaching the summit 
of the rankings was on his 
mind. 

“It’s always coming to my 
mind, even when I don’t 
want it to." he said. “But I 
think I would be happy if 
every day I had this feeling, 
that if I win two matches 
I'm number one. That 
means I'm really close.*' 

In the quarter-finals he'll 
face Slovakian Karol 
Kucera, who posted a 6-4, 3- 
6, 6-4 victory over German 
Nicolas Kiefer. Kiefer had 
ousted fifth-seeded 

Australian Pat Rafter, anoth- 
er player with No. 1 aspira- 
tions, in the second round of 
the first Super Nine event of 
the year. 

U.S. veteran Todd Marlin 
bumped former world No. 1 
Rios, the sixth seed, 4-6, 6- 
2, 6-2 to reach the quarters. 

Rios wasn’t too disap- 
pointed, given he has been 
sidelined since January with 
a back injury. 

“I didn’t do anything spec- 
tacular, and I missed too 
much,” Rios said. “I think 
that’s the thing, that I have 
not been playing in a long 
time. My back was a litfle 
bit tired, but no pain” 



Chilean player Marcelo Rios returns a backhand against Todd Martin from the U.S. 
at the Champions Cup play in Indian Wells. California (AFP photo) 



did. In the second set I hung 
in there and gor enough balls 
back to where I gave him an 


opportunity to miss a few. 
My impression was that he 


Mark Philippoossis from Australia eyes the ball before 
returning a backhand against Marat Safin from Russia 
at the Champions Cup play in Indian Wells, California. 
Philippoussis won 6-4, 6-3 (AFP photo) 

“I don't think the tennis probably could have won 
was great" Martin said. “He the first set easier than he 



Todd Martin from the U.S. returns a forehand against Marcelo Rios from Chile at the 
Champions Cup play in Indian Wells. California. Martin won 4-6, 6-2, 6-2 (AFP 
photo) 


My impression was that he 
didn’t enjoy having to play a 
longer point'* 

Martin advanced to a 
meeting with Australian 
Marie Philippoussis, a 6-4, 

6- 3 winner over Russian 
Marat Safin. 

Philippoussis, who ended 
third-ranked Spaniard Alex 
Corretja’s challenge for No. 
1 in the second round, 
served just four aces to 
Safin’s nine, but he put 69 
per cent of his first serves in 
play. 

“I was trying to ace him,” 
Philippoussis said. “But he's 
a big guy with a long reach. 
I had a lot of unre turn able 
serves. I don’t really care if I 
don’t serve any aces. As 
long as I win the match I'm 
happy. 

Seventh-seeded Tim 
Henman advanced to the last 
eight with a 6-4, 2-6. 6-4 
victory over British Davis 
Cup teammate Greg 
Rusedski and eighth-seeded 
Richard Krajicek of the 
Netherlands advanced with 
a 6-4. 6-4 win over compa- 
triot Jan Siemerink. 

Henman next meets U.S. 
qualifier Chris Woodruff, 
who beat Felix Mantilla 7-5. 

7- 5. Mantilla, ranked 20th in 
the world, stunned Sampras 
in the second round on 
Wednesday night but could- 
n't maintain Ins momentum 
against the 550th-ranked 
player in the world 

Krajicek, winner of the 
ATP Tour event in London 
last month, will face former 
French Open champion 
Gustavo Kuerten of Brazil, 
who followed up his second- 
round win over world No. 2 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov with a 
6-2, 6-3 victory over Sjeng 
Schalken. 
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German tennis player Steffi Graf returns a forehand at the Evert Cup in Indian 
Wells, California (AFP photo) 


Graf rallies to reach 
Indian Wells final 


INDIAN WELLS (AFP) — Steffi Graf bat- 
tled past Chanda Rubin to reach the final of 
the Evert Cup Thursday, but it takes more 
than a scrappy victory to please the former 
World No. 1. 

“I've always said the most important 
thing is to play well,” Graf said after com- 
ing from behind in both the second and 
thud sets to win 2-6, 6-4, 6-2. “1 didn’t do 
that today, so I’m not happy about it.” 

Graf, at No. 5 the highest seeded player 
left in the draw, had dropped just six games 
in three matches before she ran into Rubin, 
the U.S. veteran who stunned World No. 1 
and defending champion Martina Hingis on 
Wednesday. 

The American, ranked 26th in the world 
broke Graf in the opening game and won 
the first set in 28 minutes. She broke Graf in 
the opening game of the second set. but the 
German fought back to with a break in the 
sixth game to level the set 3-3. 

Graf broke Rubin to love in the 10th game 
to even the score at one set apiece. The third 
set followed the same pattern, wiih Rubin 
jumping to a 2-0 lead before Graf won the 
last six games. 

“It was a bit disappointing how the match 
ended” Rubin said. “I started off really 
well, had control going into the second set 
It’s just disappointing not to take advantage 
of that opportunity.” 

; Rubin said her escalating errors were pro- 
duced by pressure from Graf, and from her- 
self. 

“Some of them were forced errors, and 
others were errors where I was going for a 
hole too much, trying to get her out a little 
further,” Rubin said “At the end I probably 
beat myself a little.” 

Graf certainly didn't feel she produced the 
game to beat anyone, despite the victory. It 
was perplexing, she said since she played 
so well earlier in the tournament 

“I just played so differently today than I 
have done the last few days,” she said 


“She’s somebody that goes for her shots — 
either make it or miss it You don't really 
get that much of a rhythm. 

“When I was going for my shots, I just 
didn't have a good feeling at all. I didn't 
know where I was hitting them. I missed 
them by meters. It was just awful.” 

Graf was looking forward to a day off to 
regroup, but she thought it odd that the 
semi-finals of the 1.25 million-dollar Evert 
Cup, sharing the stage this week with the 
ATP Tour Champions Cup, were on differ- 
ent days. 

“I think it’s a very strange schedule alto- 
gether,” she said “I- played three matches in 
a row now. That's ridiculous. You have a 
period of 10 days, and you play three days 
in a row? 

“The semi-finals, both of them should 
play the same day.” 

In the second semi-final, France's 
Sandrine Testud was to take on U.S. teen 
sensation Serena Williams. 

They have split their four previous meet- 
ings, with Testud winning their last 
encounter at the Australian Open in January 
6-2, 2-6, 9-7. 

Graf said the confidence Williams has 
gained from her first WTA tournament vic- 
tory in Paris less than two weeks ago could 
make the difference. 

“Serena has been playing really well the 
last few weeks," Graf said of the 17-year- 
old who beat second seed Lindsay 
Davenport in the second round and hasn't 
dropped a set all week. 

“She obviously played very well so far 
this tournament,” Graf added. “I think she 
has a little edge on Sandrine." 


IOC member Phil Coles resigns 
from Australian Olympic body 


SYDNEY (AFP) — 
International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) dele- 
gate Phil Coles said 
Friday he had resigned 
from the Australian 
Olympic Committee for 
health reasons. 

Coles, 67, accused of 
accepting more than 
A$60.000 ($37,500) in 
hospitality from Salt 
Lake City 2002 Winter 
Games bid officials, 
admitted he had been 
“careless.” 

His resignation came 
ahead of the expected 
release later Friday of an 
IOC report into the Salt 
Lake City bribes-for- 
votes scandal. 

“There has been specu- 
lation that the IOC report 
may contain criticism of 
some of my actions” 
Coles said in a statement. 
“If so, X accept full 


responsibility for them. 
While I never intended to 
do anything that would 
harm the Olympic move- 
ment, with hindsight I 
should have been more 
circumspect in my 
actions. 

“I’ve been careless.” 

His problems mounted 
when allegations sur- 
faced that he received 
jewellery worth almost 
AS 10,000 ($6,300) from 
the head of the unsuc- 
cessful 1996 Athens bid. 
The evidence is expected 
to be forwarded to a new 
IOC ethics committee 
now in the process of 
being established. 

Coles has already 
stepped down from the 
Sydney Organising 
Committee for the 
Olympic Games 

(SOCOG) after being 
named in the Salt Lake 


City bribes scandal. 

He said the controversy 
had had a “significant 
impact on bis health.” 
“With the pressure of 
my other duties I do not 
feel I should continue my 
employment with the 
AOC,” he said. 

“I now intend to work 
tirelessly within the IOC 
to repair any damage 
caused and to win back 
the public’s trust- in all 
aspects of the Olympic 
movement.” 

Reports here have sug- 
gested he will be cleared 
of wrongdoing by the 
committee investigating 
allegations related to the 
Salt Lake City scandal. 
Coles has been an IOC 
member since 1982. 


Fans turn ~ 
out for 
funeral 
of baseball 
great Joe 
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SAN FRANCISCO (AFP) 
__ Some 300 mourning fans 
of baseball great Joe 
DiMaggio stood outside the 
church here Thursday 
where his family and 
friends held a private ser- 
vice for “the Yankee 
Clipper.” 

About 30 family members 
and friends attended the ser- 
vice at St. Peter and Paul 
Church in the Italian neigh- 
bourhood of North Beach, 
where DiMaggio spent 
most of his childhood and 
first played baseball with 
his friends. 

‘Thank you. Joe,” mem- 
bers in the crowd called out 
as his casket with a cross on 
it was carried oui of the 
Roman Catholic church. 
They applauded as he was 
carried pasL 

He was carried from the 
same church where he mar- 
ried his first wife, actress 
Dorothy .Arnold, in 1939. 
Eleven years later he mar- 
ried silver screen siren 
Marilyn Monroe. 

DiMaggio was respected 
for the dignity with which 
he took charge of Monroe’s 
funeral, and the fresh flow- 
ers that appeared each day 
at her grave for years were 
thought by many to come 
from him 

Some in the crowd held 
up pictures of Monroe and 
DiMaggio on their wedding 
day. Others wore Yankee 
caps and T-shirts, or carried 
baseballs and other pictures 
of the American hero. 

DiMaggio died Monday 
at the age of 84 at his home 
in Hollywood, Florida with 
his brother, two grandchil- 
dren and two longtime 
friends at his bedside. 

He played centrefield for 
the Yankees from 1936 until 
1951, and set one of base- 
ball’s most revered records 
with hits in 56 consecutive 
games in 1941. 

During his tenure, the 
Yankees won 10 World 
Series titles in II appear- 
ances and Di Maggio solid- 
ified his status as one of the 
greats with his consistent 
strong performances in the 
Fall Classic. 
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Ghana, i <1 'Z" 

Morocco, 

Nigeria bid for 1 
Nations Cup j 


JOHANNESBURG I AFP) — 
Ghana. Morocco and Nigeria 
have applied to host the 2000 
Nations Cup. the African 
Football Confederation (CAF) 
said Friday. 

They will compete with 
original hosts Zimbabwe for 
the right to stage the 16-nation 
tournament from January 23 
to February 13. 

The successful candidate 
will be named Monday after 
CAF executives meet in 
Guinea. Ghana, who want to 
stage matches in Accra, Cape 
Coast. Kumasi and Obuasi, 
hosted the biennial tourna- 
ment in 1963 and 1978, 
Morocco in 1988 and Nigeria 

in 1980. 

Zimbabwe, stripped of the 
event last month for failing to 
meet stadia and financial tar- 
gets, won a second hearing 
following talks with CAF. 
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CINEMA TEL:463-4144 

PHILADELPHIA ‘V 


CINEMA TEL:463-4144 

PHILADELPHIA '? 


CINEMA TEL: 56 99238 

PLAZA 


CINEMA TEL:5677420 

CONCORDE 


CINEMA TEU5934793 


GALLERIA 1 


CINEMA TEL:5934793 

GALLERIA 2 


Robert De Niro., in 


Tom Hanks 
& Sally Field .. in 


Comedian 
Adel Imam., in 


RONIN 


FORREST 

GUMP 


AL ZATEEM 


Shows: 12:30, 2:30, 6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 9:00 


Shows: 12:15, 3:15, 6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 


Adel Imam 
& Wafh'Amer.. in 

ALWAD 

MAHROUS BTA' 
ALWAZIR 

Shows: 1130, 3:30, 6:15, 


ABDOUN 

zoww.cns.com.jo/Galleria 


Yanes Theatre 

TEL: 4625155 


ABDOUN 

Taww.cns.com.jo/Galleria 


DANCE WITH 
ME 


8:30, 10:30 


Michael Douglas ..in 

A PERFECT 
MURDER 


CLOSED 


FEAR 


Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:45 Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:45 


Listings for films and showing times as received by cinemas and their advertising agencies. 
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Stadium to be ready Aug. 10 


."T Renovation works at Amman 
International Stadium will be completed by Aug. 10, 
rive days before the opening of the 9th" Pan-Arab 
G “ n . es . ”7 P H us sein Tournament according to an 
official of the Games’ Constructions and Preparations 
Committee. Water reservoirs and a concrete layer will 

f be constructed and the wastewater network will be 
maintained by the beginning of April, the source added, 
i It is noteworthy that Lhe athletics event will begin on 
Aug. 1 2 in the stadium and a number of qualifiers and 
rehearsals for the opening might be held at the same 
venue. 

Basketball team to leave for Beirut 

AMMAN — The national basketball team will leave 
for Beirut on Monday to hold its first training camp in 
preparations for the 9th Pan-Arab Games. Hiial 
Barakau Jan Sahlieh, Husam Lutfi, Yousef Abu Baker. 
Ala Bilbeisi. Faisal Nsour. Ayman Du’ais, Mohammad 
Shamali, Ma'en Odeh. Musa Salah, Ghazi Naber, 
\ousef Zaghloul. Ashraf Samara, Nasser Bassam. Ihab 
Emsih and Fadi Saqqa will play five friendlies against 
a number of Lebanon's top baseball teams, including 
Tadamun. Kahrba’. Wardieh, Homentmen and An frame 
clubs. 

Madaba hosts 2 auto sports events 

i 

AMMAN — Madaba's Automobile Complex in con- 
junction with the Royal Automobile Club of Jordan 
will hold two events this month — a four-wheel-drive 
competition on March 26, and a speed test on March 
30. 

Compiled by Ahmad Khatib 



Promoter Don King CC) holds up the arms of WBC 
Champion Lennox Lewis from London, England 
(R) and WBA heavyweight champion Evander 
Holyfield (R) after the weigh-in for the boxers at 
Madison Sqaure Garden in New York. Lewis will 
fight for the championship against Holyfield to be 
held at Madison Square Garden today March (AFP 
photo) 


sPayton among nine NBA 

players named to U.S. squad 

• 

COLORADO SPRINGS (.AFP) — Seattle guard Gary 
Payton was the only member of the 1996 United States 
Olympic gold medal winners among nine players named to 
defend the crown at the 2000 Sydney Games. 

A new generation of National Basketball Association 
» NBA) standouts will form the U.S. team, which must First 
qualify for the Olympics at the 10-team Tournament of the 
Americas July 14^25 at San Juan, Puerto Rico. 

Joining Payton will be forwards Tim Duncan of San 
Antonio, Kevin Garnett of Minnesota, Vin Baker of Seattle 
and Tom Gugliotta of Phoenix plus guards Allan Houston of 
New York. Tim Hardaway of Miami, Steve Smith of Atlanta 
and Jason Kidd of Phoenix. 

^ -*it’s a lifelong dream." Gugliotta said. “When you’re a 
Tid plaving basketball, to have the opportunity to be an 
OKmpian and to play for a gold medal is just a dream come 
i rue." 

Three other players from outside the NBA ranks wiU be 
named to Fill out the 12-man roster for the qualifying event, 
but an NBA trio will be named next year to replace them on 
the roster for Sydney. 

Most of the players were to have played at last year s 
World Championships in Athens, but NBA players boy- 
cotted the event due to the labour feud that has cut the cur- 
rent NBA season to 50 games in 90 days. 

■■I'm just happy that 1 have the opportunity to represent 
our country this summer and hopefully in the year 2000 in 

Svdnev." Kidd said. . , , , . . . . 

'-I [Van honour to be able to play with the best in the world 
— not just our team, but the best in other countries. So. to 
ha\e this opportunity is a kid’s dream, an ultimate goal.” 
L,™ Anceies centre Shaquille O'Neal and Detroit forward 
Grant Hill, both members of the 1996 U.S. Olympic 
M)ream Team” lineup, are expected to be among those 
numed to the final Olympic squad next year. 

Hill would have been among those named Wednesday but 
he is getting married in July and would not be available for 

lh Sm* , pia , yed V “‘‘ihe 1994 U.S. World Championship 
Hardaway was 10 have been on ihar team bur tore left 
knee' fements before the 1993-1994 NBA season and 

missed takins part in the event . 

The U s team will be huge favourites to dominate the 
unlifvin^ event, which decided two berths for Sydney. 

Ca ada'and Pueno Rieo. both likely to feature some NBA 
have alreadv qualified for the event. Seven other 
Ss from south and Central America will join them bares 
...^w after the NBA Finals conclude. 

• -This s a mSlritalented. versatile team that I think will be 
v J hl VSririn. ro coach." said U.S. coach Rudy 
» 0 ■ sS u ho also guides the Houston Rockets. 
^S^°nmminee selected nine players who are all capable 
, ? V„p^ore dian one position. I think this versatility is 
ot p ns it will allow our coaching staff the flexi- 

^■'of^layinu many different combinations." 


Prince Faisal to head Higher Organising 
Committee; UAE to lend TV equipment 


By Aleen Bannayan 

AMMAN — HRH Prince 
Faisal will head the Higher 
Organising Committee ■ of 
the 9th Pan- Arab Games f A1 
Hussein Tournament) which 
will be held in Amman this 
summer. 

The committee, which 
includes officials from the 
Ministry of Sports and 
Youth in addition to the 
Jordan Olympic Committee 
(JOC), was previously 
headed by His Majesty King 
Abdullah. 

Meanwhile, one of the 
major problems facing the 
Games seems to have been 
resolved when the UAE TV 
announced that it would 
lend Jordan Television 
(JTV) the necessary equip- 
ment to cover the Aug. 15- 
31 event. 

"It was estimated that JTV 
needed JD6 million to 
acquire equipment and man- 
power to cover the event 
properly. Now that has been 
solved,” JOC Vice President 
Mouaffaq A1 Fawwaz told 
the Jordan Times Friday. 

Solving the coverage issue 
paves the way for the sign- 
ing of the promotion and 
marketing rights agreement 
with the Saudi firm RAF for 


S15 million paid to Jordan 
in addition to 70 per cent of 
any additional income. 

Since the Arab Sports 
Federation (ASF) advanced 
the date of the upcoming 
Gaines to 1999 instead of 
2001. the Council of Arab 
Sports Ministers has been 
trying to generate aid to the 
Kingdom. 

The Jordanian govern- 
ment had initially ear- 
marked JD1 8 million'for the 
event and additional spon- 
sorship for Jordan’s bid was 
secured by exempting 
Jordan from the 50 per cent 
ASF margin of profit on 
promotion and television 
coverage. 

The ministerial committee 
charged with overseeing the 
Kingdom’s preparations 
pledged Lheir support for the 
Amman Games, saying they 
would recommend to the 
Arab League that Jordan 
receive additional funding 
and assistance. 

They will also try to gar- 
ner more support from the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
and other states capable of 
sponsoring the raega-event 
to improve the Kingdom's 
infrastructure and update its 
sports facilities. 

Is am Aridah, the director 


Fawwaz gets Olympic 
Solidarity position 


JORDAN OLYMPIC Committee (JOC) Vice President 
Mouaffaq AJ Fawwaz has been named by the Committee of 
Olympic Solidarity as International Course Director for 
Sports Administration. 

Fawwaz last week attended the Olympic Solidarity meet- 
ings in London under tbe auspices of the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC). 

According to the letter of designation Fawwaz will "carry 
out duties within tbe region of the Olympic Council of Asia 
and undertake other tasks should the need arise. 

This is the first time a Jordanian official has been 
appointed to this position by (he IOC. 

Fawwaz told the Jordan Times that the first course will be 
held in Amman to qualify a certain number of participants 
as lecturers on the issue. 


of the Games returned from 
Egypt Thursday after secur- 
ing an additional $300,000 
in sponsorship from the 
Council of Arab Sports 
Ministers bringing the total 
amount of aid granted so far 
to $500,000. 

Meanwhile, 16 countries 
have confirmed participa- 
tion. They are in addition to 
the hosts, Egypt, Iraq, Syria, 
Saudi Arabia, Algeria, 
Kuwait, Qatar, Morocco, 
Tunisia, Libya, Yemen, 
Sudan. Oman. Lebanon and 


Palestine have not finalised 
the nature of participation 
while organisers were still 
awaiting initial word from 
the UAE and Bahrain. 

The preliminary number 
of 26 events is expected to 
be trimmed. A total of eight 
events were set to be 
scrapped with the number of 
participating teams below 
the required minimum of 
five teams for men and four 
for women will be can- 
celled. 

The events are women's 


fencing, handball, karate, 
squash, fin swimming and 
men's badminton, horse 
endurance, and fin swim- 
ming. 

The 8th Pan Arab Games 
in Beinit had 19 countries 
taking part in 20 sports 
events. 

According to officials, 
belated confirmation by 
some countries was mainly 
due to the preference of pro- 
fessional athletes to partici- 
pate in the World Athletics 
Championships which coin- 
cide with Lhe Games. 
Officials expected the strain 
between Gulf countries and 
Iraq to also affect the 
Games. 

With only five months 
remaining the building of 
sports facilities is said to be 
on time: Mainly the con- 
struction of a JD4 million 
multi-purpose indoor stadi- 
um with a 7,000-seat capac- 
ity, and the Olympic-size 
swimming pool which has 
come under heavy criticism 
for not being covered to be 
utilised in winter. 

However, work on the 
track and field stadium, in 
addition to installing and 
upgrading facilities with 
electronic timing machines 
and other requirements was 


moving at a slower pace. 

Moreover, JOC officials 
have recently expressed 
concern that the other main 
point as host country was 
the inadequate and lax atti- 
tude of some federations 
overseeing the training of 
athletes. 

Grappling with a host of 
administrative and organisa- 
tional issues seems to have 
shifted the focus from this 
technical aspect of the 
event. 

That concern was echoed 
by Mohammad Kheir 
Mamser, who took over the 
portfolio of Sports and 
Youth in the newly appoint- 
ed Cabinet, and immediate- 
ly announced an emergency 
plan to activate ail commit- 
. tees and "get the ball 
rolling” 

The last regional event 
Jordan took pan in was the 
13th Asian Games in 
Bangkok in December, 
where Jordan only managed 
five medals, four by the 
taekwondo team. The rest of 
the athletes failed to even 
match their own national 
records. 


Clippers finally win after 
record-tying 17 losses 


LOS ANGELES (Rj — 
Just when they had the 
record for the worst start 
in NBA history in their 
sights, the Los Angles 


14-0 third-quarter tear, 
outscoring Toronto 28-8 
in the period. 

In Cnicago, the Seattle 


le pei 
Cnic _ 

Supersonic's ended their 


ippers blew a Ipftgest. .losing ..^reak in,, 

for sole -possession of the eight years in. a city 
aUfitime.fdtit&y mark- by-/, where they -badr won only,.; 
actually winning a game, once in the last 15 years. 


After matching the 
1988-89 Miami Heat's 
NBA record by losing 
their first 17 contests, the 
Clippers finally put 
together a solid effort 
from start to finish for a 
106-92 victory over the 
Sacramento Kings on 
Thursday. 

Lorenzen Wright 
grabbed an NBA season- 
high 25 rebounds and 
Darrick Martin led seven 
players in double figures 
with 18 points. 

The Kings pulled with- 
in three — 91-88 — mid- 
way through the final 
period, but the Clippers 
managed to avoid their 
usual fourth quarter col- 
lapse as martin nailed a 
3-pointer and Eric 
Piatkowski, who finished 
with 16 points, drained 
another from long range 
to make it 97-88. 

Lamond Murray scored 
15 points, rookie Tyrone 
Nesby and Maurice 
Taylor collected 13 
apiece and Wright added 
12 for the Clippers, who 
outscored the Kings 26- 
17 in the fourth quarter. 

In Miami, Alonzo 
Mourning had another 
big game with 23 points 
and 16 rebounds and 
Clarence Weatberspoon 
added 22 points ofr the 
bench as the heat extend- 
ed their home winning 
streak to nine with an 83- 
73 victory over the 
Toronto Raptors. 

Mourning was 9-of-ll 
from the field, scoring 20 
of his team’s 37 First-half 
points. 

The heat erased 42-37 
halftime deficit with a 


Gary Payton scored 25 
ey baskets down the 


joints, including a pair of 


E. 

stretch, as the Sonics 
halted a five-game slide 
with a 92-83 victory over 
the Chicago Bulls. 

In Houston, Hakeem 
Olajuwon scored a sea- 
son-high 3 1 points, 

including several key 
baskets down the stretch 
to lead the Rockets to a 
102-91 victory over the 
Vancouver Grizzlies, 
who suffered their 10th 
straight loss. 

Charles Barkley had 24 
points and 16 rebounds 
tor the rockets, who have 
won four of their last five 
games. 

At Utah. Karl Malone 
returned from a first-half 
leg injury to score 10 of 
his 28 points in the fourth 
quarter and make a key 
steal in the waning 
moments as the Jazz held 
on for a 94-89 victory 
over the Denver Nuggets. 

Denver’s Antonio 
McDyess poured in 39 
points, including 15 in 
the final period, and 
grabbed 1 1 rebounds, but 
was unable to lift the 
Nuggets to their first win 
in 1 1 road games this sea- 
son. 

In Atlanta, Alan 
Henderson and Dikembe 
Mutombo each scored 18 
points as the Hawks 
avoided falling under 
.500 for the first time in 
more than two years with 
an 99-85 victory over the 
boston Celtics. 

Steve smith added 17 

for the Hawks and 


% 


Henderson scored 1 1 
points in the third quar- 
ter, when Atlanta used a 
28-14 spurt to open a 76- 
61 lead. The Celtics got 
Up closer than nine in the 
final period. 

i In New- York, Marcus 
Camby celebrated his 
new five-year, $32 mil- 
lion contract extension 
by having his best game 
as a Knick with 19 points 
and 12 rebounds to lead 
his team to a 98-86 victo- 
over the Washington 
izards. 

Allan Houston also 
scored 19 for New York, 
which won despite the 
absence of star centre 
Patrick Ewing, sidelined 
by left Achilles tendini- 
tis. 

New York had a season- 
high 29 assists and a sea- 
son-low 10 turnovers. 

In Dallas, Gary Trent 
had 21 points and 10 
rebounds to lead three 
double-doubles by the 
starting frontcourt as the 
Mavericks snapped a 
four-game losing streak 
by beating the slumping 
Orlando Magic 93-76. 

Fellow forward A.C. 
Green had 13 points and 
10 rebounds and centre 
Shawn Bradley added 10 
and 10 for the Mavericks, 
who held Orlando to 32 
second-half points. 

At Golaen State, 
Donyell Marshall scored 
nine of his 14 points in 
the fourth quarter and 
Chris Mills nit a trio of 
key jumpers in the final 
minutes as the Warriors 
posted a 89-82 win over 
the Minnesota 

Tiraberwolves. 

Mills also finished with 
14 points for the Warriors 
who recorded their sev- 
enth straight home win. 



Darrick Martin of the Los Angeles Clippers (R) drives past Jason Williams of the 
Sacramento Kings during their game in Los Angeles, Ca. The Clippers won the game, 
106-92, to record their first win of the season (AFP photo) 

Three-way swap highlights NBA 
transfer deadline day 


MINNEAPOLIS (.AFP) — 
A three-team swap on the 
deadline day for National 
Basketball Association 
transfers saw guards 
Stephon Marbury, Terrell 
Brandon and Sam Cassell 
switch to new clubs. 

The nine-player deal was 
the day's biggest move. It 
saw Marbury leave the 
Minnesota Timberwolves 
for the New Jersey Nets, 
who sent Cassell to 
Milwaukee while the Bucks 
sent Brandon here to 
replace Marbury. 

Marbury, 22, said he 
plans to sign a six-year. $71 
million-contract extension 
with the Nets by Saturday 
rather than become a free 
agent after the season. 

He has sparked 
Minnesota to a 12-6 mark 
with 17.7 points and 9.3 
assists a game in the Iasi 
year of a three-season, $6.7 
million deal. 

The Nets also received 
guards Chris Carr and 
Elliot Perry and forward 


Bill Curley from the 
Timberwolves. who also 
sent forwards Chris Gatling 
and Brian Evans to 
Milwaukee. The Bucks 
then sent Brandon. Perry 
and Evans to the 
Timberwolves and also 
received Minnesota centre 
Paul Grant. 

"We’re excited to get a 
two-time All-Star like 
Terrell,” Wolves general 
manager Kevin McHale 
said. "He’s a solid veteran 
who has led teams to the 
playoffs before.” 

The Bucks made another 
deal, sending forwards 
Tyrone Hill and Jerald 
Honeycutt to Philadelphia 


for forward Tim Thomas 
and centre Scott Williams. 

Other swaps made in the 
last possible hours saw 
Houston re-acquire guard 
Sam Mack from Vancouver 
for guard Rodrick Rhodes 
and Boston land centre 
Vitaly Potapenko from 
Cleveland for center 
Andrew DeClercq and a 
future first-round draft 
pick. 

Another deal that will 
have no immediate impact 
on either team saw 
Philadelphia trade the 
rights to forward Mirsad 
Turkcan to the New York 
Knicks for a 1999 first- 
round pick. 



A group of fans dismayed by the Los Angeles Clippers’ 
losing streak put bags over their heads at tbe 
Sacramento Kings-Gippers game at the Los Angeles 
Sports Arena ( AP photo) 


E6 


Reliable, clean, scratch-free 
E6 slide processing by 
professional. Push & pull 
processing available, with 
or without mounts. 

Call 464 1559 for information. 


Job Opportunity 

A foreign company is in need of a staff to work full 
time in its office in Shmeisani. Candidates must have 
fluency in English, with computer knowledge and 
experience in accounting. 

[Applicants must apply in person in the company's 
office on Saturday March 13 and Sunday March 14, 
1999 from 9:00 to 12:00. 

Please contact Mr. Sami on Tel. No. 
5666191 for appointment. 
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Opening lead: King of 

The finesse is a magnet fur many 
players. Give them the chance and 
they will grab it without even both- 
ering to check on its possibility of 
success. 

North-South bid quiekly and easi- 
ly to their best Spot With a single- 
ton in partner’s suit and three 
potential losers In the overcaller's 
hearts, South had no interest in 


Blum even though North had shown 
a good hand. 

West cashed two top hearts and 
shifted to Lhe jack of spades. Declar- 
er wasted no tune in choosing an 
inferior line. After drawing trumps 
in three rounds, the king of dubs 
was cashed and 3 dub was led off 
dummy. When East showed out, 
declarer had to concede a club for 
down one. 

South was in too much of a hurry 
to take the club finesse. It could 
have done no harm, only good, to 

learn more about the hand. 

After drawing three rounds of 
trumps, ending on the table, declar- 
er should cash the king of spades, 
discarding a dub from hand, then 
raff a spade, noting West's heart 
discard. A heart ruffed in dummy, 
to which both defenders Mlow, now 
gives declarer a perfect count. East 
started with six spades, three 
hearts and three diamonds, and 
therefore can hold no more than 
one dub. Union that is either a sin- 
gleton queen or ten, the contract 
stands no chance. 

Declarer must lead a dub to the 
OCO. When East produces the ten. 
aU is well "Hie proven finesse of the 
nine of dobs is taken next, and 
another well-played game comes 
home. 
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Iran president says West 
wants better ties with Iran 

Rafsanjani blames protests on Italian government 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — 
President Mohammad 
Khatami, returning from a suc- 
cessful trip to Italy, said in 
remarks broadcast Friday that 
there is a “great desire’' in the 
West to expand economic and 
other ties with Iran. 

But he cautioned, that 
“some circles and powers” are 
opposed to Iran’s increasing 
links with the West and have 
even “resorted to some mis- 
chief in this regard” Khatami 
did not elaborate but it is 
known that hardliners in the 
ruling clergy are opposed to 
his democratic and economic 
reforms and his openness' to 
the West. Khatami could also 
have been referring to the 
United Stales, whose laws ban 
international investment of 
more than $20 million in Iran. 

“However, Iran and the West 
are determined to expand these 
relations on die basis of mutu- 
al respect" Khatami was quot- 
ed as saying by Iranian radio. 

It said Khatami made the 
comments on Thursday at 
Tehran’s Mehrabad airport 
when he returned from a three- 
day trip, hailed by Italian and 
Iranian officials as an unquali- 
fied success. 

Meanwhile, former Iranian 
President Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani on Friday accused 
the Italian government' of 
authorising opposition protests 
against Khatami. 

“It was an insult and they 
could have very easily pre- 
vented them.” he said during 
weekly prayers at Tehran 
University. 

The Italians “authorised it all 


in the so-called name of free- 
dom.” sad Rafsanjani. head of 
the Expediency Council, the 
Islamic Republic's highest 
political body. 

Khatami’s three-day visit to 
Italy was occasionally maned 
by Iranian opposition protest- 
ers who threw paint-filled eggs 
on his car and held demonstra- 
tions. 

Rafsanjani also lasbed out at 
media “interpretations” of 
Khatami's historic visit that 
ended Thursday. 

“They said his visit ended 
the isolation of Iran. It is untrue 
because Iran was never isolat- 
ed,” he said. 

But Rafsanjani did not men- 
tion Salman Rushdie, the 
Indian-born British author 
famously condemned to death 
in 1979 by the Islamic repub- 
lic’s founder. Ayatollah 
RuhoUah Khomeini 

Rushdie was in Italy on 
Wednesday to receive an hon- 
orary degree from Turin 
University. 

The Iranian press on 
Thursday condemned 
Rushdie’s presence as an insult 
to Iran and said the Italian for- 
eign ministry was responsible. 

Bui the stale news agency 
IRNA said Mian Foreign 
Minister Lamberto Dini had 
sent a letter to his Iranian coun- 
terpart Kamal Kharazi 
expressing “regret” that the 
two visits coincided and hop- 
ing (he incident would not 
affect ties. 

During the visit, Italy’s state 
energy company ENI pro- 
posed ofi production deals 
worth $2 UDion to $3 billion. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Saudi to admit Tafeban-certified pilgrims 

KABUL (AFP) — The Taleban and Saudi Arabian authorities 
have signed a protocol under which only Afghans certified by the 
Islamist militia would be allowed on the pilgrimage to Mecca, 
officials said Friday. The accord applies ate) to people living in 
areas outside the control of the Taleban, deputy nmnsterMawJawi 
Mohammad Moslem Haqqani said Haqqani who is in charge of 
haj (pilgrimage ) and religious trusts, did not say where and when 
toe protocol was signed “Under the protocol pilgrims can go to 
Saudi Arabia only after we have certified them," he said 

Sudan rebels release ICRC hostages 

NAIROBI (AFP) — The rebel Sudan People’s Liberation Army 
(SPLA) released two International Committee of the Red Gross 
(ICRQ delegates in southern Sudan on Friday after holding them 
since Feb. 18, the ICRC announced in Nairobi The delegates 
were flown to Ytrol in Bahr AJ Ghazal state, from Bentiu, in 
Western Upper Nfle state, aboaiti a non-ICRC plane, a statement 
said ‘Their health condition is satisfactory.” the statement said 
adding that the ICRC had not been informed beforehand that they 
were being released 

Israel arrests Palestinians over attack 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AP) — Israel said Thursday its 
security forces arrested the leader of an attack on an Israeli soldier 
last December, described as an attempted lynch. An Israeli army 
statement said soldiers and security agents arrested Yousef Subfii 
Abu Kamar, a resident of a refugee camp in Gaza who amends a 
West Bank university near the site of the incident, along with sev- 
eral other Palestinians. CpL Assaf Meyara and an Israeli civilian 
came under attack by an angry mob of Palestinian demonstrators 
while driving through a main Vfest Bank intersection. The Israeli 
military said Abu Kamar was seen in news photographs striking 
Meyara with a rock. 

Hamas supporters rally in Bethlehem 

BETHLEHEM (AFP) — Hundreds of Hamas supporters held a 
peace till rally in this West Bank town to prepare for the first 
anniversary of the death of one of the group's military leaders, wit- 
nesses said Some 700 sympathisers of toe militant Islamic 
Resistance Movement (Hamas) rallied to commemorate 
Mohieddin Sharif, the military leader of the Izzeddine A1 Qassam 
Brigades, whose mangled body was found next to a burnt out car 
in the West Bank city of RamaDah in April last year 
Demonstrators carried aloft pictures of Hamas' spiritual leader 
Sheikh Ahmad Yassin along with portraits of other leaders held in 
Israeli jails and shouted slogans in support of Izzeddine A1 
Qassam. the witnesses said 

‘Bomb blasts near U.N. offices in Iraq’ 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) — Two bombs exploded this week 
[tear U-N. offices in northern Iraq, causing one death and several 
injuries, the United Nations said Thursday. A bomb went off 
Wednesday in the Iraqi town of Dahuk some 100 metres away 
from toe offices of UNESCO, the United Nations Educational 
Scientific and Cultural Organisation, UN. spokesman Fred 
Eckhard said The unidentified man who was carrying toe bomb 
was killed in the attack and tour people were slightly injured 
Eckhard said adding that no UN. personnel were hurt 

Peace song banned at ceremony 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel’s foreign ministry stopped a singer 
from performing a song at a ceremony to celebrate 20 years of 
peace between Israel and Egypt the daily Yediot Ahronot report- 
ed on Friday. The Israeli singer Zehava Ben was due to sing in the 
Forest of Peace park near Ts*l Aviv at the ceremony on Thursday 
attended by Egyptian Ambassador Mohammad Bassiouny and 
the director general of the Israeli foreign ministry. EitanBenTzur; 
the newspaper said But several days before, the ceremony foreign 
ministry officials insisted that the Song for fleace be removed 
from the programme because it was “too sad” The song, com- 
posed in 1970, has long been known as a pacifist anthem and has 
been banned from army radio. 


Iran's deputy oil minister, 
Mehdi Hosseini, said He said 
petrochemical projects were 
also discussed 

“There is a great desire for 
cooperation with Iran at vari- 
ous international levels,” 
Khatami was quoted as saying. 

Khatami held talks with 
Italian leaders during his stay 
in Rome and an unprecedent- 
ed meeting with Pope John 
Paul IT which the Iranian pres- 
ident described as “vitaL” 

The Iranian head of state 
said Iran and Italy shared iden- 
tical views on a number of 
questions including Iraq and 
Afghanistan. “Iran and Italy 
will seek to expand their rela- 
tions in a numtter of fields.” he 
added 

But analysts say Khatami's 
political rivals will try to min- 
imise the political and eco- 
nomic gains from toe first state 
visit to a Western nation by an 
Iranian leader since the 1979 
Islamic revolution installed the 
rule of the clergy in the coun- 
try. 

Saeed Leylaz, a political 
analyst who writes for several 
Iranian newspapers, said 
Khatami’s visit was of crucial 
importance to the country’s 
ailing economy. 

“Unfortunately, experience 
has shown that the hardliners 
are willing to undermine the 
whole Islamic system just to 
undermine Khatami,” Leylaz 
said 

Still the majority of Iranians 
are behind Khatami and have 
the maturity to imrferetanH 
what he is trying to achieve. 
Leylaz said 
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MINIATURE NEW YORK: Scenemaker Jorge Amies walks through a miniature New York skyline, making final 
adjustments at Legoland in Carlsbad, California. The skyline is part of Legoland’s Mini -Land area, which took 
more than 20 million Lego bricks to build. The Danish-owned amusement park, which cost over $130 million to 
build. Is scheduled to open on March 20 (AP photo) 


Extreme right in alliance for Israel’s polls 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Three 
parties opposed to any fur- 
ther withdrawals from the 
Palestinian territories 
announced on Friday the 
formation of a far-right 
alliance for Israeli general 
elections in May. 

Benny Begin, 56, a 
defector from the ruling 
Likud Party and son of for- 
mer Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin, will 
lead the united front which 
will draw up a single list of 
candidates for the May 17 
parliamentary polls. 


The alliance brings 
together parties which sup- 
port the creation of a 
Greater Israel and are 
opposed to the Oslo peace 
accords with the 
Palestianians and any fur- 
ther territorial concessions. 

The three are: Mol ode t, 
or Fatherland, which has 
two deputies in the outgo- 
ing parliament; Begin 's 
newly created Herut Party 
(Freedom); and a new 
ultra-Nationalist religious 
party, Tekuma (Renewal). 

Molodet advocates 


expelling Arabs from Israel 
and the occupied 
Palestinian territories. 

Begin will bead the 
front’s list of candidates, 
followed by Moledet 
leader Rehavam Zeevi and 
Tekuma's Han an Porat, an 
MP who defected recently 
from the National 
Religious Party. 

The front, which does not 
yet have a name, boasts a 
total of six members from 
the outgoing parliament 
and hopes to win two to 
three times more seats in 


the May vote. 

It draws its support main- 
ly from among the 1 60.000 
Jewish settlers living in the 
occupied territories. 

Begin broke with Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu after the gov- 
ernment signed agreements 
with the Palestinians to 
cede more West Bank terri- 
tory. 

He is challenging 
Netanyahu for the prime 
ministership in a vote to be 
held simultaneously with 
the parliamentary polls. 


Cornered Dutch minister blames Israel over El Al crash 


AMSTERDAM (R) — 
Dutch Deputy Prime 
Minister Annemarie 
Jomtsma launched a new 
volley of criticism at Israel 
on Friday during an 
inquiry into an El Al cargo 
plane crash that could end 
her career and undermine 
the government. 

The embattled minister, 
speaking on the last day of 
parliamentary hearings, 
took her cue from Prime 
Minister Wira Kok and his 
predecessor Ruud 

Lubbers. 

They slammed Israel on 
Thursday for blocking 
efforts to investigate the 
1992 disaster. Forty-three 
people died when the 
Boeing 737 slammed into 
Amsterdam's high-rise 


Bijlmer suburb. 

Since then, hundreds of 
rescue workers and local 
residents have complained 
of health problems ranging 
from headaches, tiredness 
and nausea to motor neu- 
rone disease. 

Revelations last year that 
the cargo included the 
chemical DMMP, which 
can be used to make sarin 
nerve gas. has strained ties 
with Israel and shattered 
confidence in the authori- 
ties. 

Israel confirmed the 
presence of DMMP, but 
said it was non-toxic and 
destined to test filters. 
Depleted uranium in the 
wing ballast was also 
harmless, government 
experts said. 


Jomtsma has vowed to 
resign if the inquiry finds 
she failed in her duty to 
inform parliament and pre- 
fect the public during her 
time as transport minister 
after the crash. 

Political commentators 
say if she is forced to quit 
other ministerial heads are 
bound to roll. 

But on Friday. Jorritsraa 
came out fighting. She 
blamed El Al for failing to 
hand over all the relevant 
cargo documents and said 
she was astonished to learn 
the state earner had with- 
held papers relating to 20 
tonnes of missing freight. 

The committee 

unearthed copies of the 
documents in the United 
States last month. 


“I truly believe we did all 
that we could. You should 
not have to resort to diplo- 
matic pressure to force the 
facts' into the' open.” 
Jomtsma said. “I want to 
know why we were not 
given the information. I 
tmd it absolutely incom- 
prehensible.” 

Jorritsma’s criticism 
echoed Kok and Lubbers. 
Kok said he was dismayed 
at Israel’s failure to coop- 
erate fully, while Lubbers 
said he felt angered and let 
down. 

Dutch news agency ANP 
quoted Netenyahu’s aide 
David Bar-Dlan as saying 
he regretted any break- 
down in communication 
between El Al and the 
Dutch government. 


“We are sorry if there has 
been a misunderstanding 
between El Al and the 
Dutch authorities. We 
Hope these misunderstand- 
ings have been cleared up 
and that they will not harm 
the excellent relations 
between our two coun- 
tries." he said. 

The committee chal- 
lenged Jomtsma again and 
again, reminding her of her 
sometimes contradictory 
statements and pressing 
her on her failure to nafi 
down the cargo. 

At one point, a visibly 
irritated Jomtsma refused 
to answer “non-factual” 
questions. The committee 
has said it will present its 
final report by the end of 
the month. 


Iraq reports U.S., 
British air attacks 


Arens warns Lebanon is a ‘powderkeg’ 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq 
said U.S. and British 
planes attacked air 
defences and civilian tar- 
gets on Friday in the 
northern Western- 

imposed no-fly zone. 

A military spokesman 
was quoted by the official 
Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
as saying that “Iraqi 
defences challenged 
these planes and com- 
pelled them to flee.” 

U.S. air force jets 
patrolling Iraq's northern 
no-fly zone bombed at 
least one target on Friday, 
said a U.S. air force offi- 
cial at the jets’ home base 
in Incirlik. in southern 
Turkey. 

“At 12:30 local time 
[0930 GMT] this after- 
noon, March 12. nine 
hostile formations violat- 
ed our national airspace.” 
the Iraqi military 
spokesman said. 

“These formations 
involved such planes as 
F- 1 5. F- 1 6 and the British 
Tornado, supported by 
the early warning 
AWACS from inside 
Turkish airspace. 

“They implemented 18 
sorties. The hostile 
planes flew over regions 
in Erbil. Duhok and 
Nineveh provinces. 

“The hostile warplanes 
fired seven bombs and 
missiles on civilian facil- 
ities and some ground 
resistance units’ 

weapons.” the spokesman 


said. 

Captain Manning 
Brown from the U.S. air 
force in Incirlik said: “At 
approximately 1:30 p.m. 
Iraqi time [1030 GMT] 
U.S. planes responded to 
Iraqi threats in the north- 
ern no-fly zone.” 

He said it was not yet 
clear how many sites had 
been hit. 

Such strikes have 
become a regular event 
since Baghdad 

announced in December 
it would actively oppose 
the no-fly zones in the 
north and south of Iraq, 
imposed by the United 
States and Britain after 
the 1991 Gulf War. 

Planes from the Incirlik 
air base patrol Iraqi skies 
north of the 36th Parallel 
to protect the area’s 
Kurdish population from 
attack by Baghdad. A 
similar zone in the south 
is aimed at protecting the 
Shi ’ites there. 

Most of northern Iraq is 
under the control of two 
Iraqi Kurdish parties 
which broke away from 
Baghdad at the end of the 
Gulf War, but a patch of 
territory around the city 
of Mosul remains in the 
hands of the Iraqi govern- 
ment. 

Baghdad says it does 
not recognise the no-fly 
zones and would keep on 
defying Western war- 
planes at all costs. 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel 
Defence Minister Moshe 
Arens warned Friday that the 
situation in Lebanon was a 
“powderkeg” which could 
explode if guerrillas continue 
attacking Israeli occupation 
forces. 

Speaking after talks here 
with visiting U.S. Defence 
Secretary William Cohen. 
Arens sai± “Lebanon, under 
control of Syria, has become a 
powderkeg." 

“There is no way of telling 
how far it could escalate if 
Hizbollah terrorist actions are 
not halted,” Arens said, refer- 
ring to toe Islamic militia 
which spearheads the battle 
against tbs Israeli -occupied 
buffer zone in south Lebanon. 

Asked about various propos- 
als concerning an Israeli with- 
drawal from Lebanon, Cohen 
.responded that “Israel will 


have to be satisfied that its 
security is protected.” 

“I do not wish to in any way 
give an indication at this point 
about how this should be 
resolved," he said. 

Debate over Israel’s 2 1 -year- 
old military presence in its 
northern neighbour flared last 
month after seven Israelis, 
including the top general in 
south Lebanon, were killed by 
Hizbollah guerrillas in less 
than a week. 

The issue has become a key 
stake in campaigning for May 
general elections in Israel with 
opposition candidates for 
prime minister vowing to get 
Israeli troops out of Lebanon 
within a year if elected. 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu has also promised 
to bring toe troops home, but 
has rejected either a unilateral 
pullout or the terms set by 


Lebanon and Israel for full 
peace negotiations — an 
Israeli agreement to also with- 
draw from the Golan Heights 
occupied in 1967. 

After the recent spate of 
attacks, Netanyahu also 
warned that Israel would 
respond with increasing sever- 
ity to future Hizbollah" attacks 
either in the occupied zone or 
on northern Israel. 

Israel launched 23 air raids 
across Lebanon alter the recent 
losses and a senior Israeli offi- 
cer warned on Wednesday that 
this was only a “preliminary 
response” to toe Hizbollah 
attacks. 

Arens last week suggested 
that Israel could also start hit- 
ting civilian targets in Lebanon 
— an escalation which would 
mean scrapping an interna- 
tionally monitored 1996 truce 
accord with Hizbollah 


Barak rating same despite new front 


TEL AVIV (AFP) —The new 
electoral alliance between 
Labour leader Ehud Barak and 
former Foreign Minister David 
Levy foiled to provide the 
hoped for boost in Barak’s bid 
to unseat Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, accord- 
ing to opinion polls published 
Friday. 

Barak leads Netanyahu in 
two surveys released Friday by 
toe same narrow five-point 
margin of previous weeks 
while toe two men were in a 
dead beat in a third poll with 
barely two months to go to 
election day. 

Labour, toe main opposition 
party, had been hoping the cre- 


ation of tile One Israel alliance 
with Levy’s centrist Gesher 
Patty would draw new support 
from Sephardic voters attract- 
ed to the Moroccan-born for- • 
mar foreign minister: 

Sephardic Jews — those 
from North African and 
Middle Eastern countries — 
have traditionally shunned the 
Labour Party and its 
Ashkenazi or European leaders 
in favour of Netanyahu’s right- 
wing Likud bloc. 

pe alliance also brought in a 
left-leaning religious move- 
ment. Meimad, in hopes of 
attrac ting observant voters 
who in the past were repelled 
by the anti-religious image of 


the Labour Party. 

But toe united from failed to 
tovean appreciable impact on 
Barak s standing in the surveys 
of voter preferences for prime 
minister. 

In a poll by the Dahaf 
Institute for the Yediot Ahronot 
'tewspaper, Barak is credited 
wito 46 ^ cent of toe ballots 

■i 1 1 ? ercent for Netanyahu, 
with toe other 13 per cent say- 
ing they would not vote. 

i* for the 

V ibour Ptiny by an indepen- 
dent polling institute found the 
ante margin in favour of 
Barak 49 per cent to 44 per 
«nL but wi* the rest undeckl- 
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